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^GER HISS. This report will not include information concerning HISS* 
antecedents or his educational and professional background. ITith respect 
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 
LATfflERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31> 1949, at Washington, D. C. in the 
instant matter. 



The files reflect that on a list furnished to the 
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Housa 
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES v«ras Chairman, the 
following information appeared? 

»ALGER HISS ^ Legal Adviser, $5,800 

3415 Tolta Place, N. W. * Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action” 

In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the 
DIES Committee, and ascertained that tha basis for placing HISS* name as a 
member of th^washi ngton. Committee foj ^?emocratic^Action-on the list furnished 
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the 
possession of the DIES •Committee entitled 'Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action**. No further infoimation was available concerning this matter from' 
the DIES Committee. 


T-1 advised the Washington Field Office that,the name 
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington 
Cominittee for Democratic Action; however, T-1 advised that the name of Mrs. 
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active indices of that 
organisation. 

T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State, 
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years. 
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to 
cause him to doubt Ifr. HISS* loyalty. T-2 stated that at one time he heard 
that Mr, HISS and his brother, DONAI^I^ISS, also an employee of the Department 
• of State, were classed as '‘fellow travelers'*. Informant stated he v/as not 
a'vrare of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one 
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time secretary, tp the late Associate Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the 
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOLMES was considered “liberal** 
and added, “But what a'liberal'*. -Li this connection, the informant stated 
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some- of the beliefs of Justice 
HOLMES during his association, with him, and that if Mr. HOLMES is classed 
as '•liberal**, his "liberalism*.is likely of-the' same quality. T-2 stated 
that it had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a “stay at home", and 
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows 
of no activities of Jfr. HISS away'from his office. He stated that Mr. 

HISS' wife is possibly “more liberal" than.her husband and nay possibly 
have membership in “liberal organizations'.'.' 

T-3,. who was an employee of the Department of State> advised 
that he was hot.well acquainted =with Mr. HISS, but that from hearsay and 
otherwise he is inclined -to class’Mr. HISS as a “Laski Socialist". 

T-A, who was acquainted with Mr. HISS during the years 
from 1933 1935 > when he was employed, by the Agricultural Adjustment • 

Administratioh, described Mr. HISS as being honorable in personal affairs^ 
but intel^ctually‘dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together 
with L^^WRESStaw, GA'RDNEJ^JAGKSON^ FRAN^HEA and others, in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration,' interpreted the Agricultural Adjustment Act, hot 
in the spirit of the law, but in a manner which would suit their beliefs-and 
own private purposes. Infoi’maht, stated that Hr. HISS and his associates sur¬ 
rounded themselves with employees in the Agricultural Adjustment Administra¬ 
tion of their .own>choosing, vdiom they knew would fall-in line with their social 
and eco.nomic theories, '.Ihis informant stated that it was the definite purpose 
of this group to change qur form' of Governmentj and to use the instrumentality 
of the good offices of the Department of Agriculture to further their, purposes. 
The informant explained .that these individuals in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it.was intended, to protect 
-the interest, of tenant farmers, .deliberately used the Government's time and 
money in an effort to unionize'share croppers and tenant farmers.. Informant 
stated that “there was- nothing of America—'*My Country’ 'Tis of -Thee, in what 
those boys were doings" . 

T-4 recalled bits of conversation -which the informant 
stated passed between Mr. HISS, LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period. 
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Informant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the 
®Okies T/ould be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor 
■was their meato” Informant stated that the use of professional agitators 
was made in connection with .the attempt to unionize share croppers* T~4r 
stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning 
share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report Tras considered 
a confidential report to which the public was not entitled* Shortly there¬ 
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture, 
in the nature of ’‘demands'* that this report be made public* Informant stated 
that the sources of - these communications were traced and were found to be 
organizations which could have no possible interest in the report, or iiaformation 
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return 
addresses had been used* T-4 stated gonceming Mr.’ HISS, "If he was not a 
Communist, he was a fellov/ tr^eler’’* Informant advised that Mr. HISS v/as 
one of the organizers of th^tLaw yers Guil d and stated that he possibly had 
"an overdose of Harvard'’* T-.4 further stated that he was "quite a Marxist"* 
Informant stated that Mr* HISS was very, shrewd and that due to his shrewdness 
he was not included in the "purge'* which took place in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in 1935« ■ ■ 

/ 

3 h connection with the information stated above, and 
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary 
at the time the events stated above were alleged to have taken place* The 
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of 
Mr, HISS-and his associates. Quotations from this diaiy, which appeared'to • 
be indicative of the informant’s impressions are stated belowj' 

"Administrators, who don’t happen to be lawyers are 
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possess^ of 
appalling energy." 

"Meanvrhile, men who have never been closer to a farm 
than' the campus of Harvard or Coltunbia, may have flown to 
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—terribly 
worked up over their sad pli^t," 

"And if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like 
locusts swarming in Committee rooms—especially the 
Munitions Investigations Committee, Civil Liberties j 

Committee, etc*" ' 
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am sick when I see at close range men using the 
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President, 
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond 
their wildest dream. And do you think the group of 
whom speak could await the slow process of education 
in order to better conditions? That gives them a 
laugh.« 

•*Honest men, in ssrmpathy with the President’s prograBi, 
simply cannot conceive of the situation.** 

**I have no quarrel with their being anything they want 
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy 
being used in the way it is. And I do object to the 
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers 
not cf their own breed. And, as to Government service? 

They don't know what it means. Just say, as actually . 
happened, that such a thing could not be done. Ihe 
question shot back promptly was, ‘Why*? Because there 
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The ans\'!rer 
came, back promptly, *0h, vre'il change that*. And, by 
golly, that’s what they are .doing**. 

For instances In the group were JERCMB^PRANK, with 
three lieutenants, ALGER-HISS, LEE PRESSMAN,, F RAMK SH EA. 
These men, not Mr, FRANK, brought in a group of 
their own choosing.. I smile when I read of political 
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any 
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK,, because he 
might do what they wanted.” . 

”I begin to believe a few less .'brilliant’ lawyers, with 
some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic 
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws just as 
xinconstitutional. *» 

“Men credited with, advising the President, writing the 
laviTS, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to 
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put fonvard their own half-baked ideas. That is being 
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying 
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they ' 
are honest, but if so, why go to the trouble of being so 
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane, 
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? Why 
not say, what I»ve heard them say privately? ‘Labor should 
run the Government* said onej ‘better for all industry if 
it were run by the .Government ’ .contributes another j and 
ever and always ‘down with the profit motive’.” 

“Vfhen the so-called ’purge’ took place I’ll admit I 
vras stunned by its suddenness, but if CHSSTES^^VIS had 
not acted then, well, he would not have been'the CHESTER 
DAVIS whom I had knov/n of for many years through By 
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a 
mere mortal, could have known all the behind-the scenes 
stuff. No one can virork with an organization and betray 
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working 
with JEROME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those 
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. ’ So, 
CPIESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what' 
actually .happened. However, the day after the purge, 

JEROME FRANK’S lieutenants acted according to their 
temperaments'..- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with 
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing 
statement that he ’had been one of JEROME’S severest 
critics’- and therefore should be retained. HISS, more 
suave, who was in reality a more dangerous person than 
PRESSIiAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed 
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most 
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he 
is serving on is a tribute to the young man’s amazing 
energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve.” 

”Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER 
HISS, ^'or months during 1934 he- served writh the Munitions 
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA, He worked 
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side 
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some 
of the work of the Munitions Committee found its vray 
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged 
in assisting, at a tin^ when we were short of help. 

In the fall of 1934 he was very busy, all over the places 
^nd when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long 
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of 
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates. 
HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman NIE - hence his 
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he 
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing 
that J .MQMF_FRAJS K had never signed an opinion without 
ALGER'S O.Ko and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions 
friLthout going into them fully, just listening to ALGER'S 
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROIffi had to stand 
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mighty, 
I’m willing to give the young man credit for anything, in¬ 
cluding hypnotic powers." 



"ALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year 
to prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share¬ 
croppers, and as one agriculturist in a southern State 
commented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there 
are being included more and more> provisions designed to 
overthrove the land tenure system of the South'. The share¬ 
cropper difficulties, were publicized through the medium 
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnightj 
Leagues for this and thatj but the real crev/ worked right 
in our office. lawyers who never came closer to a farm 
than the campus pf Harvard and Columbia, were-all wrought , 
up over matters in Arkansas." 

T-5^ who was. in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that 
Ifr. HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultiu'al 
Adjustment Administration in the "purge" of 1935. This informant stated that 
he had no doubt whatever that some members of the staff were "extreme left- 
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wingers'*, and stated that he always felt like GARD NER JAC KSON might even carry" 
a Communist Party card;. He.s.tated, however, tHarfKe^had haver considered 
ALGER HISS in the same, light and had no doubt .at that time .as to his loyalty. 
He stated that llr. H3BS resigned from the position bedause he, HISS, felt 
officials of. the Agricultural Adjustment Administration no longer had the 
confidence in him, which so far as the informant was concerned, was not the 
case. • • . 


'T~5. recalled that one of the chief difficulties that arose 
in the’ Agricultural Adjustment. Administration was the attempt of the Legal 
Division to interpret the Act, not according to the intent of Congress, but in 
accordance with,their own views. In this connection, informant s’bated that he 
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact and HISS stated the law might be subject 
to more than one interpretation. 

• ' T-6, who professed to have been at one time a manber of 

the. Communist Party, advised that he was not acquainted with ALGER HISS dur¬ 
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. He stated he under¬ 
stood certain New York Communists, had a connection at the State Department, 
through whom certain considerations could be received, but ■was unable to s’bate 
the soxirce of his information. 

Tr-7, -vrtio maintains files concerning subversive activities 
in the District of Colximbia, advised, that his files containedno information 
■concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name, as an employee of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration at the time of the "purge". 

On February 14,-1942, Mr. HISS, after being duly sworn, 
made the following voluntary Statement', the original of -which was retained 
in the files of -this office. • He declined to return to this office to sign 
the .statement stating that he savr.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch’ as he 
felt certain the statement would be tyjped as he had dictated it* 
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'•Washington, D. C. 

Febmary 14, 1942 

■•♦Statement of 4LGER HISS uade in the presence of 

Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr.,.and Stenographer ZONA McARTHUR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Questions are by Itr, KING. 

’•Q. Are you Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an Assistant 

to the Advisor on Political Relations of the 
Department of State? 

'•A. I am. 

”Q. Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 

been, empowered by the 77th Congress of the United 
States under Public Law No, 135 to investigate the 
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged 
members of the subversive organizations or who 
, advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and 
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose 
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer questions regarding information which has 
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions 
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so desire, 
and you v/ill be given ah opportunity to include any 
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly 
present your side of this inquiry. A copy of the report 
of this investigation will be furnished to the agency 
■which employs you. In- order that the statement may 
have particular .credence, you will be placed under 
oath. Do you have any objections to that? 

••A. Not at all. ' * 

••Q. Tlfill you stand please and raise your right hand? Do 

. ' you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing 

but the truth, so help you God? 
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Mr. HISS, what is your present home address, 
please sir? 

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C« 

And vrould you tell us please how long you have 
been employed by the Department of State? 

About five and one-half years, I think. . 

Mr. HISS, are you novror have you ever been a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Acti on? .. 

I have not. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that, 
organization or received any of its litejrature 
to your recollection? 

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I 
have, no recollection of receiving any of its 
literature. 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever beerf a 
member of the Communist Party? 

I am not and never have been. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Young Communist League? 

I have not and never have been.' 

Have you ever attended any meetings or received any 
literature to your recollection of these two 
organizations? ' 
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“A. 


«Q. 


»A. 


/ 


«Q. 


Not to my recollection have I received any 
literatvire, and I know I have never attended 
any meetings. 

Ifi?. HISS-, do you now or have you ever advocated 
the overthrow of the paresent form of Government 
which we enjoy in the United States? 

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern¬ 
ment that 1 want to overthrow and that is HITLER’S, 

Mr. HISS, have you'ever advocated disloyalty 
to our present form of Government? 


•*A. I- have not-. ' ■. 


"Q, At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity 

of making any statement you deem pertinent to this 
inquiry you so desire. 

“A, Well, that is a big order. I think the best state¬ 

ment I can make is really a question. This all 
comes as a 'great surprise to me, and I’d like to 
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to 
ask. I have-always been a staunch supporter of the 
R00SE7ELT administration ever since it came in, 

’’Q, As I informed you at the beginning — possibly then 

you didn't quite grasp, not knowing what was coming 
.later —..that under Public law No. 135 which vjas 
passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was' empowered by that Congress under that 
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal 
Government who are alleged members of subversive 
organizations, 

”A, It was the word alleged,that I was addressing myself 

to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it 
was news to me. I think the purpose of the resolution 
is laudable. 
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I*am not at liberty to furnish you the information 
from the files. 

But if you could give me some indication of what 
if was you had in mind, I would knav what to address 
noy statement to. 

•I couldn’t give you any indication. The only indica¬ 
tion is by the questions I have already asked you 
as to what the allegation could possibly be'. That is 
all I am at liberty to furnish you. 

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the 
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I 
don’t know T;hat particular kind of statement wpuld be . 
helpful. ISy background and record, 1 assume, are 
available to you anyway. I am a lawyer-by training., 

I have been employed by the Federal Govei^ent half 
of th.e time since 1 graduated from law school, and 
the rest of the time I was employed in a private 
law firm in Boston and New York. I came down here in— 
1933'at the behest ,of the Government. I remained 
according to ny statement at the behest,of the Govern¬ 
ment. I think I could have made a good deal more money 
if I had stayed.in the private- practice of law in ' 

New York. ySy reason for coming to Washington was 
not to make money, but to be helpful .to the country. 

As a lawyer, -I don’t ascribe aiy significance to 
self-serving statements, but vdthout knowing what 
specific kind of things you have in your files, which 
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don’t 
know what to say that would be helpful to you in 
the way of a statement. 

Well, this is not a bearing. This is purely a 
voluntary interview, and the intesrv^iew is made a 
part of the investigative report in our file. Is 
there anything further you wish to say? 
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”A. • I’d like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform 

■ my immediate superior of the Department of State 

of the fact that you called me in hereo 

”Q. Ihat is entirely up to you'l 

At the time the above information was developed, HISS 
resided at 3415 Volta place,. No ¥., Washington, D» Co, and was Assistant to 
the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State. 

On l^ay 4, 1945, the Bureau burnished this office with 
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. .|,^(1BBRLE, former Undersecretary 
of State, D. S. State Department, who received the information from one 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an 
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937, and at one time 
Vifas Editor of the ’’Daily Worker” and subsequently was Editor of ”Mew Masses”. 
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Consnunist Party at that time was interested 
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washing^n, D, C,, and 
this tinder ground movement was originally headed by HAROL^i^RE. 

/ 

!Ihe following is set out from the original notes: 


”I,ondon Underground Espionage Agent 

■ (1) Dr. PHILIpfesENBLIETT - Formerly of C41st St, & B’way, HE) 
Dr^CKEENBERG -_MD (West 70th NT . . 

Brouher-in-law . . 

American leader of British Undergrwind C. 

Head in America MacJ^flforen (alias^^ilipovitch 
- allegedly Yugoslav) - 
real -name - ? 


ROSEHBLIETT - in U.S. ' ‘^4^ 

connected with Dr, ISAIOT^MliLER - Chemist’s Club 41st St, 
Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J. 
was ’front’ behind MACK MOREH existed - in 
MILLER'S employ \i ^ 

I&iew PRESSMAN - his alias was ’COL'f^ILIPS’ - 
Introduced him'to MACK MOREN, buying arms 
, , for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov’ti - 
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PRESS MAN - as couasel - helped _MQRSL- nsde 
to Mexico with himj forced down . 
at Brownsville, Tex. in late ’36 or early 
’37 - probably fall of ’36. 


PRESSfiAN 


was 

A JA • A« ~ 

NATHMOTT - Secretary of the NIRB ^ head of the 
miderground group, after HAROLD WARE r- 

; - followed WITT in that group - 

Tax Div’n - Dep’t of Justice & now ^ 
in giO (M^ARE’.s widow ^ JESSICi^ilTH 
^ j Ed. Soviet Russia),/ 

V ^ 

Mb. AB.T - Sister; MARION#BAGHARACH - Secretary 
- Communist from-Minnesota. 

(JESSICA -SMITFU ^th Rauters in, 1926- - 
, friend.of LOUI^^SGHSR) 

Meeting^placet JOHN ABT’s house ■-^15th St. 
GHARLES^IVITSKI - alias CHARLES^^MER' - (C 
worked^in. La-F.oilette. CommiAtee - 
Physi^cist.L 


I.O.) 


7INCEM>f^’REN0 - Now at Aberdeen Proving Grounds -/ 
Formerly GP AJomputer - Math. Assist, to CblTf^^RNIG 
organizer under (Aerial bomb sight Detectors) f 
alias ’LANG^LM. ’ ^ • 

PHILI^&NO - in Social Security (??) .-r 

Was head.of Underground Trade .Union Group 
Political leader 

ELINOR^^LSON . treasurer of Fed. Employees’ Union - 
(Fed. .Workers’ Union,. C .1.0. - headed by 
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RENO connected with BsQ-timor^ Psrtjr 

■organd^erBMJAMIN fCOTBET^^IEDMAN 
alias<,^iEtJ3 -^then ’California - then Russia 
- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of Above-Ground Party - Underground connections - 



State 

• Post - Editorship, Foreign Servic.e Journal 

was in Alexandria Unit of GP - in 
•Underground Apparatus* - 
OTGM - LAURENCE - (Member .CP ??)' 

(?;ADLEIGH-)/TOLEr - Trade Agreement Section 
^OVELL - '• 'I « 

/ Communist Shop Group 


y 




ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - • JI 
European~6Jvif!f - FIELl^^"s 




IELUGGAN - •julien wadleich 




went into I.E.O. 
Repatriation 
PERTZ 


West European__ 

-j^EVINE says he is outj 
' Then in Committee fo^ 

His lead’er was HEDD^ 

LAU(2ILB®?UERIE{- Y/as a .»Fellow Traveler* - 

.helped various Communists -.never went the. 
whole way, - . 



S,E,C. - 


PHILIP RENCl- used to be 


Trea'sury - 




SCHLOME?{f&LER (SOLDER?) 

■ Counsel*s Office •. 

Sendk weekly’reports to C.P. (Gen. Counsel’.s Office) 
FRAN^^OE ■- Now teacher at McGill. 

^ 'There are two 5 brothei - One of them 
in CP’s ’Foreign Bureau* BO^COE, 
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Known. fro^t^TERS - formerly, in Bela Kun 

Govti Agricultural Commissariat - called GandoszC?) 
Then to. Russia - then here,, in Business Office of 
Communist paper Elori' - then, after 1929 - 
head of CP. Under ground, lived i:^Hamilton'-Ap»ts. 
¥oodside, L. 1. - under. alias^^mVER’ 
lectured in Communist camps 
Friend: .^BIAKE* of »Freiheit* - Real name - 
it^INER -/ American: Polish Jew. - 
/ P]Ea?ERS was responsible for Washington Sector ^ 

' Went- to Moscow - where is.he now? - 

Wife - a' Comintern courier - -xx 
■ West Coast - Heads 'The Old Man>^\V0LK0? is t . 
his real name - daughter a C.omintern 
courier. He knows-the West Coast' 

.underground - Residences S.an FrSncisco 
or Oakland - . 


ALEXA'ND^tfRACHTENBERG - Politburo - 

! member of the Exec. Commit'bee 
Head of GPU in U.S.. 

Works with PETERS -' 


Plans for two Super-battleships - . 

secured in ■1937. r- who gave - . . 

.^^^'KARP - brother-in-law of^kOLOTO? - working 
/^With SCOT'^^ERRIS, got this released - 

Wows Naval Architect working on it, why?? y, 

.FIELD w as original contact • • / / 

He .introducecU3liGGAN-to GOMPERT.^CHEQB^) ^ / 
'DUGGAN'S relationship -was casual -. ' 7 

Shall excuse? - Where is JiSPDA— ■ / 

GQMP.ERT.2 ?' - . I ' 

^DUGGAN &■ FIELD supposed to have j 
been both.members of party. - / 
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DONALD HISS • ' ’ • 

Vi'ifiTippine Adviser). ' 

• .Manber of C.P. vfith tPRESSMAN & (1mT -■ 

, Labor Dep»t. - Asst, to FRANCES PERKINS 
Party wanted him there - to .send him 
as arbitrator in BRIDGES trial -• 
Brought along by brother - • 


ALGER HISS 


Ass't to SAYRE - CP - 1937 
Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
. Baltimore boys - 

Yfife r PRISCILLA. HISS- Socialist - • 
Early days of.New.Deal 


gpte - When LOT/iIenDERSON intervieijred MrA^DBENS his report immediately 
went back, to Moscow. Who sent it/ - Such came from-Washingtono” 

WHITTAK® CHAMBERS , was interviewed on May 10, 1945, by 
agents of the New York Office in his offices in' the Time and Life Building, 
Rockefeller .Center, New York, City. During the course of this interview, 
CHAMBERS stated that after, a term .of .service as Editor of the "New Masses” 
he was brought in contact with a man'-whom he -loiew simply a^^THUR. ARTHUR' 
introduced CHAMBERS to a man whom he recognized as a fom^ Treasurer of 
a Hungarian Communist newspaper -who had also published' numerous articles on 
Communism under the name of J..^T.ERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER. 

The latter told CHAMBEIRS that jChAMBERS would aet as a courier between, himself 
and ARTOUR until further notice.'-. During the course of this, interview,- 
CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning 
the operations of the Soviet in-telligence service with which he believed 
ARTHUR to be associated. Li.approximately'1935 his courier activities' between 
ARTHUR and PETER' ceased. . At that time-he was instructed by PETER to cpn-feact 
HAROLD -WARE in Washington,' D. .C., and .was told that he .would act as a connect¬ 
ing link between HAROLD WARE iii Washington and PETER in New York City. 
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■ In approximately 1935. be was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD WA RE in Washington, D. C. and waa told he wotild be the connecting link 
between WARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition, to these activities 
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and 
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by V/ARE. CHAMBERS, ex¬ 
plained that WARE was the leader of a group of men composed of government 
employees in.high salaried positions who were Comraxinist members, but v/hose 
activities with’ the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the 
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further’that there were several 
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten 
individuals who did not know of the existence or members of any of the other 
units but who maintained liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him¬ 
self, was the liaison between the particular unit headed by HAROLD IfARE and 
PETER, and that he did not know of aiy of the operations of the other liaison 
men between PETER and underground units in 'Washington, ’D. C. He stated that 
the organization headed by WARE was .composed of approximately eight Individuals, 
and that almost everyone .of these, was himself a leader of another underground unit 
operating in 'Washington ^nd consisting of six to eight members.’ 

CHAIfiBER^ stated he identified the folloy/’ing individuals as 
'having been m^bers of the/^particular Underground unit in which he was interested: 


HENffl^pmNS 

NATHANJTOLOW 


aHARLES-^SMES.- 

ALGER HISS 
DONAL PjsSi^ 
NATHM WITT 


• .He stated there were two other unidentified individuals, 
one of whom had the last name of POST. 

- . According to CHAJffiERS, this group had as its meeting place 
the violin studio belonging to HELEIOTARE, the sister of HAROLD WARE, vdiich was 
located above a florist shop on,-Connecticut Avenue at Dupoht Circle. They also 
me-t in the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the 
violin studio belonging to HEIiEN IliARE, h^stated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT*s 
house on 15th Streetj the apartment of HENRY COLLINS on St. Matthevifs Court over 
a garage, which was the’ principal meeting place of the group, and that one night 
they met at the home of KRAMER «• 
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In connection with ALGER H]3S, CHAMBERS recalled that while 
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several 
occasions with HAROLD .1 i?ABE.<s group, and that he had usually attended when the 
group meetings were held at I MX,.COLLI NS» house. He added that when HISS 
went into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated 
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet 
socially with a lot of them and T?as particularly close to JOHN AST’s sister, 
MARION BACHRACH. , ■ 


Ihen CHAMBERS was asked whether or not he believed that 
HISS might teve broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe 
he may have dropped out, and as a reason for this belief explained that after 
he had broken with the Party he had nade a special trip to HISS’ home in 
Qeorgetovm,. Washington,- D. 0., with the purpose of talking.HISS into breaking 
avray from the Party. CHAMBERS explained that' when he arrived PRISCILLA H15S 
was the only one there and while CHAKfflERS momentarily excused himself to go 
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone 
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned 
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGER HISS. 

THIhen HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and 
then CHAMBERS talked with. *HISS all night long in an effort to persuade HISS 
to leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face 
HISS had refused to break, with the Communists and had-.given as a reason for 
not breaking his loyalty to his. friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his 
reason in -going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist 
Party vras that he personally thought an awful lot of HlSS and considered him 
an intelligent and decent young man vAiose Better judgment should have led him 
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion 
one of the strongest reasons for HUBS’ maintaining contact with the Coiranunist 
Party .was the fanatical loyalty to.thie Communist Party on the part of HISS’ 
wife. ’ ■ ■ . . 

... In November 1945 > T-8, a confessed Soviet espionage a.gent 
and courier, fiumished considerable information concerning the operations of a 
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged 
that HAROLpV^L^SER, an OTployee of the U. S. Treasury Department, had been 















a member of the ring, and-stated that G ^ SSEEL-h ad been working in Europe for 
• the Treasury Department and had cbopped“out pf the so-call^d^PERLO group in 
Washington, D. G., which group the informant had named/as/one phase of the 
espionage conspiracy. The informant .stated that VICTO^^RLO, alleged head of 
this group, had-told her that GLASSER had asked him if^he, GLASSER, would be 
•able to re-burn to the PERLO group, PERLO, in explaining why GLASSEE had left 
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or -two others had been 
taken some time before by an .American in a go-^ernment agency in Washington, 

D, C,, and had been turned over to some Russian, PERLO told the informant 
that he did not know the identity' of this. American, and that CJIARLES«iaiAMMl»,'* 
also a prominent figure- in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knev/, was 
the only person -sAio had possession of this information, KKhile talking with 
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, the informant brought this matter up 
■ and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER a-way from 
the PERLO group was named HES and that he was employed by the D. S, State 
Department, , 

The informant stated that^^'^CK**, a Russian contact, advised 
of the information relative to GLASSER and In the Spring of 1945 the informant 
obtained ah article concerning the S-bat,e Department from the newspaper '*PK« 
in -vriiich HISS -was mentioned. At that time I’JACK*' s-bated to the informant that 
he had learned the identity of HISS, 

The informant s-bated further that on one occasion, GREGORY 
'fv SniJ^gRMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the 
' informant that 7ICT0R PERLO -was upsetting existing arrangements among the 
members of his group in Washington and asked if the/informant could do some¬ 
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told^BILL”, a Russian cpn-fcact, 
about the SILVERMASTER complaint’ and he stated tham .he lorew a person named 
-^’•GENE**, who could “lay’down the law to those boys and straighten them out'*. 

■' The informant s’bated that it ’was his impression he was referring to HISS who 
had been mentioned in the “PM" article apd -who -was’stated to be an advisor to 
DEAN ACHESON in- the S-tate Department. ’ 

As a result pf the allegations of T-8, an investigation was 
'' instituted by this office late in November 1945j in the course of vrtiich the 
following information was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this 
information was furnished by T-9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his' -wife. 
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PRISCILL4 HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern¬ 
ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is considered to be completely reliable 
by this office. 

It was determined that HISS, with- his wife and one child 
resided at 3210 P Street, N. Woj that he was employed at the Department of 
State in the Office of Special Political Affairs,' 

Physical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30, 
1945> reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the 
State Departmenti 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. Vf,, during this 
period. 



On the evening of November 27, 1945, an unidentified man 
was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N, I". 
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNEU^^LGHMAN of that address, 

T-9 advised that TILGHMAN, who. by that time vms a resident of Baltimore] 'vras a 
visitor at the HISS hpme on December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter 
to have been.in fairly frequent contact with ADGER HISS, Investigation re¬ 
flected that TILGHMAN was .a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the 
Federal government with the Federal Writers' Project, the A.A,A, and finally 
the Department of State, 

On •^e evening of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently 
identified as HAROLD w)!^TEIN and LORIN §.i|S^ElN, visited the HISS home. 
According to T-9, the .®ISSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period¬ 
ically in 1946, Investigatipn reflected that STEIN had been.born in Nevf York 
City and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before 
joining the Government service in 1934 with the F,S.R,C, From December 1935 
■to. May 1939 he •was with the Works Projects Administration with a brief period 
in 1938 as Trial ExamineP with the National Labor Relations Board. From 1939 
■bo 1941 he was Assistant Director of -the Hearings Branch of the Wage and 
Hour' Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the 
War Production Board in the Office for Emergency Management-,. 

An investigation of STEIN ■was conducted at that time and 
various individuals ■with whom he had previously been employed in the govern¬ 
ment service described STEIN as "pinkish”, "definitely leftist and otherwise 
Communistically inclined". 
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One RAL3H\D§SOLO ot Brooklyn, New York, a former member 
of the Communist Party, and one EDWir^ANTA of New York, also a former 
number of the Communist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdovm 
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York Cityi“ 

The indices of the House-.Committee on Un-American Activities list STEIN 
^as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs« 
jSTEIN^s. a member of the Washington Bookshop Associationo Both of these 
■^rgaiilzations were cited by, the Attorney General of the United States as 
coming vdthin the purview of Executive Order 9835, 

Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS’ 
associates^t the Department of State were ISAAC N, P-^^OKES, 11: 

GORDON BXsTRONG and ELWOOD KU^HQMPSONo T-9 -reported that'THOMPSON and 
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship 
appeared to carry over into the social field, . The files of this office 
contained no information concerning these individuals. 

On December 1, 1945^ HISS and his family visited his 
brother, DONAl)D_H.IS^ at 3030 Q Street, N, W«, fjctshington, D, G« On December 
2, 1945, tHe HISS family drove to BajLtmore and visited HISS’ mother, Mrs® 
CHARLES .A^ISS'arid his sisters, LUqKan(d.MARY C^^SS, That evening Mr, 
and Mrs, HISS visited the home of-"]:7E6NAl^OUTffiVAITE, 1708 - 21st Street, 

N, W,, Washington, D, C,, and the home o^ nis brother, .DONALD HISS at 3030 
Q Street, N., W, Mr. and Mrs, OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISS on 
the evening of December 4, 1945® OUTffiTAlTE was’ identified as a former 
employee of the Veteran's Administration, the National Resources Planning 
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a 
Lecturer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology, ' 

. . Oa the morning of December 4, 1945, 3 couple subsequently 

identified as-Mr. and Mrs,. BM T^fpIOORE. of 3101 P Street, N. W,, Washington, 
D, C,, were observH being driven doTOitovra by Mr, and Mrs, HISS in the HISS 
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November 
29,. 1945® ^BEN MOORE visited the HISS home' for dinner on September 21, 1946, 
and according to T—9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with 
each other. Investigation reflected that MOORE had been born in New Jersey 
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served-as a 
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Eesearch Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935» 
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist vrith the Uo So Department of 
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production 
and Management and the War •'Production Board. He entered military duty in the 
Summer of 1943* His wife was onployed by the War Department in 1944, accord¬ 
ing to a credit report. 



-On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited 
Metropolitan Club and la ter-visited the house of M?L. ,and Ifrs .__tip.SEPH COY . 
“fy ijRM Ij, 10 Quincy .Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland. Mr. (BEEN was identified as an 
employee of the Department of State. 


On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr., and Mrs. HISSwere 
the guests of LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSOM^SSlTH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N, 
Washington, D. Ci SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had 
, previously been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency 
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission, 
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
since 1933• Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action,' mentioned hereinbefore. 


At approximately this time, T-10, a completely reliable 
sotirce who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, 
advised tha~t PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS ivould'sail for London 
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This informant also reported that both Mr. apd' 
■Mrs. ALGER HISS had been spending a lot of time oh the problem of Atomic Enei'gy 
v/hich was related to his work on the United Nations. HISS was reported to be 
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings 
on the subject. Together they had been attempting "to read and understand the 
SMYTH Report. (3n December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading 
HENRY .^^5MYTH*s boo^"Atomi(\Energy for Mili'bary Purposes”. ' / 

' ■ On December 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA. HISS had 

been in' contact with an .individual known to the informant only aMwlA, 

On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of Jail^ry 17, 1946, 
the topic of which -was "What Does the Returning G. I. Expect at Home?" During 
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of 
Comnerce and stated they had, nevertheless given terrific applause to the very 
progressive remarks of BILft^DLDINj the Cartoonist and another individual. 

t 
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The individual knovm as LOLA stated she had liked the stat^ent in vAiich the 
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American 
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after 
all vfere not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage 
earnerso Mrs. HISS stated that that is vrhat democracy is and that there 
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow. 
This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT "{JIMAI^ORTON, also 
knovjn as LOLA G^J^ORTQNo She v^as a member of the Vfashington Committee for 
Democratic Action• 


Confidential Informants reported that she was generally 
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of 
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in 
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League 
of nYomen Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a 
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women.J^hoppers, Her 
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government, service as Director 
of Laformation in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941o 
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On’December 22j 1945j HISS advised T—9 that he vras going to 
Baltjjnore that afternoon to •visit his mothero 

On December 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS 
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was lea-W.ng for London in a few 
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be held in Londono 

This informant also reported that during the last half of 
December, HISS was engaged primarily in arrangements for this conferenceo 
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on 
December 19,■1945* 

He depiarted for New York City on December 29, 1945, and 
sailed from Nevf York City for England aboard the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on 
December 31, 1945* 

• ' HISS was absent from the United States from December 31, 
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which, date T-9 reported that he had re- 
. turned to his home in Washington, Do C®, having flown back from England® 

On December 30, 19>^, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS appeared 
to be friendly with one DOROTHEA^LAISDELL® Her name was reported to 
appear on the membership lis’b of/the Wasliington Committee for Aid to 
China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or¬ 
ganized as a Communist front group® Her husband, DONALD CHRIST ^^LAIS- 
DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs® HISS during ^une 
1946* - . • 

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that he had been con¬ 
nected Mfith the Carnegie Endoment for .International Peace in 1935 and 
• had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of 
State* His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the Washing¬ 
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com¬ 
mittee on^ Un-American Activities* BLAISDELL denied membership in tiis 
organization in a signed statement furnished in March 1942* 

On February 4, 1946, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS was en¬ 
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed 
at raising $1200.®00® This informant stated that at this time a woman 
vfas 'in contact with Mrs® HISS and advised that she had heard fror, NIIDER 
and that he was expected home sometime-between the 12th and the 20th of 
December,® This informant subsequently ascertained that WIU)ER and MARCIA 
3 /FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family anA.that there 
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appeared tb be considerable-‘a;SSScrati on between the two families oU?he 
informant learned further tha t'<EPO I^had apparently been at the M Con¬ 
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a 
home in Larchmont, New York in the spring of 1946« 

^ On February S? 1946j Mrs* HISS was requested by one .ALICE. 

^T^SragNG-to assist in .raising money for the National Conference of Chris- 
' tiahs and Jewso • Mrs. HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls 
and take any other action desired in assisting this projecto 


The informant learned on February 9> 1946, that HISS’s 
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of 
Mro COHEN (possibly BE^OHENt) and Mro VANDENBERG (presumably A RTIIUR.,H . 
^YAl^DENBERG) o / 


Mrso HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and 
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the TJN Conference 
and added that he vas to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during 
Marche It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom¬ 
pany STEITINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele¬ 
gation. there became Imowno 


On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in¬ 
dividual knovm to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrse HISS 
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get in touch 
Tfith her and her hus'tende (It is believed that this individual may 
have been HENRY HCL^^OLLINS, Jr®, .whom other sources had reported as 
recently returned frfom overseas») 

On-February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS 
would speak on the radio on March 2> 1946, on the Foreign Bolicy Asso¬ 
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on 
March.'10, 19460 


On March 13, 1946, Mrs* HISS told the informant‘that her 
husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day 
and that he escpected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later 
that month in New York City. On the following day Mrs. HISS advised 
tliis source that HISS was tb be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18 
to 20, 1946, but did not reveal the purpose'of this trip. 
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HISS had left for Boston March 17y 1946<> and would probably go to New 
York on March 24> 1946« On the same d^ the informant learned that Mrso 
HISS was going to lunch with Mrso TRIGm^IE, wife of the Secretary Gen¬ 
eral of the tW and that she was later g^ng to the Capitol with Mrs» LIE 
to meet Mrs'^ONNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM JONNALLY of 
Texas)# 

MrSo HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS 
was going to New York and would be gone about a week# However, the in¬ 
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946, 
since the informant vras personally in touch with him at that time# HISS 
apparently returned to New-York again since Mrs# HISS advised the in¬ 
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl¬ 
vania at New York City# Later on that date the informant learned at 
the .Department of State that HISS would arrive iii TJashington the fol¬ 
lowing mox’ning March 30, 1946# HISS contacted the informant on the 
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and 
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York 
0ity» 

The informant was personally in contact with HESS during 
April 1946 , only on the l6th and l9th of that month. Mrs. HISS indi¬ 
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a 
great deal, apparently in connection with UN business. 

This informant reported that on April 5, 1946, an uniden¬ 
tified woman contacted Mrs, HISS and requested that she join the mass 
parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA. Mrs. 
HISS indicated that she was unabie to get'away from.the house as she had 
no one to stay with her son. 

On April 12., 1946, Mrs. HISS arranged, for some one to sit 
with her son on April I 4 , 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at 
the Pan American on April I 5 before noon. The informant was not aware 
of the nature of Mrs. HISS*s business a.t the Pan American Union on that 
date. 

Mrs. HESS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she 
.and heir son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly 
the whole summer. The informant also learned that the HISS, family ex¬ 
pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual namewDORIS who 1 
was not otherwise identified. 



On TAarch 20, 1946, Mrs, HISS told the informant that 
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The informant also learned on April 19? 1946? that ALGER 
HISS had had a speald.ng engagement in Baltimore earlier that ireoko At 
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Director 
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Department of Stateo 


The informant' learned from MrSo HISS on April 22? 1946? • 
that AIGER HISS v/as going to take a vacation in July and that arrange*^ 
ments had heen made to secure a farm for that month trith one DORIS^Bi?ELL 


The informant learned ^on April 26? 1946? that ALGER and 
PRISCILLA HISS had been ^vited to attend a large dinner party at the 
home of HAROLD and LORIN^TEIN in Chevy Chase , that evening o 


HISS was ill during the latter part of Kay 1946 and 
mained at home from his office» T-9 was*present on May 23? 1946? during 
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JAC^SOSS? another employee of the 
State Department? at which time they discussed State Department^ affairs o 
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk vdtJi^DOH" and JACgJ^HCKPSOH 
about getting a certain atomic energy man<. The fnformant stated that 
the conversation was largely concerned irith plans for a coordinating 
center regarding atomic energyo HISS at this fcime indicated that there 
were some' papers on his desk at the offics^ relating to the atomic energy- 
matter as well as a draft of a speech fo^^AR'JCH« 

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this 


matter again on May 1946? vdth specific reference to personnel o 
They referred to on^^OKOLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy 
business® They indicated that from the history of treatment by the 
Military Staff Committee? they vrere uncertain as to just hoy/ much the 
Atomic Energy Commission v/ould want the secretariat to do® 


In the further course of d3.scussion. HISS stated that he 
felt they v/e-re well organized to take care of the .BARUCH procedural 
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the 
substance® He stated he felt it v/as necessary to get somebody who 
knevT something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of 
the general disarmament picture® 


On May 26? 1946? a person known to the informant only 
as^ORTER contacted HIS^ advising that he thought HISS should check 
up on a story by SGOTT^wASSMUSSEN in the New York Times foi- Kay 26? 
19460 PORTER advised that representatives of various news services 


and newspapers had been chasing Iiim about the story® HISS stated 
that Phe*'? apparently referring to RASSfiSJSSEN could not have been 



Kisseloff-11934 







mo ~ 74“94 


f f 



righter had he been inside the departmento But HISS did not see that 
that meant that apparently referring to the State Depax'tment, 

could say anytihing to the other people and HISS added that he (Jid not 
Imow where "he" got ito 

BEM, MOOREL who has been previously identified in this re'- 
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28 j 1946 y 
according to this soorceo 

On Jime 1, 1946? the informant learned that HISS was 
still ill but expected to return to his duties in the State Department 
on June 3o HISS planned to take off the entire month of July^ hoTfever, 
on June 3? the inj?orraant advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors 
Hospital for three days to take penibillin treatmento 

DO ROTHEA BL4ISDEL L contacted HISS on June 7 and told liim 
that her husband^ D0W)^1 jHs'dELLj had returned from Chicago where he had 
been going over the tSiicago Roundtable Discussion programc 

On the follo7ri.ng day, HISS and an individual believed by 
the infoimiant to be JAC.ILRQ.S .S of the Stete Department, were in discus¬ 
sion and ROSS .told HISS that HERSCH^^JOMSON was coming to the State 
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on 
the Spanish questiono The informant gathered that there vms a rd.de 
division of opinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHE N,> and DEA^CHESON and 
that ROSS ijidicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalists. /' 

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10, 
19460 The informant learned that on June 15, 1946j) HISS-and DEAN 
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN 
on which HISS was vforlcingo 

PRISCILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the 
HISS family was leaving on June 28, 1946<) for^ an all-summer vacatioUo 
The informant v/as present on Jime 24, 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked 
HISS if the latter rras having a meeting with DEAN ACHESON and if so, 
JOHNSON wanted to have AI.GER mention confidentially to ACHESON but 
not ope.nly at the meeting, the desired voting procedure and also the 
present policy on the veto in th^^tomic Commissiono HESS replied - 
that he v/ould take this up v/ith ACjHEsun and informed JOHNSON that 
he would immediately give him ACHESON«s views on these points^ JOHfl- 
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow out 
exactly what ACHESON wanted* 
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On' the same date PRISCILLA. HISS told the informant that 
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29^ -1946 at the home ' 
of their friends the FOOTJIS at SoarsdalCj New Yorkj and that PRISCILLA. 

HISS was contemplating a teacher®s job at Potomac School on her return 
i.n the fall# 

The informant learned.on June 27,, 194*3#,fro® PRISCILLA 
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day fo ^KELLOGC^MIT H s 
hote l in Chestertown, Maryland, and that they planned on I'ea^ng for ■Ver¬ 
mont on July 1, .19460 

HISS and his family were absent from iiJashington, D* Co 
from June 28, 1946 until July 31# 1946# , 

On August 7# 194.6# the informant reported that Mrs# HISS 
had been contacted-by MrSo HELE^ROVINSE of 315 Spring Street# Chevy 
Chase# who had inquired if MrSo/HISS belonged to the League of Women 
Voters o Mrso HISS stated that she. did not but that she always had been ■ 
a well-wishero Mrs# PROVINSE advised that she vras going to be chairman 
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted Mrs# HISS to work 
on this committee this year# MrSo HISS agreed to do this if she had time 
but replied that she had a part-time ‘Job at the Potomac School Tfhere her 
son# TONY# would be enrolled# Mrs# PROVINSE mentioned that she was par<’» 
ticu3.arly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about 
eight people# 


T”9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled 
TONY HISS at the Marjorie ?Jebster Junior College at l6th Street and 
Columbia Road# N# W# 


D0NAI#D HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din¬ 
ner on August* 12# "1946# by PRISCILLA HISS# Mr# and Mrs# BEN'T# MOORE ^ 
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14^ i9T6'o'^' / ' ^ * 


This informant advised that ^ August 15# 1946# ALGER 
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr# ADL^^i^TEVENSON (it is 'believed 
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of 
the State of Illinois)# 


On August 17# 1946# an individual believed to have been 
mm HILL COLLINS#^ Jr# # invited the HISS family to the COLLINS’ home 
for the following 'day# In tliis connection attention is directed to in¬ 
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged 
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participation of HENRY HI LL COLLINS,., Jr, in a Communist underground grot 
as alleged by ?/HIT-TAm CHaIbERSo It is noted further that investigation 
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential lioformant 
relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in 
'uVashingtonp D o C«j reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of J OSEPH Bo 
: and of ^EIA and SONI^(^LD who were described by T-8 as members'of 
Soviet e^ionage vlxigj 


oi,GREGG 

''this 




Confidential Informant T”9 was present on August 24j 19^^$ 
duri.ng a discussion between HEE^HEL J OHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time 
they discussed a Yugoslavian 'matter'and'"both agreed that it looked favor~ 
able© According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former 
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited with be^ 
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain“ 
ihg their own political ends© JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece 
and thought the Greeks had undergone cruel injustices© HISS agreed© 

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to 
30,. 1946, according to this source© 


No pertinent information was developed in thi^ case until 
September 24, 1946, at which time T-9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis¬ 
cussion with an individual known to the informant only ^^‘BESS", mentioned 
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at the co¬ 
operative school© The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives 
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few 
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children 
had survived him and she considered that the children ware above hime© 

Mrs© HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard»“bitten creature, to 
which BESS replied that she did not know if he vfas a SfdLss. or not, blit 
that she had talked to him a little bit and did not like his attitude 
toward any minor races© 


HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August 
4, 1946, according“ty^thb"^'iff<^ant, concerning some matter having to do 
v/ith the UN meetings in New York City© 

On the following day the informant learned that the 
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE , and his wife sometime 
over the following week-end© This infomaMTstated that on October 11, 
1946, MAIRfi^OREIilAN, the ydfe of Dr© CLAROFORMilAN, who at that time Viras a 
leading fi^re in the Southern Conference^or Human welfare, discussed 
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art class in 
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which one of "the students, was a negro girlj, whose father was a dentist in 
Puerto Rico, adding that she .had met the girl’s family through the Sou¬ 
thern Cbxiferenceo She also mentioned that she and her husband were with 
the negroes the night that they wers refused admittance to lasner iudi- 
torium> adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard Uni¬ 
versity and had planned on seeing the balleto She stated that there 
were a hundred of .them and that they were t’li'ned away, but that most of 
them had expected it but had attempted it to see if they would be ad¬ 
mitted© She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting tliis 
matter© 


On October 17, 1946, 4LGER HISS accepted an invitation 
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of 
the United Nations. Association in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of 
October 25, 1946© 

Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the 
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations© T~9 reported 
that' on November 9, 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have 
been FRANCIS ]B,^S’AYRE,at that time diplomatic advisor to UHRRA, discussed 
UN matters. generally as well as the _possibility of SAYRE getting a job on 
the Trusteeship Council© They also discussed technical difficulties 
facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreements© 

This informant was^also present on November 16, 1946, 
during a discussion by DURWARD R^f^i^IFER of the State Department an d- 
ALGER HISS© SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In¬ 
ternational OrgahisatiCn Affairs in the Office of Special Political 
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments ' 
of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to work© The trouble seemed 
to center-around JOE^ANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations 
Department© SANDIFER the.n cited the names of two individuals whom he 
would not be able to obtain, but the informant was uncertain as to 
their names© SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that 
PANUCH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy attitude© 

- .One of the indi-viduals Tfhom SANDIFER had tried to get 

• into the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the 
'latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER®s unit. HISS agreed 
that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS 
that he might find it interesting to talk to another unidentified in¬ 
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH© 







In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in 
the spring of 1946, T-11 ad'^sed that there was an enormous espionage 
ring operating in Washington, Do C<, which had as its ultimate objective 
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energy, its spe^ 
cific uses aS' an instriunent of war .and commercial aspects thereof in 
peacetimeo Its purpose was to make such information available to the 
Soviet Uniono ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-U as involved 
in furnisliing the Soviet Union Tdth available information regarding 
atomic energy« This informant added that ALGM HISS was one of those 
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings o 

T-9 learned -on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had 
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law'School in Chicago, 
Illinois the previous week® On the same date, this informant was also 
present during a conversation laetween JACK THOMPSON ® HISS®s Special 
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of 
vfhich they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council 
of UN concerning technical military missions® The informant stated that 
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and 
. sundry papers" because "we" might need them® 

On December 9, 1946, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS had 
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace® 
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed,this and added 
■ that HISS succeeded Dr® NICHOLAS MUREA^^UTLER of Columbia University 
who had resigned in December 1945o JOM FOSTI^^DULLES was described as 
the Chairman of the Board of Tarustees of the Endowment® The article 
• stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provide for a 
Chairman of the Board and a full-time President who would be the exe- 
eutive officer® HISS was expected to .take over his new duties as soon 
as possible after Januarj’’ 1, 1947, following his resignation from 
government service® 

I 

On December 25, 1946, Mr® and Mrs® HISS visited the 
home of B ENJAMIN T® MOOR E® according to 1-9 and on December 31, 1946, 
according to’^his source,, they were to be, the guests of CHARLES A® 

.'^ lORS ICI, an attorney in Vfashington, D® C® '» 

This inforaant also reported that on December 25, 1946, 
PRISCILLA HISS’and one AN^'^A'JfLOR discussed a series of meetings which 
were to be held during February and March 1947 at s-hich prominent in¬ 
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union with 
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respect, •bo the political and economic phases of that countryo Mrso HISS 
indicated that she vd-shed she could be more enthusiastic about this matter 
but thought that it ^as a stale ideao She indicated that she would talk 
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings* 

On Oecembei' 30s 1946s Special Agents COURTLAI D J* JONES 
and WIIXIAM R» C0RIv!ELIS0K observed RO BERLlL.a gILEIRt,^XQ:., enter Room I64 
at the State Department at 3s34 P* M* This room was the office of ALGER 
HISSo MILLER was observed lea'ving at 4*03 P« M* 

ROBERT To MLLER, III, has been described by T-8 as a 
member of the So'saet espionage ring in Washingtons Do C* for which he 
acted as courier* ^ ^ , 

It is noted that T“13 who is considered to be completely 
reliables ad'vised that ROBERT To MILLER thanked HISS on March 7s 

'1947s for having placed MILLER, in contact -vTith on^^ENNEET (phonetic) •• 
in Nevr Xork City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS* name. From the 
ensuing conversations this informa’nt gathered that MILLER was to see 
DipNETT about a job Td.tk a new organisation vfhich EESS described as 
halving, to do wi'bh the distilbution of documentary and informational 
material- on the United Nations and, on the United States foreign policy 
in general* 

On January 8s- 1947s Confidential Informant T^'9 re¬ 
ported that ALGER HISS and H AROLD STEI N had discussed efforts to make 
contacts in oa‘d.er to get jo'Bs~TSr“"an*unidentified individual known only 
as AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the 
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as Secretary to the Far 
Eastern Commission, 

The informant learned on January 18s 1947s that HISS 
vrould have temporary offices at . 522 Fifth Avenues New Yoi’k Cityj after 
February Ij 1947*' KISS v/as expected to stay temporarily vfith one ^ 

^INGRA M until he found a permanent place to live in Nevf York* INGRAJi was 
described as one of BARUCH*>s boys. 

On Januai-y 25s 1947s this informan-b stated that HISS 
was very much interested in the appointment of JAG^^^^HIFOY in the 
Department ‘of State and HISS in this connection verified that PANUCH 
resigned the day of PEURlFOY's acceptance* - 
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On' January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS had 
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his 
office •\vith the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, No Wo, Washington, 
Do Co mss also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore 
and was then going on to Des Moines, lowao 

i 

On January 31? T~9 reported that 

had attempted to contact Mro and Mrso mSSo Neither had been ino 

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In¬ 
formant T-12 -who is considered to be reliable, advised on February 2, 1947{) 
that PRISCILLA, mss had visited IIENRY IIo COLLINS, Jro, at hJ.s residenceo 

ALGER mss resigned from the Department of State on Janu¬ 
ary 15, 1947 o After February 1, 1947? he was not regularly in Washington, 

Do Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab¬ 
sences from Tifashington, DoGo '* ' - ' 

T~9 learned from Mrso mSS on February 1, 1947, that HISS* 
New York office was in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to- 
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947o This informant sub¬ 
sequently learned that in the first half of Februarj'’ HISS spent some time 
in the homes of fM-HAWAOTATSON and POLI^HACKLETON in New York Cityi 

PRISCILLA, mss told T-9. on March S, 1947, that she and 
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS, in Nev/ York City the follow¬ 
ing Tfeeko ’ 

On March 9, 1947, HENRY mLL COLLINS, Jro, was observed 
entering the HISS residence carrying a brown leather briefcase, 

T-9 learned from ALGER mSS on March 26, 1947, that he 
and his family had.'been in New York City and had also visited Chappaquh, 

New York, T-9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., 
at the mss home in Washington, D, G,, on that date and that COLLINS \ias 
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947, - 

T-9- learned on March 2S,. 1947, from Mrs, mSS that •, 

ALGER m.SS Yfas to preside as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April 
7, 1947, by the Bryn M^wr OoLLege Endowment on the subject, “How Russia 
Does Business", It -was. learned that the sp^kers were to be RA^FLLIS' 
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HAN^jjHEBViAN, a German refugee and 
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instructor at Sampson College in New York and 
^^'YoujD^n,.Do.Business with Russia'*5 and ERNSST Go^OPES of the Department 
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON H&RTLEY^ head of the'^Council for Atomic Re¬ 
search® It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on 
April 7ji 1947? at the VVardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair¬ 
man of the meeting® He explained that it vias a series being held to 
raise money to increase the salaries of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col¬ 
lege® Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had 
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions 
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members 
for answer® 



T-9 learned on April 4s 1947? that the HISS family was 
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in 
September 1947 they virere going to move to New York® 

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were 
going to Vermont in June to T“’9 on May 18 s 1947® 

f ^ On May 31? 1947? this infox-mant was present v/hen MIT® 

-^LIPPMNNs a well known newspaper columnistj, and ALGER HISS discussed the 
HO'OVSR movement toward a separate peace with former European belligerents® 
LIPH'iAKJI commented that such, action vrould be a mortal blow to UN to which 
HISS agreed® LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons- of importance so 
that the proper actipymight be taken and i't finally agreed that KISS 
might spealc to JAIiUilSA^NES and DE AN ACI^ ON® HISS agreed to get to work 
on this matter and ^dicated thai' 'jie"'would let LIPHAANN know of his sue- 
ces^o 


On June 2, 1947, ALGER ICSS was intervie?fed by Special 
Agents CHARLES CLEVELAl'lD and EDV^ARD L® GRA&IPP at his place of employment, 
700 Jackson Place, N® W®, Washington-, D® C®, between the hours of 2?50 
P® M® smd 5sl5 P« Mo. At that time fUSS furnished the folloTdng informa¬ 
tion? 


HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to 
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) H© became associated 7/ith a small group 
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical 
Association® When iESS became a member of this group it had as its pur¬ 
pose the publication of discussions on labor law principally® HISS does 
not recall his official capacity, but does know that he was one of the 
editors of the association’s journal® At the time he became,a member of 
this group, according to his recollection, the following, individuals con¬ 
tributed to the publication of the ass^iationj JEROM^HELLERSTEIN.^ 
NA THAN WIT T-® LEE PRE SSJ^IAK a nd ISAD0R]|^0LIER, whose wife was JUSTINB^/ISE. 

yf . 
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any vmy vdth the 
organizational setup of the Juridical Association, but his contact was 
mainly that of Ysriting editorialso It was pointed out by HISS that the 
gz'oup was very loosely knito He stated that to his Icnowledge this group 
was not connected with the International Labor Defense, th^Satip^al^ 
F ederation fo i ^C onstitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guil dr^plte ftir°’ 
t£er""stated that~Ke'waS" not personally acquainted with^EAK^^^ROWDER and 
he had no Icnowledge that the mailing 3d.st of the Juridic^^/^sociation 
was used to advertise or increase the subscidptions to the "Neyr Masses" <. 

He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza¬ 
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HEL ICT:ST EIM and he 
v/ould be the one who would be in possession of^ne maiiing lists o He 
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the 
Juridical Association were or are members of the Communist Party, how- 
ever, ha stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as¬ 
sociation vdth the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHM^55U7fere 
Communists* He further alleged that HTSadT^rd that^P CLIER^ was a 
Communist* He further denied that the International JuridicS Associa- 
tion, while he was connected with it, followed the Communist program* 

HISS left this organisation when he came to .V/ashington, D* C* in 1933* 

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415 
Volta Place, N* ?/*, Wasliington, D* C*, however, he denied that he has 
ever been a member of the V/ashington Commo-ttee for Democratic Action* 

He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been 
at one time on the mailing list of this organization* He further denied 
membership and affiliation vdth the loxmg Communist League* He said he 
has never been, nor vms he now a member of the Communist Party* In addi¬ 
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with 
any members of the Communist Party* 

HISS stated the belief that his vdfe, PRISCILLA, was 
nevei* a member of the Washington Conunittee for Democratic Action, or 
the Communist Party* He did state, however, that she may have attended 
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from 
that Party* He denied tha^his brother, D ONALD HISS * a local attoi’ney, 
had ever worked for HAERiMridGES and to the besT of his knowledge 
DONALD was never considef^d for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES* 

He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not novr a member 
of the Communist Party* 

In connection with the allegation that WIOITAKER CHAMBERS 
furnished the State Department in 1939 that -ALGER HISS was an assistant 
to one SAIRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could 
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These are FRAJCIS^^ 


recall onlj'’ two individuals by the name of SKI^ c These are FRAi^S„,B^- 
SilRJE with v/hom he was associated in the State^Department and DA^^AIRS 
v<ho was formerly with the CAB and is novf teaching at Princeton Univer'” 
sityo HISS stated to his knoTfledge neither of these men were Communists» 

HESS stated that he T<as not acquainted ^idth an individual 
by the name of WHITTAKER CliAJilBERSo He said at least he could recall no 
one by that name as being one of his acquaintances o He further stated 
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited 
his home on any occasion« 

He stated that he became acquainted with f!AROl^^?ARE 
vfhile he, ALGER, was worlcing in the Department of Agriculture» He fur¬ 
ther remarked that he was acquainted with G HARLIS ^KRI ^PCSKYwho now goes 
by the name of C HA RR IS OAl^, having met him 'while^oth were employed 
at the United States Department of Agriculture o He stated that he has 
not seen KRAAIHI for quite some timee-i He remarked that he and LEE PR ESSMA H 
have knoVm each other since his attendance at Haanrard La?; SchooSHi' J}e"and 
PRESSIvlAN ?;ere associated on the Harvard Law Review, at which time HISS 
iTTote an ai’ticle for the Law Review on the subject, "lellov; Dog Contracts”»■ 
He further related that he has Imown BEMRI COLLINS since childhood, they 
'having attended'boys summer camps together7 and he considers COLLINS a 
close personal friend, ALGER'remarked that he is interested in birds and 
that COLLINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of 
ornithology, COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and 
HISS has often advised him of these problems, 

HISS could^not recall any person by the name of NATHAN 
lERLOWo He has known ALIC]^!1ENDHAM since about 1933 or 1934> when she” 

’v/a’S' T\L^ing a children's saaool. Her husband's last name vras P0??ELL, 
but he could not recall his first name. In connection, with the above 


named individuals, HISS could recall 
Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGOR^ 


eo one vrith the name of , 

ILVERf;lASTER, '*■ 


He denied ha'ving met at any time with any group at the 
home of HENRY COLLINS, or any other- place., where government infownatioh 
was discussed when those present had no right to the information, Nbr 
did HISS, know of any group of individuals which met together for the 
purpose of making government information available, oral or written, foi^', 
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government, He denied 
ha'ving e'Ver met as- a group idth the above mentioned individuals for "the 
purpose of making available government information to an unauthorized 
source. 
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HISS is acquainted luitla having first met him at 

the United States Department of Agriculture in an official capacityo He 
has also been acquainted with MARIAN who is AST's sister, having 

met ker for the first, time at the Department of Agriculture through her 
husbando 



-^HISS has never been known, to his ^owledge, by the name 
of or He further knovfs of no individual by the name of 

^®^ok»®GE]^^^SS having ever been employed at the State Department. 

■ lECSS adm3.tted that he met VICTO R^PERLO in 1934, but he 
could not recall him too well. Since his original contact \'d.th PERLO he 
has had .no further contact with him and does not know of his present- where" 
abouts. He met HAROLD. .GMSSER in an official capacity when GLASSES was an 
official of the Treasury Department, He denied that he had ever placed 
GLASSSl in touch with a representative of the Russia.n Government in order 
that he, GLASSES, might fux-nish government infoinnation to this unauthor¬ 
ized individual, 

HISS repeatedly denied that he had any information that 
any individual in or out of the’ Government has ever attempted to or fur- 
rd.shed,any government information to an unauthorized person. 

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HESS 
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25, 1946, he furnished the follow¬ 
ing background: He stated that shortly after his‘return from London, 
where he represented the United States in United Nations matters, in March 
1^6, he was called to the office of the then Secretary of State, JAMES 
BIRNESo To the best of his. knowledge BIRNES advised him that w - 

“divfSuals on the "Hill” had furnished BYRfj^ x'dth information'showing that' 
■HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists, HISS can recall only one 
individual on the-"12.11" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre¬ 
sentative CQK of Georgia, HESS remarked that he denied to BYRNES that he 
was a member -of the Communist Party or vdth any group which had Communist 
tendencies, BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney 
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter. After dis¬ 
cussion -with BYRNIS on this matter, it was agreed between them ’that HISS 
should appear at the Bureau voluntarily in an e.ffort to clear the allega¬ 
tions which BYRNES had presented to HESS, HESS stated thereupon he did 
visit the Bureau an.d talked to Assistant Director LADD on the matter. 
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FolloYriLng the foregoing interview with HESSj a signed 
statement was received from him and is being set out as followss 

'•Washingtonj Do C<, 

June 2p 1947« 

“Ij Alger Hissj make the following statement to Charles 
Cleveland and Edward Lo Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises of any kind have 
been made to me to induce me to make this statemento I have been advised 
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can be used against 
me in a court of law, 

'*V/hen 1 first went to New York City to. practice lavr I be^ 
came associated with th.g^ nternatiQnal Jurid ical , , A esoHy: nn. When ! be¬ 
came associated this association was a small group v/hich published a 
pamphlet on labor law mainly, I was one <^.f the editors of the Association's 
journal. The following men, according to my recollection, contributed to 
this publication; Jerome Heller stei n, Nathan Witt s, Lee Pressman and Isa^ 
dore_Po lier, whose wxife^was” Justine Wise““(pC)« This group *v/as not con¬ 
nected with the International Labor Defense, the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge. To my 
belief Ea rl Br owder did not use the International Juridical Association 
to advertxs^tHe ■ "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical. 
Association to inci'case the subscriptions to the "New Masses", I left 
this association when I came to Washington, D, C, I do not believe that 
any of the individuals in the Juridical Association were or are Commurists 
but have heard a number of 3.ndiid.duais state the belief, since my associ¬ 
ation Yfitk them, that Lee Pressman and Nathan Witt were Communists, I 
have also heard allegations that Po3i.er was a Communist, 


"I have never been a ^mber of or associated with the 
3^ ommit tee for Democratic Action or th^g|ju oung Comm unist League, -I have 
never be^ nor 'am I now a member of tl4 .Communist PartyT'Neither -am I 
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my 
knowledge, ■ 

"I can recall only two individuals by the name of Sayre 
Francis B, Sayre, with v/hom I was associated in the State Department and 
Dah~Sa.?;r.e who was formerly Y/ith the C, A, B, and is now teaching at 
Princeton Univei’sity, To my knoT^ledge neither of these individuals were 
Communists, 
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, tii’other Donald Hiss ^ a local lavjyer, never v/orked for 

* and to my !cnowleSge*"wa^’^ever considered for employment for 

or on behalf of Bridges o I am sure my brother was riot and is not noTf a 
member of the Communist Party, 

I 

aia iiot acquainted with an individual by the name of 
X nittaker Chambers, No individual by that name has ever visited my home 
on any occasion so far as I can recall, 

“I became acquainted 7dth Harold W are while I was in the 
epaitment of Agriculture, Also I am acquainted with Charles Kriyisl?y who 
is novr Icnown legally as Ch arles^ Kra mer 3 having met him vS^fe^StTwas^m-” 
ployed at the Dept, of A§?f8S?Eur^ Lee Pressman and I have knovm each 
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School, Pressman anH i were as¬ 
sociated on the Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note" for the 
lavr review on'the subject^ as well as I can remember j of "lellow Dog Con¬ 
tracts”, I have Imown H enry^ColH ns since childhood and consider him a 
close personal, friend, i cannot recall any person by the name of Sg^on^ 
I Aljxe.Mendha m quite well when she vras^runnj.ng a children«^' 

school in 1933 or 1934, Her husband’s last name wa.^ovrell, but I can’t 
recall his first name,. • I know no one by the name of vPost, in connection 
T7ith the above individuals ^ neither do I know N athan Wegory Silvermaster, 

. • ^ "I have never met 70.th any group at the home of Henry 

Collins or any other place where government information was -discussed when 
people who had no right to the information were present. Nor do I know of 
any group of indi^/iduals which met together wi-bhout authority to maka 
|overnment information available, orally or written, for the' use of the 
bo Viet Government,- 

first mfe-b John Ah' b at the Agriculture Depar’tment in 
an official capacity, I have* ne^r'littended any meeting of the foregoing 
type where John Abt vras present, neither have I visited at his apartment, 

I also met M arian Bachrac k at the’Department of Agriculture through her 
husband, ““ ““ ‘ , . 


"I have never been known to iay knowledge by the name of 
I ioiow of no. individual by the name of "Gene” or 
Eugene” lEss ha-ving been employed by the S-tate Department, 


, . . “©"t Tdth V ictor Per lo back in I934 hut I can’t recall 
him too well, I have had no further contact vdth him since approxindely 
that time and do not know of his. wh.ereabouts at this time. 






Kisseloff-11947 












"I met Haxold .Glassier in an official capacity as an 'offi¬ 
cial of the Treasury Department'* "I have never placed Glasser in touch 
Tfith'a Russian representative in order that he might furnish government 
information to this individualo 

“The foregoing represents summaries prepared by Messrs* 
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions 
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June 
Zp 194’7« I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my 
knovfledge they are true and correct* I was asked by Igents Grampp and 
Cleveland if I’ would give them a signed statement on the information I 
had given them orally* 


ALGER HISS 

Witnesses: 

mmD L* GRAMPP, F* B. I* • • - 

CHARLES Go CLEVELAND, F* B* I*" 



On the. afternoon of June 2, 1947, Mrs* PRISCILLA HISS 
was interyiev;ed at her home, 3210 P Street, N* W*, by Special Agents 
COHRTLAND J* JONES and '57ILLIAM H* IdARR* The interview began at approxi¬ 
mately 405 Po M* and was concluded at 5:00 P* M* The interview was 
initiated by informing Mr^s* HISS that it was being conducted upon in¬ 
structions from the Attorney General and she was also informed that she 
had the right to refuse to answer any questions and make any statements 
concerning any allegations which would be brought to her attention* 

Mrs* HISS was informed' that the Bureau had information 
to the effect that her husband j ALGER HISS, had, while employed- by the 
Federal Government, collected' and. secured information from the files of 
the government agency and turned this information over- tp a third party 
who was not authorized to receive same* She was also informed that her 
husband was allegedly a. member of a ring which was; formed for the purpose 
of securing information from Government files and other sources and.de-. 
13.vering such information throu^ appropriate channels to the Soviet 
Union* . . ' .,. . • . ' . 

Mrs« HISS -immediately commented that the afd^ementioned 
allegation was “absolutely false” and requested that she be furnished 
more information concerning the specific allegation* She was advised ' 
that this phase of the interview would "be resumed at 'a later time and 
that it was. now desired that she answer questions concerning her know¬ 
ledge or acquaintance with various personalities* 
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In answer to questions put to her^ she stated that she is 
acquainted with GH^^LES KBUiERj that she has Icnown him for a long time^ 
having met,him while He^and'TiSr husband, ALGER, Ytete employed by the De^ 
partment of Agriculture, She added, however^, that she has not seen KRAMER 
for a number of years. She stated that she is acquainted with 

in a social nature, that she has known JOHN«A]? r since iSi^Iatter 
was employed by the Agriculture Department,- and has knov/n LEE PRT^ SM AM 


since the latter was employed as .Assistant General Counsel for the,^ Dspupts* 
meat of Agriculture under JEROME FRANK, 


In regard to HENRY COLLINS and his vdfe, SUSAN B, AlWHONY II, 
• Mrs., HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HISS, that they 
Jpaow him ve^ well, but that she is only slightly acquainted with SU^N B, . 
A NTHONY._I Jo Mrs, HISS also described N] ^HAN_Wl TT as another old. 
f of the Department-of Agriculture whom-she aM her husband had knovm. many' 


years« 


Mrs, HISS specifically denied kno^ving VIC.T.O R^.EEM. 0, stat¬ 
ing that she had never heard of him, .She liksv/ise denied being acquainted 
Y/ith HAROLD WARE, saying that she had never heard of him, 

Mrs, -HISS was questioned at length concerning WHITTAKER 
Chambers , she immediately- denied ever hearing of the name and elaborated 
by saying, that she “knows no- such personIt was pointed out to her that 
CHAMBEEIS vras a former member of the Communist Party whov&nnounced'his af¬ 
filiation and subsequently, entered the newspaper, field and that CHAMBERS 
was well toown. It was also mentioned that CHAI®ERS allegedly knew Mr, 
and Mrs, HISS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the. HISS home, 

Mrs, HISS steadfastly denied being acquainted vdth him or Icnowing his. 
identity,, . ■ 


PRISCILLA HESS was asked if she Y/ere acquainted YJith an 
• individual whose surname was SA]^,„who is reported to reside in Balti¬ 
more, Maryl^do She'’denied being acquainted with any individual by this 
name othe^/bhan FE^NGlS^.o.^SAS^E, formerly ■tvith the Department of State, 
and a Pi^essor at 'Princeton Ufniversity also named SAYRE, .She v/as asked 
if shi^re acquainted with NATHAN (^G.ORX-SIL^IRJ.'IASTER and his rife, 
EELEN)pIL'VERPilASTER', and she replied in the negative, 

’ - iilrs, HESS.-was' questioned concerning whether" or not she had 
6’V’ei^been a .member of the Washington Committee for Democrati.c Action avid 
th^ ^atiohal League of Women anoppers” ^She denied membership in the Wash- 
in^on Committee "for Democratic Action and stated that she had attended 
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but did not consider 
that she had ever been a member 'and did not feel that the organization 
considered her a member. 
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PRISCILLA HISS v/as asked if she, of her oy/n taowledge, knew, 
or had reasoh to believe that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in¬ 
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor¬ 
ized person. She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done 
such a thing and added that she feels this is a "malicious” charge. It yyas 
again related to Mrs, HISS that the Bureau has reliable informatioh that 
her husband was definitely connected with, and was active in, a ring which 
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting information from 
Government files, Mrs, PECSS immediately branded this al3.egation as "a 
wild, malicious, impossible thing," 


PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been, a 
member pf the Communist Party- and v/hether or not she has evei- attended any 
Communist Party meetings or any Commtanist Party sponsored meetings. She 
replied emphatically that ^he is not a member of the Communist Party, never 
has been,- and never expects to bej that’ she has never attended Coinraunist 
Party meetings and, to her knowledge, has not attended any Communist Party 
sponsored meetings. She was then asked; "If you are, or ever have been, 
a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it?" Mrs, HISS registered 
unm3.stakable antagonism to this question and branded it an unfair question,. 
She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and finally was told that’ » 
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply v/ould seem to indicate that 
she. intended to answer the question in the negati-ve. After considerably 
more hesitation and finally vdth ob-vious reluctance-and a display of' bad 
grace and hos’bility, she replied by saying that’.her answer to the ques¬ 
tion ’.vould be "yes". She insisted, however, that she definitely considered 
the question of an unfair nature. 


It- was next pointed out to Mrs, HISS that since the inter¬ 
view had reached -this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a 
statement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com¬ 
munism and Communist ideologies. She replied by stating--lihat she had al¬ 
ready informed Agents that she is not .a Communist, has never been a Com-- 
munist, and does not -expect to become a Communist, • She continued by saying 
she feels that Communism "is hot for us"| that she felt we should not be 
anti-Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international 
cooperation; and that we should not hold' prejudices and should work to¬ 
gether through the United Nations, 


■ Just prior-to the- conclusion’ of the interview, Mrs, HISS 

T/as asked if she had ’any further cpmments to make concerning the allega¬ 
tions,- She replied that in her opinion.the allegations were "just abso¬ 
lutely screwy", She continued by stating that she felt the interview 
might be inspired as part, of .an anti-ROOSEVELT program, and that she 
could think of no sensible motive for such “impossible" questions. 
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On June 8^ 1947T-9 learned that the"'^^S" fstoily expected 
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July 
1947p in Vermont and New Hampshire© HESS indicated that he expected to at¬ 
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in August© He had also made ten¬ 
tative arrangements to give a tallc at the King-Smith School in Washington, 
D© Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro¬ 
mote better interpretation of in\.ernational questions and help or influ¬ 
ence foreign policy© 

The HISS family actualHy left YJashington, D© C© on June 
18, 1947, and vms absent from Y/ashington, D© C©-through July 1947© 

T-9 was unable- to furnish any pertinent information until 
Septembei' 6 , 1947, at v;hich time this source learned from PRISCILLA HISS 
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household 
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947o Mrs© HISS 
told the informant that they had obtained an apartment in New York City 
two blocks north of Y/ashington Square just off Fifth Avenue© She indi¬ 
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown© She 
also indicated to the informant that she expected to be an. Assistant In¬ 
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City© 

Y<1. * This informant learned on September 12, 1947, that 

ISHBELMIffi, the wife of DUNCM^IEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA. HISS* 
dutiesyat the Potomac School fn Vfashington, D© C© and that Mrs© LEE and 
Mrs© HISS had discussed this matter together© 

It is .to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T-8, was 
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, D© C© 
which that source had described© 

T-9 reported on September 13, 1947,. that ALGER HESS and 
his ^^fe left Washington, D© C© for.New York City by automobile on that 
date© 


ALGER HESS appeared before the Special Grand 3\xvy of the 


Southern District of Nevr York oh March 16© 


at which the facts in 




the allegations of T-8 were being presented© It was learned that his 
testimony was a duplication of the information he has previously fur¬ 
nished to agents of this office in the signed statement quoted herein¬ 
before© •’ 


Kisseloff-11951 









. f • 

WFO - 74“94 


Y/ith • reference to the allegations of T-S", HAKQIi^^ASS® 
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as follows* 


"I first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit¬ 
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938o I do not 
know ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at 
any timeo I am^ however, much better acquainted with his brother, 

HI§Sj. who for some time at the State Department handled International 
Loans and Affairs, which prompted him to have numerous Contacts with mo 
at the Treasury Department« As a matter of fact I have never been so-- 
cially acquainted with either ALGSl or DONALD HISSo I do recall meet¬ 
ing ALGER HISS on a streetcar in 1945? and on another occasion I met 
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canal© .1 last saw 
him at the Y/ardnian Park Hotel in September, 1946© 


“I would never have been in a position to furnish AIGER 
HISS dr DONALD HISS any official information wilii regard to Treasury De¬ 
partment international loans inasmuch as all. of the international policy 
actually emanated from the Department of State itself© As a matter of 
■fact, DONALD HISS through, his official capacity would be in a position 
to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that I might develop 
through my official capacity in the Treasury Depa,r-tmeat regarding in¬ 
ternational loans©" 


During the course of the investigation of AI/IER HISS' 
based on' the allegations of T-8, the following information was also 
developeds 


It was ascertained that from August 4? 1945, through 
August 31? 1945, five telephone calls had been made to the, HISS resi¬ 
dence in Y/ashington, D© C© from telephone number 767 at Croton, New 
York© The New Y^k Division ascertained that this number was listed 
•to Dr© DANIEL EJ^CHNEIDER, Mt© Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was 
discontinued onfSeptember 26, 1945o That office advised further that 
it had been learned through confidential sources that the above tele¬ 
phone calls Yfere collect calls made by Dr© DANIEL SCHNEIDER to ALGER 
HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D© C© The latter number was as¬ 
certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISS© 

I . . 

Ajnail cover placed'on the residence address of 
ALGER HISS in Washington, D© C©, 3-120 P Street, N« W©, 'disclosed that 
during May 1946, ALGER HESS received mail beailng the return address 
of DANIEL E© SCHNiED^, M© D., llO East 87th Street, New York, N© Y© ' 
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Investigation conducted by. the New York Office in 1946j 
reflect^ that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from 
MICHELE^IIvBALO of Mto Airy Road, Croton, Now York, since May 18, I 9460 
SCENEIMlRss Ne’ff York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New 
York Gityo The New York Office advised that a neighborhood investigation 
was not advisable at SCHNEIDER'S summer address since that neighborhood 
is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of' the V(estch~es- terp ^ 
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairs 0 ^ 

Further investigation reflected that DA IJIEL E DWARD 
^ S G^MEID ER had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a ncuropsycfiiTliHst 
ainar psychoanalyst by professiono It was ascertained that from 1935 to 
1939,» .he had been an Assistant Alj.enist at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City© According to New York files, he wus a member of a group of the 
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet, en- 
titled, "Z~Ray Among the Psychiatry Staff”, up to about June 1939© This 
pamphlet urged the readers to ^oin the Communist Party and read the 
“Daily Worker”© The Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported 
to bo knovm as a center of Communist activities and' that the Z-Ray Maga~ 
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party© 


I’*' is to be noted -that T-8 had alleged that one C^MIC 
had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring 
with information© During the course of the investigation'of .BELFRAGE 
by^the New York Office, it was ascertain^ on February 11, 1946, that 
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JOSEPO^OOTH and that on Februaxy 4j 
1946 , he had been in touch vdth one ISADOMl^CHNEIDERo Both of these 
individuals were described as editors of the magazine “New Masses”', " 
and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt© Airy Road, Croton-on^ 
Hudson, New York, and had long been active in,Communist Party circles© 

In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that 
§ELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER discussed a new book being written by ALBERT, 

also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER's wife was'’SS^’^’ 
B ERLI^ ^^HNEIDER and that she had 15een employed in the 'office of" 
,,^' iAmerasia” at ^the time that that publication had been involved in an 
alleged Soviet espionage conspiracy© 

The files of the Washington Field Office do not re¬ 
flect whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E© SCHNEIDER© 

It is noted further that during the course of the 
investigation being conducted in Washington,,D© C© on. the basis of 
the allegations of T-8, it was determined that DA'Tia^AHL at that 
time a resident of Washington., D© C© was a contact pf many of the 
individuals allegedly, involved in. the Soviet espionage ring© 
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In connection with V/AHL, it is interesting to note that 
T~14# a former member of the Communist Party in Yifashington, Do Co who has 
furnished considerable reliable information in connection rdth Communist 
Party matters j, stated that the informant knew DAVID to have been a 
member of the Communist Party in YYashington^ Do Co in'fhe late 30s and 
that V/A^ had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why 
he had been sent to V/ashington, Do Co by his Partj'- superiorso This in¬ 
formant related that 7/AHL made regular trips between Nqw york%City' ,aa%d|^<gxJ^ 
V.'ashingtonj, Do Co at bi-weekly inteivals at that tin^*^ ^ 

T-10, a completely reliable sounaie, advised at the end 
of April 1947 that he had learned from, MARI JAWKEENEI, another indivi¬ 
dual who was identified as a contact of many o:^the members of the alleged 
Soviet espionages ring in Washington, Do Co, as reported by T-8, that a ' 

DAK and HELS^Gif EIDER were guests at the home of DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington 
Street, KensiiJgton, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25j 1947o • MARY JANEJ 
KEEKEY had seen the SCMEIDERS there at wMch time they had discussed an 
inter-Viev; by FBI agents with M ATHAH GB.EGORY SILVERliiASTER and his wifeo 
Accordi.ng to T-S, SILVERIvlASTER vas aTring leader in the Soviet espionage 
conspiracy described by her« = 

. . MARY JAKE KEENEY stated that DAW SCHNEIDER had told her 

that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months 
concerning the FBI in which no holds were barredo It is believed that 
SCHNEIDER referred to. a book subsequently published by ALBERT KAHNo 

T-15 confirmed that DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER jrere guests- 
at the WAHL home during the period in question and advised further-that 
SCHNEIDER had sent a telegram to 461 East 82nd Street, New York City in 
which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that .he 
received a wire every moriiingo 

I T'-'lb believed to be a completely reliable source, ad¬ 

vised that MARY JANE I0EKEY on April .27, 1940? had attended a dinner at 
the residence of JACmiARSALKA at which D4K and HELEN SCIE^EIDER of New' 

York City were also aii attondancso MARSALKA was ascertained by this 
office to have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by 
T~8 to be involved in Soviet espionage activities in Washington,* Do C o 

Yilashington Field Office files reflect further that at 
11s05 Po Mo on the evening of April 8, 1947, DAVID V/AHL and an individual, 
subsequently- identified as Br« DANIEL SCHl'lEIDER left 110 East 87th 
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Streetj; and after walking around in the neighborhood until 12:10 A* M«j 
April % 1947s they re-entered 110 East 87th Street, Hew York City^ It 
was observed at that time they v/ere making notes in a notebooko 



Subsequent contacts between J/AIiL and DAHIE^^'s^ttl^D® 
are known to have occurred o ^ ^ 

/ ilfashington Fiel^Offic© files also reflect that 
THURfiilAH SCRDGGawiLKINS who i3yl940 ■*fas reci'Uited for Soviet espionage 
in the Orient "by IGNACY SAMUimOTCZAK, advised in July 1947 that 
WIT.CZAK had spoken of a "Dro Soss" vfho was interested in international 
relationso 'ftILKINS stated that “Boss” might have bi^n approached by 
Y/ITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission^ "Dr«^oss“ ?ras to be- 
lieved to be identical ^lith CLAUDE ALBER^^USS whom VfITCZAK allegedly 
•visited v.hon SUSS was Director of OWI in'San Francisco in Jtme 1945« 

It was determined that BUSS had previously been Executive Assistant 
Jo the Hj-gh Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of 
ALGER HISS„ 


Investigation conducted in Washington, D^ C, reflected 
that the files of the Department of State contained the foUcming mes- 
sages 8 


, .Radio communications between the Department of State 
and the High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands reflect that on 
December 31p 1940.i the following message was sent to the High Commis¬ 
sioners 


“Message 6460 Further reference your 916, September 1»” 

“Mro CLAUDE M^^SS now on faculty of University of 
Southern CaliforniaLos Angeles, is available •bo come to Manila 
immediate.ly as Executive Assistant» BUSS' is about thirty-six 
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec¬ 
tively, He .is 'former Foreign Service Officer who has served in 
the Far East, A,s a University teacher has specialized in our 
Far Eastern relations. He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind, 
and pleasing personality. Should be excellent n't meeting mem¬ 
bers of business- community and in relations vmth Philippine, and 
other officials •as had little administrative /experience and has 
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting. However, 
he assured me when in Washington, last week h^ believed he could 





\ • 
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and 
that he was prepared for a good deal of routine administrative 
correspondence and other worko Ee made an excellent impression 
on mo and I consider that he would he satisfactoiy, and’ in dis¬ 
cussing salaiy I think you should offer him ^7500o He is well 
thoughiyof by those in the Department who know himo Suggest you % 
consul^^ALISBURYo Have, as yet had no response from •^he De**, ,, 
partment of Commerceo ALGER HISS"o 

Under date of Januarj'' 3p 194l.s Radiogram ^7 from the High 
Commissioner from the Philippines was as followss ”Eor ALGER HISS^ your 
6460 Appreciate your finding BUSS,, Very favorably inclined toward offer¬ 
ing him positiorio Before doing so I should be veiy much interested in 
knovdng your opirdon as between BjOSS _ and EO^piELD^who is the better man 
for the jobn Also is BUSS better'thai^ERGi^K^ if he is available? Have 
. you i^^BUSS’s wife,, and if so what is she like? Would also appreciate 
W ELD OE^OSES^ opinion of BUSS,, Have you yet heard from Department of Com¬ 
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more favorably than BUSS 
and. if I receive from you favorable replies to these inquiiies, I shall 
epqject to send radiogram to BUSS offering to recommend Mmo I am anxious 
to lose no time in the mattero” - 

On January 31.^ 1941? Radiogram #17 was sent to the High 
Commissioner to the Phi3ippines as follows? "From AIOER HISSj, your #7 
of Jaauaiy 3© It is my impression that the most competent persons in the 
Department of State c 6 nside.r that BUSS is under all circumstances better 
qualified than FIELD, Do not consider I am personally fara.iliar enough 
with characteristics and personalities of tyio men to make defihite choiceo 
BUSS vfbuld unquestion 8 .bly be able to reach Manila sooner. Have not met 
BUSS’ wife^ but understand from colleagues of BUSS* thai she is attrac¬ 
tive and .inte3.1igento V/ELDON JOKES has not met BUSS who is now in Cali- 
forhia'o ' His address is UCLA, JOKES thinks highly o^I^EE who is mentioned 
in your #945 December 28, I personally should thinlc^hat BUSS* experi- 
rnce in our Foreign Service would make him better qualified than LEE, 
WELDOK JOKES has been una.ble as-yet to locate LEE,” 

The file reflects a copy of a night letter directed to 
subject on January 15 5 1941? offering him the position as Executive- As¬ 
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands, 

It. is observed that in 1940 and in 1941 ALGEE HISS was 
employed as a Special Assistant tr an Assistant Secretary of State, 
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WASfUNGTON FIELD OFFICE 
At Washington4 D;> Do . 

Will continue to develop information pertinent to tliis 
investigation and conclude the investigation requested in Bureau letter 
to Ne?f York dated January 3j> 1949© 
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T-’lo A confidential source of the Washington Field 
Office from Tfhom the active indices of the 
Washington Coamittee for Democratic Action were 
obtainedo 




T-3 


T~4" Mrso LEORA FULLiRj 2800 Boodley Roadj .Washing” 
ton j D o C o ■ ’ 



T'’‘7o Subversive files. Metropolitan Police Depaiiimento 



(With reference to informants T -l^ 3? hs 6 , and 7, 
the information which they fiir'nished appears in the file entitled "ALGER • 
HISSp Assistant to Mmsor on Political Relations 5 Department of State, 
iNTE^AL SECURITY, MTCH ACTo" All these sources have been recontacted 
in connection with the current investigation with the exception of T-A, 
MrSo LEORA FULLER, 2800 Tfoodley Road., Washington, Do Co, who is deceasedo 


T -80 Confidential Informant GREGORY 
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jSLGER hiss. This report will not include information concerning HISS* 
antecedents or his educational and professional background. 1l7ith respect 
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Spebial Agent 
LAIfflERT G. ZAMDER, dated January 31> 1949, at lifashington, D. C. in the 
instant matter. 


The files reflect that on a list furnished to the 
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES v/as Chairman, the 
follo^Ting information appeared? 

«*ALGER HISS • legal Adviser, |5,800 

3415 Tolta Place, N. W. Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action** 

In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the 
DIES Committee and ascertained that the basis for placing HISS* name as a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action on the list furnished 
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the 
possession of the Dlj^ Committee entitled '‘Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action’*. No further information was available concerning this matter from 
the DIES Committee. 


T“1 advised the Washington Field Office that the name 
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washingtcai 
Committee for Democratic Action^ however, T-1 advised that the name of Mrs. 
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active indices of that 
organization. 


T“2, who was an employee of the Department of State, 
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years. 
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to 
cause him to doubt Mr. HISS* loyalty. T~2 stated that at one time he heard 
that Mr, HISS and his brother, DONALD HISS, also an employee of the Department 
of State, were classed as "fellow travelers’*. Informant stated he v^as not 
avrare of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one 
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tine' secretary, to the late Associate Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the 
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOIM'ES was considered ”liberaiw 
and added, ’’But what a’liberal”. In this connection, .the informant'stated 
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely a'bsorbed some- of the'beliefs of Justice 
HOLMES during his association, with him, and that if Mr. HOLMES is classed 
as, ’’liberal”, his "liheralism”.is likely of -the, same quality, .T-2 s-tated 
that it -had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a -’’s-bay afhome”, and 
does not get about as much as would be to hi's advantage. Informant knows 
of no activities of Mr. HISS a-way from his office. He stated that Mr. 

HISS* wife' is possi'bly ’’more liberal” than her husband and may possibly 
have membership in ’’liberal organizations'?.' 

T-3j. "Who -was ah employee of the Depar-fcment of State, 'advised 
that he was hot.-well acquainted'with Mr. HISS, but that from hearsay and 
otherwise he is inclined -to class Mr. HISS as a "laski Socialist”. 

T-A, who was acquainted with Mr. 'PUSS during the years 
from 1933 to 1935, when he was employed, by the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, desc,ribed Mr.'HISS as being honorable in personal affairs, 
but intellectually dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together 
with LEE PEESSPMN, GARDNER JACKSON, FRANK SHEA and others, in the Agricultural 
Adjus-tanent Administration, in-berpreted the Agricultural Adjustment Act, hot 
in the spirit of the la-w, bu-b in a manner which would suit their beliefs and 
own priva-be purposes. Infoi’maht stated that Hr. HISS and his associates sur¬ 
rounded themselves -with employees in the Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
•bion of their .own ^choosing, -viAiom they knew would fall. ih line with their social 
and eco.nomic theories. '..This informant'stated that it was the definite purpose 
of this group to change our form of Government ^ and to use the instrumentality 
of the good offices of the Depar-bment of Agriculture to further their purposes. 
The informant explained that these individuals in -bhe Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, instead of administering the la-w, as it .'was, intended, to protect 
•the Interes-b- of tenant farmers, deliberately .used the Government’s time and 
money in an effort to unionize share croppers and tenant farmers. Informant 
stated that ’’there was- nothing of Araerica--'*Hy Country ’ ’Tis of Thee,, in what 
those boys were doing.:”. 

♦ ' ' 

T-A recalled bits of conversation -which the informant 
stated passed between Mr. HISS, LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period. 
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]j3fomant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the 
”Okies Yjould be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor 
Yras their meato*' Infornant stated that the use of professional agitators 
was made in connection with,the attempt to unionize share croppers<> T-4 

stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning 
share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered 
a confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there¬ 
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture, 
in the nature of ^demands” that this report be made public. Informant stated 
that the sources of these communications were traced and were found to be 
organizations which could have no possible interest in the report, or information 
as to its existence, and in many cases it vras found that fictitious return 
addresses had been used. T--4 stated concerning Mr. HISS, ”If he was not a 
Communist, he was a fellow traveler’*. Informant advised that Mr. HISS v^as 
one of the organizers of the La^'vyers Guild and stated that he possibly had 
”an overdose of Harvard”. T-4 further stated that he was ’’quite a Marxist”. 
Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrev;dness 
he was not included in the ’’purge” which took place in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in 1935o • • 

Jix connection with the information stated above, and 
attributed to informant T~4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary , 
at the time the events stated above were alleged to. have taken place. The 
diary records the impressions of informant at the time "of the activities of 
Mr. HISS-and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared to 
be indicative of the informant’s .impressions are stated below? 

’’Administrators, who don’t happen to be lawyers are 
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of 
appalling energy.” ' , 

’’Meanwhile, men who have never been closer to a farm 
than' the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have flown to 
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—terribly 
worked up over their sad pli^t.” 

• ’’And if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like 
locusts swarming in Committee rooms—especially the 
Munitions Investigations Committee, Civil Liberties 
Committee, etc.” 
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’♦I am sick when I see at close range men using the 
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President, 
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond 
their wildest dreamo And do you think the group of 
whom I speak could await the slow process of education 
in order to better conditions? That gives them a 
laugh o** 

»Honest men, in sympathy with the President’s program, 
simply cannot conceive of the situationo*’ 

have no quarrel with their being anything they v/ant 
to be, but I do object to .the mantle of democracy 
being used in the way it is* And I do object to the 
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers 
not of their cavn breedc. And, as to Government service? 

They don’t know what it means. / Just say, as actually 
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The 
question shot back promptly was, ‘‘Why’? Because there 
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The answer 
came back promptly, ’Oh, v/e’ll change that’. And, by 
golly, that’s what they are.doing”. 

For instances In the group were JEROME FRANK, with 
three lieutenants, ALGER' HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, FRANK SHEA. 
These men, not Mr. PRANK, brought in a group of men of 
their own choosing., I smile when I read of political 
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any 
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK,, because he 
might do what they Tsanted.” . 

- X 

”I begin to believe a few less .’brilliant ’ lawyers, with 
some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic 
vie^vpoint might have been able to produce laws just as 
unconstitutional„« 

”100 credited with advising the President, writing the 
lav/s, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to 
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put forv;ard their csnn half-baked ideas® That is being 
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying 
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they 
are honest, but if so, v/hy go to the,trouble of being so 
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane, 
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? 
not say, what I*ve heard them say privately? 'I^abor should 
nan the Government* said onej ’better for all industry if 
it were run by the .Government’ .contributes anotherj and 
ever and always ’down with the profit motive’.” 

’•^VTien the so-called ’purge’ took place I’ll admit I 
Tfas stunned by its suddenness, but if CHESTER DAVIS had 
not acted then, well, he would not have been the CHESTER 
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through iiy 
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a 
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes 
stuff. No one can work with an organization and betray 
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working 
with JEROME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those 
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. ' So, 
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what 
actually .happened. However, the day after the purge, 

JEROHiS FRANK’S lieutenants acted according to their 
temperaments..- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with 
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing 
statement that he ’had been one of JEROME’S severest 
critics’ and therefore should be retained. HISS, more 
suave, who whs in reality a more dangerous person than 
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed 
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most 
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he 
is serving on is a tribute to the young man’s amazing 
energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve.” 

’’Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER 
HISS, ^’or months during 1934 he- served vd.th the Munitions 
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA, He worked 
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side 
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some 
of the work of the Munitions Committee found its v/ay 
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged 
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help. 

In the fall of 1934 he was,very busy, all over the placej 
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long 
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of 
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates. 

HISS, it seeined, had impressed Chairman-ME - hence his 
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he 
Y/as to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knov;ing 
that JEROME FRANK had never signed an opinion without 
ALGER*s O.K. and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions 
vdthout going into them fully, just listening to ALGER's 
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand 
the gaff while ALGER landed Into the counsels of the mighty, 

I'm willing to give the young man credit for anything, in- 
Qluding hypnotic powers.*' 

“ALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year 
■ to prove that all landlords were crooks - to’ stir up share¬ 
croppers, and as one agriculturist in a southern State 
pommented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there 
are being inpluded more and more, provisions designed to 
overthrovr the land tenure system of the South'. The share¬ 
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium 
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overni^tj 
Leagues for this and thatj but the real crev; worked right 
in pur office, lawyers who never came closer to a farm 
than the campus of Harvard, and Columbia, were'all-wrought .. 
up over matters in Arkansas.'* 

T-5> who-was in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration to observe Mr, HISS during his employment there, stated that 
HISS was not orie of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in the "purge** of 1935. This informant stated that 
he had no doubt whatever that some members of the s-baff were '’extreme lef’b- 
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wingers**, and stated that he always felt like GARDNER JAGiSON might even carry 
a Communist Party card;. Hs.s.tated, however, that he had never considered 
ALGER HISS in the same, light and had no doubt at that time,as to his loyalty. 
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position bedause he, HISS, felt 
officials of. the Agricultural Adjustment Administration no longer had the 
confidence in him, which so far as. the informant was .concerned, was not the 
case. . • ■ 


T-5'recalled that one of the chief diffic.ulties that arose 
, in the' Agricultural Adjustment, Administration was the attempt of the Legal 
Division to interpret the Act, not according to the intent of Congress, but in 
accordance with,their own views. Li this connection, informant stated that he 
confronted ALGER HISS with, the fact and HISS stated the law might be subject 
to more than one interpretation. 

T-6, who professed to. have been at one time a monber of 
the. Communist Party, advised that he was not acquainted with ALGER HISS dur¬ 
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. • He stated he .xmder- 
stood certain New York Communists had a connection at the S'fcate Department, 
through whom certain considerations could be received, but ■was unable to s'ta.te 
the source of his information. • . ! 

Tr-7, -who maintains filed concerning subversive acti-vities 
in the District of Columbia, advised, that his files cpntainedno information 
concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name as an employee of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration at the. time of• the "purge**. 

. On February 14,- 1942, Mr. HISS, after being duly sworn, 
made the folloT/irig voluntary dtatement', the original of •which was .retained 
in the files of this office. He declined to re.txirn to this office to sign 
the .statement stating that he saw.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch’ as he 
felt certain the statement would be typed as he had dicta.ted it* 
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“Washington, Do C. 

February 14, 1942 

“Statement of ALGER HISS nade in the presence of 

Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr.,,and Stenographer ZONA McARTHUR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Questions are by Mr. KING. 

“Q. Are you Mr, ALGER HISS employed as an Assistant 

to the Advisor on Political Relations of the 
Department of State? 

“A. I am. * 

“Q. Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 

been, empowered.by the 77th Congress of the United 
States under Public Law No, 135 to investigate the • 
employees of the Federal Government who are Alleged 
members of the subversive organizations or who 
advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and 
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose 
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer questions regarding information v/hich'has 
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions 
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so desire, 
and you vdll be given ah opportunity to include ar^ 
stat.enient which you feel is necessary to fairly 
present your side of this inquiry, A copy of the report 
of this investigation will be furnished to the agency 
which employs you, Lti' order that the statement may 
have particular -credence, you will be placed under 
oath. Do you have any objections to that? 

“A. Not at all. 

“Q. Will you stand please and raise your right hand? Do 

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 
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Mr, HISS, what is your present home address, 
please sir? •, 

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D, C, 

And would you tell us please how long you have 
been employed by the Department of State? 

About five and one-half years, I think, 

Mr, HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action? 

I have not. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that, 
organization or received any of its literature 
to your recollection? 

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I 
have, no recollection of receiving any of its 
literature, 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

I am not and never have been. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Young Communist leagu.e? 

I have hot and never have been.' 

Have you ever attended any meetings or received any 
literature to your recollection of these two 
organizations? 
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Not to my recollection have I received any 
literature, and I know I have never attended 
any meetings, 

Wc, HISS-, do you now or have you ever advocated 
the overthrow of the present form of Government 
which we enjoy, in the United States? 

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern¬ 
ment that 1 want to overthrow and that is HITLER’S. 

Mr, HISS, have you ever advocated disloyalty 
to o\ir- present form of Government? 

I have not-, ' 

At this time, Mr, HISS, you may have the opportunity , 
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this 
inquiry you so desire, 

?fell, that is a big order, I think the best state¬ 
ment I can make is really a question. This all 
comes as a great surprise to me, and I’d like to 
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to 
ask. I have'always been a staunch supporter of the 
R00SE7ELT administration ever since it came in. 

As I informed you at the beginning — possibly then 
you didn’t quite grasp, not knowing what was coming 
later —..that under Public Law No. 135 which was 
passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was empovrered by that Congress under that 
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal 
Government who are alleged members of subversive 
organizations. 

It was the word alleged .that I was addressing myself 
to, I wondered what the allegations were, because it 
was news to me. I think the purpose of the resolution 
is laudable. 
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I am not at liberty to furnish you the information 
from the files. 

But if you could give me some indication of v/hat 
if was you had in mind, I would knav v/hat to address 
ny statement to. 

•I couldn’t give you any indication. The only indica¬ 
tion is by the questions I have already asked you 
as to what the allegation could possibly be. That is 
all I am at liberty to furnish you. 

As far as the statement is concerned, not knov/ing the 
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I 
don’t know what particular kind of statement would be 
helpful, liy background and record, 1 assume, are 
available to you anyWy. I am a lawyer-by training.' 

I have been employed by the Federal Government half 
of the time since 1 graduated from law school, and 
the rest of the time I was employed in a private 
law firm in Boston and New Tork. I came down here in 
1933 at the behest.of the Government. I remained 
according to my statement at the behest.of the Govern- 
raeht. I think I could have made a good deal more money 
if I had stayed.in the private.-practice of law-in 
New York. My reasoh for coming to Washington -was 
not to make money, but to be helpful .to the country. 

As a la-wyer, I don’t ascribe ary significance to 
self-serving statements, but -without knowing what 
specific kind of things -you have in your files, which 
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don’t 
know what to say that would be helpful to you in 
the way of a statement. 

ieil, this is not a hearing. This is purely a 
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a 
part of the investigative report in our file. Is 
there anything further you wish to say? 
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resided at 3415 Volta place,. K. 


I*d like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform 
my immediate superior of the Department of State 
of the fact that you called me in here. 

That is entirely up lio you’J 

At the time the above information was developed, HISS 


Washington, Do Co, and was Assistant to 


the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State. 

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau furnished this office with 
certain notes which had been made by Mr, A. A, BERLE, former Undersecretary 
of State, Uo S, State Department, who received the information from one 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an 
admitted member of the Communist Parliy from 1924 to 1937, and at One time 
•was Editor of the ’’Daily Worker” and subsequently was Editor of ’’New Masses”, 
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was'interested 
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D, C,, and 
this undergroiand movement v/as originally headed by HAROLD WARE, , 


”London 


The following is set out from the original notes j 
Underground Espionage Agent. 


(1) Dr, PHH.IP.RG3ENBLIETT ~ Formerly of (41st St, & B’way, NE) 

Dr, GREENBERG - MD (WeSt 70th’NY ' . 

Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground C, 

Head in America Mack Moren (alias Philipovitch 
- allegedly.Yugoslav) - 
real name - ? 

ROSEHBLIETT - in U,S, 

connected with Dr, ISADOR MILLER - Chemist’s Club - 41st St, 
Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J, 
was ’front’ behind MACK MORM existed - in 
MILLER’S employ 

Knew PRESSMAN - his alias 'was ’COLE PHILIPS’ - 
Ih'brpduced him to MACK MOREK, buying arms 
for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov’ti - 
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PRESSMAN - as counsel - helped MOREH - usde 
a flight to Mexico with hinij forced dovm 
at Brownsville, Tex. in late ’36 or early 
’37 - probably fall of '36. 


PRESSlilAN 

I 

Underground- organized by the, late HAROLD ¥ARE; PRESSMAN 
was in his group - (1932-3??) PRESSMAN then in the 
A.A.A. - 

NATHAN YCCTT - Secretary of the NLRB ^ head of the 
underground group after HAROLD WARE ^ 

JOHN ABT - followed WTT in that group - 

. . Tax Div'n - Dep’t of Justice & now 

in CIO (M. WARE’S widow - JESSICA SMITH 
Ed. Soviet Russia), 

Mr. ABT - Sister; lAARION BACHARACH - Secretary ' 

- Communist from Minnesota. 

(JESSICA -SMITFU With Rauters in 1926- - 
, friend.of LOUIS FISGHSR) 

Meeting placet JOHN ABTts house - 15th St. 

CHARLES KRIVITSKI - alias CHARLES KRAMKl - (C.I.O.) 
vrarked. in. La F.ollette. Cojonmittee - ; 

physicist.. , 

VINCENT RENO - Now at Aberdeen Proving Grounds - 
Formerly CP Computer - Math, Assist, to 061. ZORNIG 
organizer under (Aerial bomb sight Detectors) • 
alias ’LANGE CLARK.’ . ' . 

PHILIP RENO - in Social Security (??).- 

was head, of Underground Trade Uuion Group 
Political leader 

ELINOR NELSON , treasurer of Fed. Einployees’ Union - 
(Fed. Workers' Union,. C.1,0. -r headed .by 
JAKE BAKER) , . 
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RENO connected with Baltimore Party 

organizer.- BMJAMIN (BUNDEl) FRIEDMAN 
alias FIEIB - then California - then Russia' 

- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of A.bove-Ground Party - Underground connections - 

State 

Post - Editorship, Foreign Servic.e Journal 
was in Alexandria Unit of GP - in 
'Underground Apparatus' - 
DUGGAN - LAURENCE - (Member..CP ??)' 

? . 

(WADLEIGH) lADLET - Trade Agreement Section 
LOVELL n . « , « 

Communist Shop Group 

ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - • J.ULIM WADLEI® - 
lilfest European Div'n - FIELD - still in 

(LEVINE says he is out went into I..E.Q 0 
•Then in Committee for Repatriation • 

His leadfer was HEDDA' GCMPERTZ 

'UU(BLIN CURRIES- ViTas a .'Fellow Traveler' - 

. iielped various Communists -.never went the- 
whole way.- - . 



S.E.C. - 

PHILIP RENO - used to be 



SCHLOMER ADLER (S.OL ADLER?) 

Counsel's Office •. 

Sends weekly reports to C.P. (Gen.- Couhsel^s Office) 
FRANK COE •- Now teacher at McGill. 

There are two s brother - -One of them 
in CP’s -'Foreign Bureau' BOB COE. 
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Eaown- from PETERS - formerly in Bela Kun 

Govt. Agricultural Cominisaariat - called GandoszC?) 
Then to;Russia - then here,, in Business Office of 
Communist paper |TJj Elori» - then,, after 1929 - 
head of CP.'.Underground, lived in Hamilton'Ap»ts. 
■Wbodside, L. I., - under alias 'SILVER* 
lectured in Communist camps - 
Friend;' 'BLAKE* of 'Freiheit' - Real name'- 
WEINER - American: Polish Jew. - 

PETERS was responsible for Washington Sector 
YiTent to Moscow where is. he now? - 
Wife - a Comintern courier. - • 

•West Coast - Head; 'The Old Man* - VOLKOV is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier.. He knows the lYest Coast' 

\mderground - Residence; S.an Francisco 
or Oakland - . 


• ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Politburo - 

member of the Exec. Commit'bee 
Head of GPU in U.S. 

Works with PETERS - 

Plans for two Super-b’attloships - . 

secured in 1937 who gave 

KARP -■ brother-in-law of MOLOTOV - working 
Vdth SCOTT FERRIS, got this released - 

Now; Naval Architect working on it, why?? 

FIELD was original contact • • / 

He .introduced DHGGAN to GOMPERTZ (HEDDA). 
DUGGAN'S relationship was casual 
SRall excuse? - Where is HEDDA 
GCMP.ERTZ? ' ; 

DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have 
been both .members of party, -r 
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DONALD HISS 


(Philippine Adviser) 

.Member of C.P. with PRESSMAN & WITT - 
Labor Dep’t. - Asst, to FRANCES PERKINS. - , 
Party wanted him there - to .send him 
as arbitrator in BRIDGES trial 
Brought along, by brother - 


ALGER HISS 

Ass»t to' SAYRE - CP - 1937 
Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
• Baltimore boys - 

Wife r PRISCILU HISS- Socialist - • 
Early days of .New.Deal 


“ ^^®n LOY HENDERSON intei^iewed Mrs. RUBENS his report immediately 
went l)ack. to Moscow. V/ho sent it? - Such came from Washington 

WHITTAK® CHAMBERS.was interviewed on May 10, 1945 j by 
agents of the New Tbrk Office in his offices in' the Time and Life Building, 
Rockefeller Center, New York City. During the course of this interview, 
CHAMBERS stated that after a term .of .service as Editor of the “New Masses*’ 
he was brought in contact with a man'whom he knew simply as ARTHUR. ARTHUR 
introduced CHAMBERS to a man whom he recognized as a former Treasurer of 
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had also published numerous articles on 
• Communism under 'the name of J. .PETERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER. 

The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAJfflffiS would act as a courier between himself 
and ARTHUR until further notice.'. -During the course of this, interview,' 

CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning 
the operations of "the Soviet in'fcelligence service with which he believed 
ARTHDR to be associated. .approximately 1935 his courier activities be'bween 
ARTHUR and PETER'- ceased. . At that time he was instructed by PETER to'contact 
HAROLD WARE ^ Washington, D. .C., and .was told that he .would act. as a connect¬ 
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washington and PETER in New’ York City. 
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■ 3ja approximately 1935 be was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C« and ■was told he would be the connecting link 
between W^E and PETER in New York City, and that in addition, to these activities 
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and 
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS ex¬ 
plained that WARE ■was the leader of a group of men composed of government 
employees in,high salaried positions ■who were Comra\mist members, but T;hose 
activities ■wi'th the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the 
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further that there vrere several 
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten 
individuals •vdio did not know of, tlae existence or members of any of the other 
units but who maintained liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him¬ 
self, was the liaison b^tKyeen the, particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and 
PETER, and .that he did not know of aiy of .the operations of the other liaison 
men between PETER and underground Units in Washington, 'D. C. He stated that 
the organization headed by WARE ■was composed of approximately eight Individuals, 
and that almost everyone .Of these, was himself a leader of another underground unit 
operating in Washington §nd consisting of six to eight members.’ 

CHAMBERS stated he identified the follov^ing individuals as 
■ having been mmbers of the particular Uhderground unit in which he was interested; 


JOHN ABT 
■ LEON PRESSMAN 
HENRY COLLINS 
NATHAN PERLOW 


CHARLES KRAMER 
ALGER HISS 
DONALD HISS- 
^ NATHAN HTT 


.He S'tafed there were two other unidentified indi'viduals, 
one of whom had the last name of POST. 


. According ■bo CHAMB’EF^, this group had. as its meeting place 
the violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE,’ the sis^ber of HAROLD WARE, which ■was 
located above a florist shop'on.^Connecticut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also 
met in the homes of the- individuals comprising the group. In addition to the 
violin studio loelonging to HELEN WARE,.Restated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT's 
house on 15th Streetj the apartment of HENRY COLLINS on St. Matthev^s Court over 
a garage, which ^was the'principal meeting place of the group, and that one night 
they met at the home of KRAMER.- 
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In connection vdth ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while 
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several 
occasions with HAROLD TUfARE^s group, and that he had usually attended when the 
group meetings were held at HE2®Y COLLINS* house. He added that,:phen HISS 
went into the WYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated 
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet 
socially with a lot of them and was particularly close to JOHN ABT»s sister, 
MARION BACHRACH. . ■ 



Ihen CHAMBERS was asked whether or not he believed that 
HISS might teve broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe 
he may have dropped out, and as a reason for this belief explain^ that after 
he had broken with- the Party he had made a special trip to HISS’ home, in 
Georgetown,. Washington, D. C., with the purpose of talking HISS into breaking 
avray from the Party. CHAMBERS explained that T/-hen he arrived PRISCILLA HISS 
was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go 
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone 
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately retTirned 
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGMI HISS. 

mihen HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and 
then CHAMBERS talked with, HISS all night long in an effort to persuade HISS 
to. leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming do^vn his face 
HISS had refused to break with the Communists and had given as a reason for 
not breaking his loyalty to his friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his 
reason in going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist 
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him 
an intelligent and decent young man nftiose better judgment should have led him 
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion 
one of the strongest reasons for HKS' maintaining contact with the Comnunist 
Party .was the fanatical loyalty to the Communist Party on the part of HISS’ 
wife. ' . 


. In’November 1945> T-8, a confessed Soviet espionage agent 
and courier, furnished considerable information concerning- the operations of a 
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged 
that HAROLD GLASER, an ^ployee of the U.' S. Treasury Departnent, had been 
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a member of the ring, and stated that GL&SSER had been working in Europe for 
the Treasury Department and had dropped out of the so-called PERLO group in 
Washington, D; C., which group the informant had named as one phase of the 
espionage conspiracy. The informant stated that VICTOR PERLO, alleged head of 
this group, had' told her that SLASSER had asked him if he, GLASSER, would be 
•able to re'burn to the PEEILO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left 
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been 
taken some time before by an American in a government agency in Washington, 

D. C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant, 
that he did not know the identi'ty’ of this American, and that CHARLES KRAMER, 
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, v/as 
the only person "vsho had possession of this information. While ■balking with 
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, the informant brought this matter up 
and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER away from 
the PERLO group was named HISS and that he was employed by -the U. S. State 
Department'-o 

o 

The informant s'bated that “JACK'*, a Russian con'tact, advised 
of the. information rela.ti'^e to GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant 
obtained ah article concerning the State Department from the newspaper 'W* 
in ■which HISS ■was mentioned. At that time “JACK" s'bated to the informant that 
he had learned the identity of HISS. 

The infoimant s’bated further that on one occasion, GREGORY 
SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the 
informant that VICTOR PERLO ■was upsetting existing arrangements among the 
members,of his group in Washington and asked if the informant could do some¬ 
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told “BILL", a Russian contact, 
about the SILVERMASTER complaint' and he stated 'that .he knw a person named 
“GENE", who could “lay'down the law to those boys and straighten them out". 

The informant s'bated that it was his impression he was referring to HISS who 
had been mentioned in the “PM" article and 'Who -was'stated to be an advisor to 
DEAN ACHESON in- the S'bate Department. 

As a result of the allegations of T-8, an investigation was 
instituted' by this office late in November 1945, in the coiArse of which the 
following information .'was developed. Unless no'ted to the contrary, this 
information -was furnished by T-9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his tdfe. 
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PRISCILL4 HOBSON HISS, to-vfhom both imparted considerable information concern~ 
ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is considered to be completely reliable 
by this officeo 

It was determined that HISS, with- his wife and one child 
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.j that he was- employed at the Department of 
State in the Office of Special Political Affairs. 

Physical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30, 
1945, reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the 
State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this 
period. 


On the evening of November 27, 1945j an,unidentified man 
•was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N. ¥. 
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNELL TILGHM&M of that address. 

T-9 ad-vised that TILGHMiUf, who. by that time was a resident, of Baltimore, -mas a 
visitor at the HISS home on -December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter 
to have been .in fairly frequent contact-with ALGER HISS. Investigation re¬ 
flected that TILGHMfi.N was .a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the 
Federal government with the Federal Writers* Project, the A.A.A. and finally 
the Department of State. 


On the evening of November 30, 1945> a couple subsequently 
identified as HAROLD W. STEIN and LORIN S. STEIN, visited the HISS home. 
According to'T-9, the HlSSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period¬ 
ically in 1946. Unvestigation reflected that STEIN had been born in Ne?f York 
City and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before 
joining the Government service in 1934 with the F.S.R.C. From December 1935 
■to. May 1939 he -viias with the Works Projects. Adminis-tration with a brief period 
in 193B as Trial Examiner with the National Labor Relations. Board. From 1939 
to 1941 he -was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and 
Hoik*' Division of the Department of I^bor. In.November 1941 he joined the 
War Production Board in the Office for Emergency Management-. 


An investigation of STEIN -was .conducted at that time and 
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in the govern¬ 
ment service described STEIN as "pinkish”, "definitely leftist and otherwise 
Communistically inclined”. ' ' ’ 
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RALPH DeSOLO of Brooklyn, Nevf York, a former member 
of the Communist Party, and one EDWIN BANTA of New York, also a former 
nemberof the Consnunist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdotvn 
strike in a Federal Arts Project tinder his supehvision in New York City, 

The indices of the House Committee on Un-American Activities list STEIN 
as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs, 

STEIN as a member of the Washington Bookshop Association, Both of these 
organizations were cited by the Attorney General of the United States as- 
coming v/ithin the /purview of Executive Order 9835, 

Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS* 
associates at the Department of State were ISAAC N, P. STOKES, IIj 
GORDON B. STRONG and ELWOOD N, THOMPSON, T-9 reported that THOMPSON and 
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship 
appeared to carry over into the social field, , The files of this office 
contained no information concerning these individuals. 

On December 1, 1945, HISS and his family visited his 
brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 Q Street, N, W., Washington, D, C. On December 
2, 1945, the HISS family drove to Baltimore and visited HISS* mother, Mrs, 
CHARLES A. HISS’and his sisters, LUCY and MARY C, HISS, That evening liSr, 
and Mrs, HISS visited the home of LEONARD OUTHWAITE, 1708 - 21st Street, 

N. ¥,, Washington, D, C,, and the home of his brother, .DONALD HISS at 3030 
Q Street, N, W, Mr, and Mrs, OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISs'on 
the evening of December 4,. 194'5o OUTHWAITE was identified as a former 
employee; of the ’Veteran's Administration, the National Resources Planning 
Board, the War Production Board and -Uie Federal Security Agency and as a 
Lect-urer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology. 

. On. the morning of December 4, 1945,'3 .couple subsequently 

identified as Mr. and Mrs,. BEN T. MOORE, of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington, 
D, C,, ’were observed being driven downtown by Mr, and Mrs, HISS in the HISS 
automobile. This couple had also visited, the HISS on the evening of November 
29, 1945, BEN MOORE visited the HISS home'for dinner on September 21, 1946, 
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with 
each other, , Investigation reflected that MOORE had. been born in New Jersey 
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served- as a 
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935« 
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the Uo S. Department of 
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production 
and Management and the War ■'Production Board. He entered military duty in the 
Summer of 1943• His wife was employed by the War Department in 1944, accord¬ 
ing to a credit report. 

■ On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited 
the Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COY 
GREM, 10 Quincy .Street, Chevy Chase,'Maryland. Mr, (SEEN was identified as an 
employee of the Department of State. 

On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr, and Mrs, HISSwere 
the guests of ■ LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSON SMITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. ¥., 
Washington, D. C; SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had 
previously been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency 
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission, 
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
since 1933• Mrs. SMI!IH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action,' mentioned hereinbefore, 

♦ 

At approximately this time, T-IO, a completely reliable 
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, 
advised that PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London 
around December 27 or 28, 1945• This informant also reported that both Mr, and 
Mrs. ALGER HISS had been spending a lot of time bn the problem of. Atomic Energy 
which was related .to his'work on the Unitpd Nations. HISS was reported to be 
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings 
on the subject. Together they had been attempting to read and understand the 
SMYTH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading 
HENRY D. SMITH'S book "Atomic Energy for Military Purposes", 

.. , On December 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA HISS had 
been in' contact with an .individual known to the informant only as LOLA, 

On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of January 17, 1946, 
the topic of which was "What Does the Returning G. I. Expect at Home?’! During 
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of 
Conmerce and stated they had nevertheless given terrific applause to the very 
progressive, remarks' of BILL MADLDINi the Cartoonist and another individual. 
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The individual knovm as LOLA stated she had liked the stat^ent in ■shich the 
speaker hiad said that he was going to join two organizations, the American 
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after 
all vrere not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage 
earnerso Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there 
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress toinorro^T. 
This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT WIMAW HORTON, also 
known as LOLA G. HORTQNo She was a member of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. 


Confidential Informants reported that she was generally 
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of 
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in 
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League 
of ?/oraen Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a 
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women.^^hoppers. Her 
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government’ service as Director 
of Information in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941o 
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On December 22, 1945? HISS advised $-9 that he was going to 
Baltimore that afternoon to yisit his mothero 

On December 25, 1945? this informant learned that ALGER HISS 
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leaving for London in a few 
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be held in Londono 

This informant also reported that during the last half of 
December, HISS was engaged primarily in arrangements for this conferenceo 
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on 
December 19, 1945« 

He departed for New York City on December 29, 1945? and 
sailed from New York City for England aboard -the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on 
December 31? 1945<« 

HISS was absent from the United States from December 31? 
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which- date T-9 reported that he had re¬ 
turned to his home in Washington, Do Co, having flown back from Englando 

On December 30, 1945? T-9 reported that Mrso HISS appeared 
to be. friendly vrith one DOROTHEA BLAISDELLo Her name was reported to 
appear on the membership lis.t of the Washington Committee for Aid to 
China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or¬ 
ganized as a Communist front group® Her husband, DONALD CHRISTY BLAIS- 
DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs* HISS duidng June 
1946'. 

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that he had been con¬ 
nected ^vith the Carnegie Endoment for .International, Peace in 1935 and 
had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of 
States His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the VJashing- 
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Un—American Activities. BLAISDELL denied membership in this 
orgEinization in a signed statement furnished in March 1942* 

On February 4, 1946? T-9 reported that Mrs* HISS was en¬ 
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed 
at raising |l20Q«00o This informant stated that at this time a woman 
was in contact with Mrs* HISS and advised that she had heard from WILDER 
and that he was expected home sometime between the 12th and the 20th of 
December. This informant subsequently ascertained that \nLDSR and MARCIA 
FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family and.that there 
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appeared to be considerable association betvreen the two families» The 
informant learned further that FOOT had apparently been at the UN Con¬ 
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a 
home in Larchmontp New York in the spring of 19469 


On February 6f 1946> Mrs® HISS was requested by-one ALICE 
STRONG to assist in raising money for. the National Conference of Chris¬ 
tians and JewSo Mrso HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls 
and take any other action desired in assisting this project-. 

The informant learned on February 9> 1946, that HISS's 
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of 
Mr- GOHEN (possibly BEN COHEN() and Mr- VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR Ho 
VAl^DENBERG) - 


Mrso HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and 
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference 
and added that he vras to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during 
March- It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom¬ 
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele¬ 
gation. there became Icnown- 

On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in¬ 
dividual knovm to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrs- HISS 
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to, get‘in touch 
viith her and her husband- (it is believed that this individual may 
have been HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr-, .whom other sources had reported as 
recently returned from' overseas-) 

On'February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS 
would speak on the radio on March 2, 1946, on the Foreign Bolicy Asso¬ 
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on 
March’10, I 9460 


On March 13, 1946, Mrs- HISS told the informant that her 
hus|)and had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day 
and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later 
that month in New York City- On the following day Mrs- HISS advised 
this source that HISS was. to be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18 
to 20, 1946 , but did not reveal the purpose of this trip- 
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On March 20j 1946^ Mrs® HISS told the informant that AIOER 
HISS had left for Boston March IVy 1946? and would probably go to Heir 
York on March 24? 1946« On the same day the informant learned that Mrs® 
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs® TRYGVE LIE, wife of the Secretaiy Gen¬ 
eral of the UN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs® LIE 
to meet Mrs® GONNALLY (probably'the wife of Senator TOM GONNALLY of 
Texas)® 


Mrs, HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS 
was going to New Yor)c and would be gone about a week® However, the in¬ 
formant advised that HISS 'was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946, 
since, the informant was personalil^ in touch with him at that time® HISS 
apparently returned to New York again since Mrs® HISS advised the in¬ 
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl¬ 
vania at New York Gity® Later on that date the informant learned at 
the .Department of State that HISS would arrive in YJashington the fol¬ 
lowing morning March 30, 1946® HISS contacted the informant on the 
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and 
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York 
City® 

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during' 
April 1946, -only on the l6th and 19th of that month® Mrs® HISS indi¬ 
cated to the ii^ormant that her husband ivas going to New York Gity a 
great deal, apparently in connection with UN business® 

■ This informant reported that on April 5, 1946, an uniden¬ 
tified woman contacted Mrs® HISS and requested that she join the mass 
parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA® Mrs® 
HISS indicated that she was unable to get’away from.the house as she had 
no one to stay with her son® 

On April 12, I946, Mrs® HISS arranged for some one to sit 
with her son on April I4, 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at 
the Pan American on April 15 before noon® The informant was not aware 
of the nature of Mrs® HISS*s business at the Pan American Union on that 
date® 

Mrs® HESS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she 
.and her son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly 
the whole summer i The. informant also learned that the HISS family ex-^- 
pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual named DORIS who 
was not otherwise identified® 
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The informant also learned on April 19? 1946? that ALGER 
HISS had had a spealdng engagement in Baltimore earlier that creole. At 
this time HISS advised the informant that he va‘S at that time Director 
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Department of States 

The informant learned from MrSo HISS on'April 22? 1946? 
that AI/jER hiss was going to take a vacation in July and that arrange¬ 
ments had heen made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS SMELLp 

The informant learned on April 26? 1946? that ALGER and 
PRISCILLA HISS had been invited to attend a large dinner pai’ty at the 
home of HAROLD and LORIN STEIN in Chevy Chase.that eveningo 

\ 

HISS was ill during the latter part of Kay 1946 and re¬ 
mained at home from his office» T-9 was present on Kay 23? 1946? during 
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACK ROSS? another employee of the 
State Department? at which time they discussed State Department affairso 
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk vd.th “DON” and JACK THOMPSON 
about getting a certain atomic energy man.. The informant stated phat 
the conversation v.’as largely concerned with plans for a coordinating 
center regarding atomic energyo HISS at this time indicated that there 
were some- papers on his desk at the office relating to the atomic energy- 
matter as well as a draft of a speech for BARUCHo 

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this 
matter again on May 24? 1946? vdth specific reference to personnel™ 

They referred to one SOKOLOPF and his reaction to the atomic energy 
business# They indicated that from the history of treatment by the 
Military Staff Committee? they were uncertain as to just hovf much the 
Atomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do™ 

In the further course of discussion? HISS stated that he 
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural 
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the 
substance 0 He stated he felt it v/as necessary to get somebody who 
knew something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of 
the general disarmament pictureo 

On May 26? 1946? a person known to the informant only 
as PORTER contacted HISS? advising that he thought HISS should check 
up on a story by SCOTTY RASSMUSSEN in the Nev/ York Times for- May 26? 

19460 PORTER advised that representatives of various nev/s services 
and nevfspapers had been chasing Iiim about the story™ HISS stated 
that ^he*'? apparently referring to RASSIv'IUSSEI'I could not have been 


'" 28 " 
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righter had he been 5.nside the department-, But HIdS did not see that 
that meant that “we", apparently referring to the State Depai’tment, 
could say anyishing to the other people and HISS added that he did not 
loaow where "he" got ito 

BEN MOORE who has been previously identified in this re~ 
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28, 1946? 
according to this source» 

On diuie 1, 1946? the informant learned that HISS was 
still ill but expected to return to his duties in the State Department 
on June’ 3o HISS planned to take off the entire month of July, however, 
on June 3? the informant advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors 
Hospital for three days to take penicillin treatmento 

DOROTHEA BIAISDEU. contacted HISS on June 7 and told Mm 
that her husband, DON BLAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had 
been going over the Chicago Roundtable Discussion program© 

On the following day, HISS and an individual believed by 
the informant to be JACK ROSS' of the State Department, were in discus~ 
sion and ROSS told HISS that HERSCHEL JOHNSON v/as coming to the State 
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on 
the Spanish question© The informant gathered that there was a ndde 
division of opinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHEN, and DEAN ACHESON and 
that ROSS ajadiGated that JOHNSON was a Loyalist© 

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10, 
1946® The ixiformant learned that on June 15, 1946? HISS and DEM 
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN 
on which HISS was vforIcing© 

PRISCILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the 
HISS family was leaving on June 28, 1946, for an all^suramer vacation© 
The informant was present on June 24, 1946, when HEPwSGHEL JOHNSON asked 
HISS if the latter was having a meeting with DEAN AGHISON and if so, 
JOHNSON wanted to have AIiGER mention confidentially to ACHESON but 
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedure and also the 
present policy on the veto in the Atomic Commission© HESS replied 
that he would take this up with ACHESON and informed JOHNSON that 
he would immediately give him ACHESON«s views on these points© JOHfl- 
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow out 
exactly what ACHESON wanted© 


Kisseloff-11988 







V/FO “* 74'"'*94* 



On the same date PRISCILLA. HISS told the iMbIrmant that 
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29p 1946 at the home ^ 
of their friends.the FOOTES at Scarsdalej New Yorkp and that PRISCILLA. 

HISS Yfas contemplating a teacher's job at Potomac School on her return 
j..n the fallo 


The informant learned on June 27, 1946, from PRISCILLA 
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day for KELLOGG SMITH'S 
hotel in Chestertown, Maryland, and that theji- planned on leaving for Ver"" 
mont on July 1, 1946o 

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, Co 
from June 28, 1946 until July 31, 1946o 

On August. 7, 1946 , the informant reported that Mrs, HISS 
had been contacted by Mrso HELEN PROVINSE of 315 Spring Street, Chevy 
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs„ HISS belonged*to the League of 'Women 
Voters o Mrso HISS stated that she did not but that she always had been • 
a well-wishero MrSo PROVINSE advised that she was going to be phairman 
of the minority group that fall and that she t/anted MrSo HESS to work 
on this committee tills yearo MrSo HISS agreed to do this if she had time 
but replied that she had a part-time job at the Potomac School where her 
son, TONY, would be enrolledo MrSo PROVINSE mentioned that she was par- 
ticu3.arly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about 
eight peopleo ' 

, T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enron.led 

TONY HISS at the Marjorie Webster Junior College at l6th Street and 
Columbia Road, N® Vf, 

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din¬ 
ner on August 12, 1946 , by PRISCILLA HISSo Mro and Mrs<, BEN'To MOORE 
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August I 4 , 1946o 

This informant advised that on August 15, 1946, ALGER 
HISS had a lijinolieon engagement with Mro ADXAI STEVENSON (it is 'believed 
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of 
the State of Illinois), 

On August 17, 1946 , an individual believed to have been 
HENRY HELL COLLINS, Jr,, invited the HISS fami.ly to the COLLINS' home 
for the following day. In this connection attention,is directed to in¬ 
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged 
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participation of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr* in a Communist underground group 
as alleged by WHITTAKER CHMffiERSD It is noted further that investigation 
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant 
T-'-’S relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in 
Washington, Do C<>, reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH Bo 
GREGG and of BELA and SONIA GOLD who were described by T-8 as members of 
this Soviet espionage ringo 

Confidential Informant T-9 was present on August 24, 1946s 
during a discussion between HERSCHEL JOHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time 
they discussed a Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that it looked favor~ 
able© According to the informant, JOHNSON to3.d HISS that the former ■ 
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited Ti’dth be" 
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain¬ 
ing their own political ends© JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece 
and thought the Greeks had. undergone cruel injustices© HESS agreed© 

The HESS family was absent from their home August 28 to 
30, 1946 , accprding to this source© 

No pertinent information -was developed- in this case until 
September 24, 1946, at vfhich time T-9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis¬ 
cussion with an individual known to the informant only as "BESS”, mentioned 
t^t she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at the co- 
operative school© The vfoman named BESS commented that the man who drives 
the school bus on virhich her children traveled was a Fascist and a few 
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children 
had survive^ him and she considered that tihe children ware above hime© 

Mrs© HESS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to 
T/hich BESS replied that she did not know if he vms a Syfiss or not, blit 
that she had talked to him a little hit and did not like his attitude 
toward any minor races© 

HAROLD STEIN was in contact with AI/}ER HISS on August 
4, 1946 , according to the informant, concei*ning some matter having to do 
vdth the UN meetings in New York City© 

On the following day the informant learned that the 
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE and his wife sometime 
over the following week-end© This informant stated that on October 11, 
1946 , MAIRI FOREI^AN, the mfe of Dr© CLARK FOREivlAN, who at that time was a 
leading figure in the Southern Conference for Human sfelfare, discussed 
arrangements- w3.th PRISCILLA HESS to place TONY HISS in an art class in 
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which one of the students was a negro girl, whose father was a dentist in 
Puerto Rico, adding that she had met the girl's family through the Sou¬ 
thern Conferenceo She also mentioned that she and her husband were rdth 
the negroes the night that they werS refused admittance to lAsner 4udi- 
torium, adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard-Uni¬ 
versity and had plarmed on seeing the balleto She stated that there 
were a hundred of .them and that they were turned away, but that most of 
them had expected it but. had attempted it to see if they would be ad¬ 
mitted« She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this 
matter,, 


On October 17, 1946, 4LGM HISS accepted an invitation 
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of 
the United Nations Association in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of 
October 25, 3.946o 

Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the . 
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nationso T-9 reported 
that on November 9, 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have 
been FRANCIS Bo SAIREjat that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA,discussed 
UN matters generally as .well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a job on 
the Trusteeship Councilo They also discussed technical difficulties 
facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreementso 

This ijoformant was also present on November 16, 1946, 
during a discussion by DURWARD Bo SANDIFER of the State Department and 
ALGER HISSo SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In- 
teiuational Orgaiiization Affairs in. the Office of Special Political 
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments 
of particular people whom SANDIFM wanted to worko .The trouble seemed 
to center' around JOE PANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations 
Department® SANDIFER then cited the names of two indi'^iduals whom he 
T,TOUld not be able to obtain, but the informant-was' uncertain as to 
their names® SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that 
PANUCH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy-attitude® 

- One of the individuals whom SANDIFER had tried to get 

. into the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the 
latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER's unit® HISS agreed 
that this matter must be set-bled if possible and SANDIFSl told HISS 
that he might find it interesting to talk-to another unidentified in¬ 
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH® 
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In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in 
the spring of 1946? T-11 advised that there was an enormous espionage 
ring operating in Washingtonj Do Go which had as its ultimate objective 
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energyj its spe¬ 
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspects thereof in 
peacetimeo Its purpose was to make such information available to the 
Soviet Uxiioho ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-11 as involved 
in furnishing the Soviet Union vdth available information regarding 
atomic energyo This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those 
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings o 

T-9 learned on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had . 
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago, 
Illinois the previous week® On the same date, this informant was also 
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON, HISS's Special 
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of 
which they wex-e discussing matters at that time before the Security Council 
of UN concer:xiing technical military missions« The informant stated that 
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and 
sundry papers" because "we" might need themo 

On December 9? 1946, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS had 
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace., 
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added 
that HISS succeeded Dr, NICHOLAS MURRAY.BUTLER of Columbia University 
Vt'ho had resigned in December '1945 <> JOHN FOSTER DULLES was described as 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment« The article 
stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provide for a 
Chairman of the Board and a full-time President who would be the exe- , 
cutive officer'A ’ HISS was expected to .take over his neve duties as soon 
as possible after Januaij’’ 1, 1947, following his resignation from 
government servioeo 

On December 25, 1946, Mr» and Mrs, HISS visited the 
home of BENJAMIN To MOORE, according to T-9 and on December 31, 1946, 
according to this source,, they were to be, the guests of CHARLES Ao 
HORSKY, an attorney in VJashington, Do Co 

This informant also reported that on December 25, 1946, 
PRISCILLA HISS'ahd one ANN TAYLOR discussed a series of meetings which 
were to be held during February and March 1947 at which prominent in- . 
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union vdth 
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respect to the political and economic phases of that country<, Mrso HISS 
indicated that she vdshed she could be more enthusiastic about this matter 
but thought that it -sras a stale ideao She indicated that she would talk 
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings.. _ 

On December 30s 1946s Special Agents C0UE.TLA1-D Jo JONES 
and WILLI&M R„ COMELISON observed ROBERT To MILLERs Ills enter Room I64 
at the State Department at 3534 Po Mo This room was the office of ALGER 
HISSo MILLER was observed leaving at 4*03 Po Mo' 

ROBERT To MILLERs III; has been described by T~S as a 
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Washingtons Do Co for which he . 
acted as couiriero 

It is .noted that T“13 vrho is considered to be completely 
reliables advised that ROBERT To MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7s - 
1947s for having placed liELLER. in contact with one DENNETT (phonetic) - 
i.n New York Gity and for allowing MILLER to use HISS® nameo From the 
e.nsuing conversation^, this informant gathered that MILLER was to see 
DENNETT about a Job vfith a new organisation vfhich HISS described as 
having.to do ?/ith the distribution of documentary and informational 
material on the United Nations and. on the United States foreign policy 
in general.. 

On January 8s 1947s Confidential Informant 1^9 re¬ 
ported that ALGER HESS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed efforts to make 
contacts in order to get Jobs for an unidentified individual known only 
as AL who vfas interested in the position of General Counsel for the 
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as Secretary to the Far 
Eastern Coinmissiono 

The informant learned on January 18 j 1947j, that HISS 
Tfould have temporary offices at.522 Fifth Avenue^ New York City^ after 
February Ig 3.947o’ HISS v/as expected to stay temporarily v/ith one HANK 
IN(jRAM until he 'found a permanent place to live in New Yorko INGRAM was 
described as one o'f BARUCH®s 'boyso 

On Januaiy 25s 1947{, this informant stated that HISS 
was very much interested in the appointment of JACIC PEURIFOY in the 
Department of State and HESS in this connection verified that PANUGH 
I’esigned the day of PEURIFOY® s acceptancso 
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On January 30 and 31 this iaaformant reported that HISS had 
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his 
office mth the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, No Wo, Washington, 
Do Co HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore 
and was then going oh to Des, Moines, lowao 

On January 31^ reported that flENRI H« COLLINS, Jro, 
had attempted to contact Mro and Mrso HISSo Neither had been in* 

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In~ 
formant T-12 who is considered to be reliab3.e, advised on February 2, 1947ji 
that PRISCILLA-HISS had visited HEKRI H* COLLINS, Jr*, at hJ.s residence. 

ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu- 
aiy 15, 1947o After February 1, 1947, he was not regularly in Washington, 

Do Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab- . 
sences from liashington, D.Co 

T-9 learned from Mrs. KISS on February 1, 1947, that HISS* 
New York-office was in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to- • 
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947. This informant sub- . 
sequently learned that in the first half of Februarj'- HISS spent some time 
in the homes of PM'HAWAY V/ATSON and POLLY SHAGKLETON in New York Cityi 

PRISCILLA HISS told T-9. on March 8, 1947, that she and • 
her son, TONY, expected to -visit ALGER HISS, in New York City the follow- ^ 
ing weeko - " 

On March 9, 1947, HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr*, was observed 
entering the HISS residence carrying a bro-vm leather briefcase. 

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he 
and his family had.'been in New York City and had also visited Chappaqua, 

New York* T~9 also sta-ted that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS., Jr., 
at the HISS home in Washington, D. G., on that date and that COLLINS was 
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947* 

; T-9- learned on March 28,. 1947, from Mrs. -HISS that - 

ALGER HISS -was to preside as Chairman of' a meeting to be held on April 
7, 1947, by -bhe Bryn Mawr College Endo-jraent on the subject, “How Russia 
Does Business”. It -was learned that the speakers were to be RAY MiLlS 
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HANS HEH'/IAN, a German refugee and 
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instruciior at Sampson College in New York and author of a book entitled^ 
"You Can Do Business with Russia" p and ERNEST Go ROPES of the Department 
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON H&RTLEYj head of the Council for Atomic Re¬ 
search, It \?as subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on 
April 7p 1947p at the Wardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair¬ 
man of the meeting. He explained that it v/as a series being held to 
raise money to increase the salaries of the teachers at 'Brj^n Mawr Col¬ 
lege, Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had 
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions 
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members 
for answer. 


T-9 learned on April Ap 1947? that the HISS family was 
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in 
September 1947 they vrere going to move to New York, 

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were 
going to Vermont in June to T-*9 on May 18? 1947, 

On May 31? 1947? this infox'mant was present when WALTER 
LIPPMNNp a well loiown newspaper columnist^ and ALGER HISS discussed the 
HOOVER movement .tovrard a separate peace vdth former European belligerents, 
LIPH'iAJvil commented that such action-yrould be a mortal blow to UN to which 
HISS agreed, LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons of importance so 
that the pi’oper action might be taken and it was finally agreed that HISS 
might spealc to JAllES BYRNES and DEAN' ACHESON, HISS agreed to get to work 
on this matter and indicated that he would let LIPPMANN know oT his sue- 

S o 


On June* 2? 1947? ALGER HISS was intervie?fed by Special 
Agents CHARLES CLEVELAPJD and ED?^ARD L, CEAI/IPP at his place Of employment? 
700 Jackson Place? N, W,?,Yfashingtoh? D, C,? between the houx's of 2 j 50 
P, M, and 5sl5 Po M,. At that time HISS furMshed the folloTdng informa¬ 
tions 


HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to 
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) tie became associated 7/ith a small group 
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical 
Association, When HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur¬ 
pose the x-JUblication of discussions on labor law principally, HISS does 
not recall his official capacity? but does know that he was one of the 
editors of the association's journal. At the time he became, a member of 
this group? according to his recollection? the following individuals con¬ 
tributed to the publication of the associations JEROME EELLERSTEIN? 
NATHAN WITT> LEE PRESSMAN and ISADORE' POLIER? whose v/ife was JUSTINE IttSE, 
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any way vriLth the 
organizational setup of the Juridical AssociatioUj hut his contact vfas 
mainly that of v/riting editorials* It vfas pointed out by HISS that the 
gi'oup was very loosely knit* He stated that to his knovfledge this group 
Tfas not connected with the International Labor Defense, the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild* He fur-’ 
ther stated that he was not personally acquainted with K4RL BROWDER and 
he had no kno\yledge that the mailing list of the Juridical Association 
was used to advertise or increase the sabscidptions to the “New Masses"* 

He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza¬ 
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLEFSTEIN and he 
would be the one who would be in possession of the mailing lists* He 
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the 
Juri^cal Association were or are members of the Communist Party, how¬ 
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as¬ 
sociation vdth the Association, that LEE PRESStiAN and NATHAI\' WITT vrere 
Communists* He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a 
Communist* He further denied that the International Juridical Associa— 
tion, while he was comiected with it, followed the Communist program* 

HISS left this organisation when he came to V/ashington, D* C* in 1933* 

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415 
Volta Place, N* ¥*, Vfasliington, D„ C** however, he denied that he has 
ever been a member of the Washington Comma.ttee for Democratic Action* 

He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been 
at one time on the mailing list of this organization* He further denied 
membership and affiliation vdth the Young Communist League* He said he 
has never been, nor vms he now a member of the Communist Party* In addi~ 
tion, he has never been personally acquai.nted, to his knowledge, vdth 
any members of the Communist Party* 

HESS stated the belief that his vdfe, PRISCILLA, was 
nevei* a member of the Vifashington Committee for Democratic Action, or 
the Communist Party* He did state, however, that she may have attended 
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from 
that Party* He denied that his brother, DONALD HESS, a local attoi’ney, 
had ever worked for HARRY BRIDGES and to the best of his knowledge 
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES* 

He stated he was sure that his brother v/as not and is not novr a member 
of the Commuadst Party* 

In connection vdth the allegation that WHET'TAKER GliAtABERS 
furnished the State Department in 1939 that ALGER HISS was an assistant 
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could 


...37.,. Kisseloff-11996 











?/F0 - 74‘'-94 


recall orily two individuals by the name of SAYREc These are FRANCIS Bo 
SAYRE with v/hom he was associated in the State Department and DAN SAYRE 
viho was formerly with the CAB and is now teaching at Princeton Univer~ 
sityo HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists o 

HISS stated that he vfas not acquainted mth an individual 
by the name of WHITTAKER CliASBERSo He said at least he could recall no 
one by that name as being, one of his acquaintanceso He further stated 
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited 
his home on any occasiono 

He stated that he became acquainted with HAROLD WAPvE 
v/hile hej, ALGER^ was working in the Department of Agriculture,o He fur™ 
ther remarked that he was acquainted with CHARLES KRIVISKYj who now goes 
by the name of CHARLES KRAlfflRj, having met him vMle both were employed 
at the United States Department of Agriculture o He stated that he has 
not seen KRAMER for quite some timeo He remarked that he and LEE PRESSMAN 
have kno7m each other since his attendance at Haa'vard Law School* He and 
PRESSMAN were associated on the Harvard Law Review^ at which time HISS 
Tivrote an ai’ticle for the Law Review on the subject^ "Yellow Dog Contracts"* 
He further related that lie has Imown HENRY COIUNS since childhood j they 
‘having a‘btended boys‘ summer camps together j. and he considers COLLINS a 
close pers'onal friend* ALGER‘remarked that he is interested in birds and 
that COLLINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of 
ornithology* COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and 
HISS has often advised him of these problems* 

HISS could not recall any person by the name of NATHAN 
EERLOSif* He has known ALICE .MENDHAM since about 1*933 or 1934? when she 
vras running a children's school* Her husband's last name was POJiELLj 
but he could not recall his first name* In connection, with the above 

named individualsHISS could recall no one with the name _ POST* 

Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGORY SILTOIASTER* • 

He denied ha'ving met at any time with any group at the 
home of HENRY COLLINS, or any other’ place, where government information 
was discussed when those present had no right to the information* Nor 
did HISS.know of any group of individuals which met together for the 
purpose of making government information available, oral or written, foi* 
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government* He denied 
having ever met as a group with the above mentioned indi'vlduals for the 
purpose of making available government information to an unauthorized 
soui’ce* 
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HISS is acquainted mth JOHN AETj ha'ving first met him at 
the United States Department of Agriculture in an official capacity® He 
has also been acquainted mth MARIAN BACHRACK^, who is ABT*s sisterj ha'ving 
met ker for the first, time at the Department of Agriculture through her 
husband® 

HISS has never been known, to his knowledge, by the name 
of "GEHE” or- "EUGEl'IE''o He further knows of no individual by the name of 
GENE or EUGENE HISS ha'ving ever been employed at the State Department® 

mss adm3.tted that he met VICTOR PERLO in 1934, but he 
could not recall him too -well* Since his original contact vdth PERLO he 
has had .no fur'bher contact with him and does not know of his present- where" 
abouts. He met HAROLD GLilSSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an 
official of the Treasury Department® He denied that he had ever placed 
GLASSER in touch ■\7ith a representative of the Russian Government in order 
that he, GLASSER, might furnish goyernment information to this unauthor¬ 
ized indi'vidualo 

HESS repeatedly denied that he had any information that 
any in.dividual in or out of the' Government has ever attempted to or fur- 
rdshed any govex^nment information to an unauthorized person® 

In connection vdth the voluntary appearance of ALGER HESS 
at the Bureau to be intei'‘'viewed on March 25, 1946, he furnished the follow¬ 
ing background: He stated that shortly after his return from London, 
where he represented the United States in United Nations matters, in March 
1946® he was, called to the office of the then Secretary of State, JAMES • 
BlRNESo To the best of his. knowledge BIRKES ad'vised him that certain in— 
di'viduals on the "Hill" had furnished BYRfE^ 'vdth inforraation' showing that 
HISS was too sympathetic idth the Communists® HISS can recall only one 
individual on the “Hill'* who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre¬ 
sentative COX of Georgia® HISS remarked that he denied to BYRNES that he 
was a member of the Communist Party or vdth any group which had Communist 
tendencies® BYRNES told HISS that he, B"YEINES, had contacted Attorney 
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of -the FBI on this matter® After dis¬ 
cussion '\dth BYBNiS on this matter, it was agreed between them 'that HESS 
should appear at the Bureau voluntarily in an e.ffort to clear the allega¬ 
tions which BYRNES had presented to HESS® EEESS stated thereupon he did 
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Director LADD on the matter® 
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FolloTdng the foregoing interview with HISSj a signed 
statement was received from him and is being set out as followss 

"Washington^ D, C„ 

June 29 19470 

“Ij Alger’Hiss9 make the,following statement to Charles 
Cleveland and Edward' L,, Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
Pedei’al Bureau of Investigationo No threats or promises of any kind have 
been made to me to induce me to make this statemento I have been advised 
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can be used against 
me in a court of laiTo 

"When I first went to New lork City to; practice la\Y I be- 
• came associated with the International Jui-idical Assoeiation« When I be¬ 
came associated this association was a small group wiiich published a 
pamphlet on labor law mainlyo I xyas one of the editors of the Association’s 
JournalThe following men^ according to my recollection^ contributed to 
this publication* Jerome Hellersteinj Nathan Wittj Lee Pressman and Isa~ 
dore Polier, whose wife,was Justine Wise (pho)o This group was not con¬ 
nected with-the'International Labor Defensep the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge# To my 
belief Earl Browder did not use the International Juridical Association 
to advertise the "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical 
Association to increase the subscriptions to the. "New Masses"# I left 
this association when l' came to Washington9 C # I do not believe that 

any of the individuals.in the Juridical Association irere or are Communists 
but nave heard a number of 3.ndividuals state the belief9 since my associ¬ 
ation with themp that Lee Pressman and Nathan Witt were Communists# I 
have also heard allegations that Pooler was a Communist# 

"I have never been a member of or associated vd.th the 
Ccmmittee for Democratic Action or the Young Communist League# I have 
never been nor am I. now a member of the .Communist Party# Neither -am I 
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party^ to my 
know'ledge# 

"I can recall only two individuals by the name of Sayre - 
Francis B# Sayre with whom I was associated in the State Department and 
Dan Sayre who was formerly with the C# A, B# and is now teaching at 
Princeton Uni'''’ersityo To my knowledge neither of these individuals were 
Communists# 


r.j40'-“ 
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■ , t>J^other Donald Kiss, a local lavjyer, never v/orked foi* 

ilai’ry Bridges and "bo my Imov^ledge vms nevei- considered for employment for 
or on behalf of Bridges o I am sure my brother was rtot and is not now a 
member of the- Gommuni.st Party, 

. am not acquainted Tfith an individual by the name of 

/Jnittaker Chambers, No individual by that name has ever visited my home 
on any occasion so far as I can recall. 


■“I became acquainted vdth Harold Ware while I vras in the 
epartmeuu of Agriculture, Also I am acquainted with Charles Krivisl<y who 
is now kno?m legally as Charles Kramer, having met him v/hile he was em-” 
ployed at the Dept, of Agriculture, Lee Pressman and I have knovm each 
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School, Pressman and I were as¬ 
sociated on the Hairvard Law Re-view at vMch time I wrote a "note” for the 
law review on'the subject, as well as I can remember, of "Yellow Dog Con¬ 
tracts", I have Irnov/n Henry Collins since childhood and consider* him a 
close personal friend,.^ I cannot recall any person by the name of Nathon 
ierlow,^ I Icnew* Alice Mendham quite well when she v;as running a children's 
school in 19^ or 1934, Her husband's last name.was Powell, but I can't 
recall his first name,, • I know no one by the name of Post, in connection 
with the above indi-vxduals, neither do I know Nathair Gregory Silvermaster, 

. ■ , ^sve never met wi-fch any group at the home of Henry 

Collins or any other place where go-vernment information was discussed v^hen 
people who had no right' to the information were present. Nor do I know of 
any group of inoividuals which met together wi’bhout authoiity to make 
government information available, orally or written, for the use of the 
boyiet Government,- 

first met John Abt at the Agriculture Depar’bment in 
an official capacity, I have never attended any mooting of the foregoing 
type where John Abt vi&s present, neither have I visited at Ms apartment, 

I also me-c Marian Bachrack at the' Depar'bment of Agriculture through her 
husband. 


have never been known to iay knowledge by the name of 
Gene” or "Eugene”, I know of no. individual by the name of "Gene” or 
Euglene" Hiss ha-ving been employed by the State Department, 

"I met Tdth Victor Perlo back in I 934 hut I can't recall 
him too well, I have had no further contact vdth Mm since approxindely 
that time and do not know of his. whereabouts at this time, ■ 




Kisseloff-12000 





WFO ~ 74“-94. 




"I met Harold Glasser in an official capacity as an offi¬ 
cial of the Treasury Department .. , I have never placed iGlasser in touch 
Tdth'a Russian representative in order that he might furnish government 
information to this individual, 

“The foregoing represents summaries prepared by Messrs, 
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions 
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June 
2) 194-7, I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my 
knoY/ledge they are true and correct, I was asked by Igents Grampp and 
Cleveland if I' v/ould give them a signed statement on the information I 
had given them orally, 

AI^ER HISS 

Witnesses: 

EDWARD L, GRMilPP, F, B. I, • • - 

CHARLES G, CLEVELAND, F, B, I," 


• On'the,afternoon of June 2, 1947, Mrs, PRISCILLA HESS 
was interviewed at her home, 3210 P Street, N, W,, by Special Agents 
COURTLAND J, JONES and WILLIAM H, MARR, The interview began at approxi¬ 
mately 4^35 Po M, and was concluded at 5:00 P, M, The intervievf was 
initiated by informing Mrs, HISS that it was being conducted upon in¬ 
structions from the Attorney General and she was also infoimed that she 
had the'right to. refuse to answer any questions and make any statements 
concerning siny allegations whic^ would be brought to her attention, ■ ■ 

Mrs, HISS v/as .informed' that the Bureau had information 
to the feffect that her husband j, ALGER HISS, had, while employed by the 
Federal Government, collected' and secured information from the files of 
the government agency and turned this information over tp a third party 
who was not authorized to receive same. She was also informed that her 
husband was allegedly a. member of a ring which was; formed for the purpose 
of securing information from Government files and other sources and.de-. 
live ring such informationthrou^ appropriate channels to the Soviet 
Union, . ' .,. ' 


Mrs, HISS immediately commented that the af<^eraentioned 
allegation was “absolutely false" and requested that she be furnished’ 
more information concerning the specific allegation. She'was advised' 
that this phase of the interview would 'be resumed at a later time and 
that it was. now desired that she answer questions concerning her know- ' 
ledge or acq,uaintance with various personalities. 



* O 
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. .In answer to questions put to herj, she stated that she is 
acquainted with CHILES KEAI'iERj that she has loaown him for a long timey 
having met.him while he and her husband, ALGER, were employed by the De— 
partment of Agriculture, She added, however,, that she has not seen KRAMER • 
for a number of years. She stated that she is acquainted with HAROIJ) 

GLASSER in a social nature, that she has known JOHN ABT. since the latter 
was employed by the Agriculture Department,- and has knovm LEE PRESSJ.1AN 
since the latter was employed as .Assistant General Counsel for the Deoar^ 
meat of Agriculture under JEROlffi PRA1«C« ‘ ggSTiDV 

In regard to HENRY COLLINS and his vdfe, SUSAN B, A1^T?H0NY II, 
Mrs,* HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HESS, that they 
know him very well^ but that, she is only slightly acquainted with SUSAl'I B, 
ANTHONY II,' Mrs, HISS also described NATHAN WITT as another old. employee 
of the Department-of Agriculture whom she and her husband had known many 
years. 


Mrs, HESS specifically denied knowing VICTOR JEKLO, stat¬ 
ing that she had never heard of him. She liksv/ise "denied being acquainted 
Yifith HAROLD WARE, sa^ng that she had never heard of him, 

■ Mrs, -HISS was questioned at length concerning WHITTAKER 
CHAMBER o She 'immediately- denied e'ver heaidng of the name^ and elaborated 
by saying, that she “knows no such person,“ It was pointed out to her that 
CHAMBERS was a former member of the Communist Party who announced'his af¬ 
filiation and subsequently entered the newspaper, field and that CHAMBEEIS 
was well known. It wa's also mentioned that CHAIffiERS allegedly knew Mr. 
and Mrs, I-EESS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the. HESS home, 

Mrs, HISS steadfastly denied being acquainted vdth him or Icnovdng his 
identity,. ' 

. PRISCILLA HESS' was asked if she Y/ere. acquainted •with an 

. indi'vidual whose surname was SAYRE, who is reported to reside in Balti¬ 
more <1 Maryland, She' 'denied being acquainted with any indi'vidual by • this 
name other than FRANCIS B« SA^E, formerly with the Department of State, 
and a Professor at •Prince.'tbn University also named SAYRE, She v/as asked 
if she 7/ere acquainted with NATHAN (BEGORY SILVERMASTER and his rdfe, 

HELEN SILVERBilASTER, and she replied in the negative, 

... iirs, HESS., was questioned concerning whether or not she had 
ev(^ been a- .member of the -Washington Committee for Democrati.c Action and 
the National League of Yfomen Shoppers, She denied membership in the Wash¬ 
ington Committee for Democratic Action and stated that she'had attended 
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but- did not consider 
that she had ever been a member and did not feel tha't the organization 
considered her a member. 


“43- 
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PRISCILLA HISS v;as asked if she, of her ov/n knowledge, knew, 
or had feasoh to believe, that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in»- 
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor¬ 
ized persono She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done 
such a thing and added that She feels this is a ’'malicious" charge* It was 
again related to Mrs. HISS that the Bureau has reliable informatioh that 
her husband was definitely connected with, and v/as active in, a ring which 
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting infoi^mation from 
Government files. Mrs. PEESS immediately branded this al3.egation as "a 
wild, malicious, impossible thing." 

PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been, a 
member pf the Communist Party, and whether or not she has ever attended any 
Communist Party meetings or any Commianist Party sponsored meetings. She 
replied emphatically that she is not a member of the Communist Party, never • 
has beeny and never expects to bej that' she has never attended Communist 
Party meetings and, to her knovfledge, has not attended any Communist Party 
sponsored meetings. She was then asked? "If you are, or ever have been, 
a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it?" Mrs. HISS registered 
unml.stakable antagonism to this question and branded it an unfair question.. 
She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and finally was told that' 
her hesitation' and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that 
she. intended to answer the question in the negative. After’ considerably 
more hesitation and finally with obvious reluctance • and a display of bad 
grace and hostility, she replied by saying that her answer to the ques¬ 
tion vfould be "yes". She insisted, however, that she definitely considered 
the question of .an unfair nature. 

It- was next pointed out to Mrs. HISS that since the inter¬ 
view had reached this point, it vrauld be appreciated if she would make a 
statement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com¬ 
munism and Communist ideologies. She replied by stating 'that she had al¬ 
ready informed Agents that she is' not a Communist, has never been a Com-- 
munist, and does not -easpect to become a Communist. She continued by saying 
she feels that Communism "is not for us"| that she felt we should not be 
anti-Russian to the extent where this interferes tTith our international 
cooperation; and that we should not hold' prejudices and should work to¬ 
gether through the United Nations. 

Just prior-to the conclusion of the interview, Mrs. HISS 
7 /as asked if she had 'any further comments to make concerning the allega- • 
tionso- She replied that in her opinion the allegations were "just abso¬ 
lutely screwy". She continued by -stating that she felt the inter-view 
might be inspired as part of .an anti-ROOSEVELT prdgram, and that she 
could think of no sensible motive for such "impossible" questions. 
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On June 8j 194?j T-9 learned that the HISS family ejcpected 
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July 
19479 in. Vermont and New Hampshire o HISS indicated that he escpected to at” 
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in Augusto He had also made ten¬ 
tative arrangements to give a tallc at the King-Smith School in Washington, 
Do Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro¬ 
mote better interpretation of international questions and help or influ¬ 
ence foreign policyo 

The HISS family actually left Washington, Do C„ on June 
18, 1947 , and was absent from Washington, Do Go through July 1947o 

T—9 was unable to furnish any pertinent information until 
September 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HESS 
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household 
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947<. MrSo HISS 
told the informant that they had obtained an apartment in New York City 
two blocks north of Washington Square just off Fifth Avenue o She indi¬ 
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown 0 She 
also indicated to the informant that she expected to be an Assistant In¬ 
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City,, 

This informant learned on September 12, 19479 that 
ISHBELL LEE., the wife of DUNCAN LEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA. HISS' 
duties at the Potomac School in Washington, Do Co and that MrSo LEE and 
MrSo HISS had discussed this matter togethero 

It is to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T-8, was 
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, D« Co 
which that source had describedo 

, T-9 reported on September 13, 1947,. that ALGER HESS and 

his ’i'dfe left Washington, Do Co for.New York City by automobile on that 
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Y/ith • reference to the allegations of T-S", HAROLD GLASSER 
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as follows? 

• 

"I first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit¬ 
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938o I do not 
know ALGER HESS at all socially and had very little contact with him at 
any timso I am, however, much better acquainted with his brother, DONALD 
HISS, who for some time at the State Department handled International 
Loans and Affairs, which prompted him to have numerous Contacts wi'tti me 
at the Treasiury Department <, As a matter of fact I have never been so¬ 
cially acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISSo I do recall meet¬ 
ing ALGER HESS on a streetcar in 1945? and on another occasion I met 
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canalo .1 last saw 
him at the Y/ardnian Park Hotel in September, 1946® 

*•1 would never have been in a position to furnish ALGER 
HISS or DONALD PUSS any official information with' regard to Treasury De¬ 
partment international loans inasmuch as aU. of the international policy 
actually emanated from the Department of State itselfo As a matter of 
■fact, DONALD HISS through his official capacity would be in a position 
to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that I might develop 
through my official capacity in the Treasury Department regarding in¬ 
ternational loanso" 

During the course of the investigation of AIGER HISS 
based on' the allegations of T-8, the following information was also 
developeds 

It was ascertained that from August 4? 1945, through 
August 31? 1945? five telephone calls had been made to the HISS resi¬ 
dence in Yifashington, Do C« from telephone number 767 at Croton, New 
Yorko The New York Division' ascertained that this number was listed 
to Dro DANIEL Eo SCHNEIDER? Mto Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was 
discontinued on September 26, 1945o That office advised further that 
it had been learned through confidential sources that the above tele¬ 
phone calls were collect calls made by Dro DANIEL SCHNEHDER to ALGER 
HESS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, Do C« The latter number was as¬ 
certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISSo 

A mail cover placed on the residence'address of 
ALGER HESS in Washington, Do Co, 3-120 P Street, No Wo, disclosed that, 
during May 1946? ALGER HISS received mail bearing the return address 
of DANIEL Eo SCHNEIDER, Mo Do, 110 East 87th Street, New York, No Y, 
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Ijivestigation conducted by. the New York Office in 1946? 
reflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from 
MICHELE CII.1BAL0 of Mto Airy Road, Croton, New York, since May 18, 1946® 
SCHNEIDER-s Ne'w York -residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New 
York Cityo The New York Office advised that a neighborhood investigald-on 
was not advisable at SCHNEIDER’S summer address since that nei^borhood 
is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of the Vfestchester 
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairs® 

Further investigation reflected that DANIEL EDV/ARD 
SCHNEIDER had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsychiatrist 
and psychoansilyst by profession® It was ascertained that from 1935 to 
1939? he had been an Assistant Al3.eni3t at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City® According to New York files, he vfas a member of a group of the 
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet en¬ 
titled., "X~Ray Among*the Psychiatry Staff”, up to about June 1939® This 
pamphlet urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the 
"Daily Worker”« The Bellevue Hos-pital Psychiatric Division was reported 
to be known as a center of Communist activities and’ that the X-Ray Maga¬ 
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party® 

It is to be noted that T-8 had alleged that one CEDRIC 
BELFRAGE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring 
with iiiformation® During the course of the investigation of BELFRAGE 
by the New York Office, it was ascertained on February 11, 1946, that 
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JOSEPH NORTH and that on Februa^ 4, 
1946 , he had been in touch 7dth one ISADORE SCHNEIDER® Both of these 
individuals were described as editors of the magazine "New Masses”, 
and it was noted that JOSEPH NOBTH resided at Mt® Airy Road, Croton-on-’ 
Hudson, New York,, and had long been active in,Communist Party circles® 

I In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that 

BELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER-discussed a new book being written by ALBERT 
KAHN® It-was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER’s wife was HELE N 
BERLIN SCHNEIDER and that she had been ^ employed in the office of - • 
“Amerasia” at the time that that publication had been involved in an 
alleged Soviet espionage, conspiracy® 

The files of the Washington Field Office do. not re¬ 
flect whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E® SCHNEIDER® 

It is noted further that during the course of the 
investigation being conducted in Washington,.D® C® on the basis of 
the allegations of T-8, it was determined that DA’VID WAHL at that 
time a resident of Washington, D® C® was a contact of many of the 
individuals allegedly involved in. the Soviet espionage ring® 
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In connection with WAHLj it is interesting, to note that 
a former member of the Communist Party in Yfashington, Do Co who has 
furnished considerable reliable information in connection vdth Communist 
Party matters^ stated that the informant knew DAVID WAHL to have been a 
member of the Communist Party- in YJashingtonj, Do Co in the late 30s and 
that WAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why 
he had been sent to Washington^ Do Co by his Party superiorso This in¬ 
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between New York City and 
V.'ashingtonj, Do Co at bi-weekly intervals at that timeo 

T-lOj a completely reliable source, advised at the end 
of April 1947 that he had learned from IIARI JMIE KEENEY, another indivi¬ 
dual who was identified as a contact of many of the members of the alleged 
Soviet espionage ring in Washington, Do Co, as reported by T-8, that a 
DAW and HELEN SCHNEIDER v/ere guests at the home of DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington 
Street, Kensington, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25, 1947o MARY JANE 
ICEENEY had seen the SCHNEIDE^ there at .which time they had discussed an 
intei-vieTf by FBI agents with NATHAN GBJEGORY SILVERMASTER and his wifeo 
Accordi.ng to T-S, SILVERMASTER was a ring leader in the Soviet espionage 
conspiracy described by hero 

MARY JANE KEENEY stated that DAN SCHNEIDER had told her 
that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months 
concerning the FBI in which no holds were barredo It is believed that 
SCHNEIDER referred to a book subsequently published by ALBERT MHWo 

T-15 confirmed that DAN and HEIEW SCHNEIDER were guests 
at the WAHL home during the period in question aind advised further that 
SCHNEIDER had sent a telegram to 461 East 82nd Street, New York City in 
which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that .he 
received a wire every morningo 

T---16 believed to be a completely reliable source, ad¬ 
vised- that MARY JANE KEENEY on April .27, 1940? had attended a dinner at 
the residence of JACK MARSALKA at which DAN and liELEN SC}E\'EIDER of New' 
York City were also in attendance« MARSALKA was ascertained by this 
office to have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by 
T-8 to be involved in Soviet espionage activities in Washington, D. C o 

Washington Field Office files reflect further that at 
lls05 Po JBo on the evening 6f April 8, 1947? DAVID WAHL and hn individual, 
subsequently identified as Dro DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East S7th 
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Street^ and after walking around in the neighborhood until 12:10 k„ 
April 9? I947ji they re-entered 110-East 87th Street, New York Gity^ It 
was observed at that time they were making notes in a notebook© 


Subsequent contacts between WAIIL and DANIEL SCHNEIDER 
are known to have occurred© 


Washington Field Office files also reflect that 
THURMAN SCRUGGS WILKINS who in 1940 ■*fas recruited for Soviet espionage 
in the Orient by IGNACY SAJ/IUEL ??ITCZAK, advised in July 1947 that 
liVITCZAK had spoken of a "Dr© Boss" vrho was interested in international 
relations© WILKINS stated that "Boss" might have been approached by 
V/ITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission© "Dr© Boss" T:as to be¬ 
lieved to be identical ^rith CLAUDE ALBERT BUSS whom WITCZAK allegedly 
•visited when 3USS was Director of OfJ'I in San Francisco, in June 1945 o 
It was determined that BUSS had pre'vicusly been Executive Assistant 
J;o the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of 
ALGER HISS© 


Investigation conducted in'Washington, D© C© reflected 
that the files of the Department of State contained the follovsing mes- 
sages g 


•Radio communications between the Department of State 
and the High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands reflect that on 
December 31si 1940ji the following message was sent to the High Commis¬ 
sioners ^ 

"Message 646© Further reference your 916, September 1»" 

"Mr© CLAUDE A© BUSS now on faculty of University of 
Southern Ca3.ifornia, Los Angeles, is^available to come to Manila 
immediately as Executive Assistant* BUSS is about thirty-six 
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec¬ 
tively© He .is former Foreign Ser-vice Officer who has served in' 
the Far East© As a University teacher has specialized in our 
Far Eastern relations© He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind, . 
and pleasing personality© Should be excellent at meeting mem- 
. bers of business community and in relations with Pliilippihe. and 
other officials as had little administrative experience and has 
heretofore not .found administrative duties interesting* However, 
he assured me when in fyashington ls.st week he believed he could ■ 
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and 
that he was prepared for i good deal of routine administrative 
correspondence and other work'o Ke made an excellent impression 
on mo and I consider that he wou3.d be satisfactoryj and' in dis¬ 
cussing salaiy I think you should offer him |;7500o He is well 
thought of 'by those in the Department who know himo Suggest you 
consult SALISBURYo Have as yet had no response from the De¬ 
partment of Commerce o ALGER iIISS"o 

Under date of January 3? 194l.s Radiogram #7 from the High 
Commissioner from the Philippines was as follows? "For ALGER HISS, your 
6460 Appreciate your finding BUSS;, Very favorably inclined toward offer¬ 
ing him position© Before- doing so I should be very much interested in 
knovdng your opinion as between BUSS and HOEL FIELD who is the better man 
for the job© Also is BUSS better than BERGELIK, if he is available? Have 
you met BUSS’S'rdfe, and if so what is she like? Would also appreciate 
ELDON JOKES’ opini.on of BUSS© Have you yet heard from Department of Com¬ 
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more favorably than BUSS 
and if I receive from you favorable repjdes to these inqtdiles, I shall 
■ expect to send i-adiogram to BUSS offering to recommend him© I am anxious 
to lose no time in the raatter©” 

On January 3 . 941.9 Radiogram #17 was sent to the Jdgh 
Commissioner to the Phi31ppines as follows? "From ALGER HISS, your #7 
of January 3o It is my impression that the most competent' persons in the 
Department of State consider that BUSS is under all circumstances better 
qualified than FIELD© Do not consider I am personally fara.iliar enough 
with characterdsties and personalities of tv/o men to make defiidte choice© 
BUSS would unquestiona.bly be able to reach Manila sooner© Have not met 
BUSS? vdfe, but understand from colleagues of BUSS’ that she is attrac¬ 
tive and intelligent© V/ELDOK JOKES has not met BUSS who is no'w in.Cali¬ 
fornia© His address is UCLA© JOKES thinks highly of LEE who is mentioned 
in your #945 December 28© I personally should think that BUSS’ ezperi- 
rnce in ovn? Foreign Service would make him better qualified than LEE© 
WELDOK JOKES has been unable as yet to locate LEE©" 

The file reflects a copy of a night letter directed to 
subject on January 15, 1943-9 offering him the position as Executive As¬ 
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands© 

It. is observed that in 1940 and in 1943- ALGER HISS was 
employed as a Special Assistant tc an Assistant Secretary of State© 
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7/ASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
At Washington» D., Do 
» 

Will continue to develop information pertinent to tliis 
investigation and conclude the investigation requested in Bureau letter 
to Nevr York dated January 3 s 1949© 
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T-'lo A confidential source of the Washington Field 
Office froaa Tfhom the active indices of the 
Washington Conmittee for Democratic Action were 
obtained© 

T' -2o STANIET K© HORI©BGK, Department of State 

T”3o HAIMOMD E© IiiUBPEf^ Department of State 

T~4„ Mrs© LEORA FULLER^ 2800 .\7oodley Road, .Washing¬ 
ton ^ D © 0 o 

T<=5© CHESTER C© DAVIS^ Federal Reserve Banky 
St© Louis, Missouid. 

T-6©' BENJAMIN MANDELL^ 3101 Pennsylvania Avenue, S© W., 
Washington, D© C© 

T<^>7o Subversive files, Metropolitan Police Depaxiimento 

(With I'eference to infonnants T-l, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, 
the information which they furnished appears in the file entitled "ALGER 
HISS, Assistant to Advisor on Political Relations, Department of State, 

INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT©" All these sources have been recontacted 
in connection with the current investigation with the exception of T-4^ 

Mrs© LEORA FULLER, 2800 Tfoodley Roadj Washington, D© C©, who is deceased© 

, T-8o Confidential Infonnant GREGORY© 

:b2 
:b7D 




T-11© JCBEPH A© PANUCH, Deputy to Assistant Secretaiy 

of State RUSSELL© 



T-12© 



• 




<^-’52<-’ 
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May 10, 1945j- concerning CP Underground Move- 
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ALGER HISS. This report will not include information concerning HISS* 
antecedents or his educational and professional background. ITith respect 
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 
LATfflSRT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. C. in the • 
instant matter. 


The files reflect that on a list furnished to the 
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives, of -sdiich the Honorable MARTIN DIES ’was Chairman, the 
following information appeared? 

«ALGER HISS Legal Adviser, |5,800 

3415 Volta Place, N. Wo Department of State 

Washington, D. ,C. 

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action** 

la December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the 
DIES Committee and ascertained that the basis for placing HISS* name as a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action on the list fxirnished 
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the 
possession of the DIES Committee entitled •'Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action’*. No further information vras available concerning this matter from 
the DIES-Committee. 


T-1 advised the Washington Field Office that the name 
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Yfashington 
Committee for Democratic Action^ however, T-1 advised that the name of Mrs, 
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active indices of that 
organization, ' ' 

T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State, 
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years. 
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to 
cause him to doubt Mr, HISS* loyalty. 1-2 stated that at one time he heard 
that Mr, HISS and his brother, DONALD HISS, also an employee of the Department 
of State, were classed as ’’fellow travelers'*, Informant stated he was not 
aware of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr, HISS was at one 
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tme secretary, to the late Associate Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the 
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOLMES was considered "liberal” 
and added, "But what a liberal". In this connection, the informant stated 
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some' of the beliefs of Justice 
HOLMES during his association, with him, and that if Mr. HOLMES is classed 
as "liberal", his "liberalism".is likely of-the same quality. T-2 stated 
that it 'had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a 1'stay afhome", and 
does not get ‘about as much as would bei to his advantage'. Informant knows 
of no activities of Mr. HISS avray'frOm his office. He stated that Mr. 

HIS.S* wife is possibly "more liberal" than her husband and may possibly 
have membership in "liberal organizations'!.' 

.T-3,. who was an employe's of the Department pf S'bate, 'advised 
that he was hot.well acquainted =with Mr. HISS, but that from hearsay and 
otherwise he is toe lined -to class'Mr. ■ HISS as a "Laski Socialist". 

T~4, who was acquatoted with Mr. 'HISS during the years 
from 1933 to 1935, when he was employed, by the Agricultural Adjustment ■ 
AdMnistratioh, described Mr.'HISS as being honorable'to personal affairs, 
but intellectually'dishonest. The informant stated that Mr . HISS, together 
with LEE PRESStiAN, GARDNER JACKSON, FRANK SHEA and others, to the -Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration,'interpreted the-Agricultural Adjustment Act, hot 
to the spirit of the law, but to a manner which would suit their beliefs and 
own private piarposes. Informant, stated that Hr. HISS and. his associates sur¬ 
rounded themselves wi.th employees to the Agricultural Adjustment Administra- . 
tion of their .own-.choosing, whom they knew would fall, -to line with their social 
and economic theories, '.This informant .'stated that it was the definite purpose 
of this- group to change -pur form of Government i and to use the tostrumentalily ‘ 
of the good offices of the Department of Agriculture to further their purposes. 
The informant explained .that these individuals to the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it.was intended, to protect 
the interest, of tenant farmers, deliberately used the Goyernment's time and 
money to an effort to unionize'share croppers and tenant farmers. Informant 
stated that "there was-nothing of America—"My Country’'Tis of Thee, to what 
those boys were doingii", 

T-4 recalled bits of conversation which the informant 
stated passed between Mr. HISS, LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period. 
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Informant recalled that one of the persons inyqlved had stated that the 
”OfcLes TTOuld be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor 
tras their meat©*' Informant stated that the use of professional agitators 
was made in connection with .the attempt to unionize share croppers. T-4 
stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning 
share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered 
a confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there¬ 
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture, 
in the nature of ’‘demands'* that this report be made public. Informant stated 
that the sources of - these communications were traced and were found to be 
organizations Tfhich could have no possible interest in the report, or information 
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return 
addresses had been used. T-r-4 stated qonceming Mr. HISS, "If he was not a 
Communist, he was a fellow’traveler”. Informant advised that Mr, HISS vras. 
one of the organizers of the Lawyers Guild and stated that he possibly had 
”an overdose of Harvaifd”. T-4 further stated that he was ’’quite a Marxist”. 
Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrewdness 
he was not included in the "purge” v/hich took place in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in 1935. ■ • 

In connection with the information stated above, and 
attributed to informant T~4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diaiy 
at the time the events stated above were alleged to have taken place. The 
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of 
Mr. HISS and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared to ’ 
be indicative of the informant’s .impressions are stated below; 

"Administrators, who don’t happen to be lawyers are 
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of 
appalling energy.” 

"Meanwhile, men who have- never been closer to a farm 
than the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have flown to 
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—terribly 
worked up over their sad pli^t." 

• "And if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like 
locusts swarming in Committee rooms—especially the 
Munitions Investigations Committee, Civil Liberties 
Committee, etc.” 
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wi am sick when I see at close range men using the 
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President, 
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond 
their wildest dream. And do you think the group of 
whom I speak could await the slow process of education 
^ order to better conditions? That gives them a 
laugh <,« 

“Honest men, in sympathy with the President's program, 
simply cannot conceive of the situation. “ 

“I have no quarrel with their being anything they v/ant 
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy 
being used' in the way it is. And. I do object to the 
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers 
not cf their osm breed. And, as to Government service? 

They don't know what it means. Just say, as actually 
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The 
question shot back promptly was, ‘Why*? Because there 
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The.ans\'rer 
came back promptly, *0h, we'll change that*. And, by 
golly, that’s what they are.doing**. 

For instances- In the group were JEROME PRANK, with 
three lieutenants, ALGER-HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, ERANK SHEA. 
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of men of 
their own choosing. I smile when I read of political 
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any 
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK,. because he 
might do what they vonted.” . • 

t < . ‘ 

- V 

“I begin to believe a few less .‘brilliant’ lawyers, with 
some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic 
vieivpoint might have been able to produce laws just as 
unconstitutional.« 

“Men credited with advising the President, writing the 
laws, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to 
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put fonvard their own half-baked ideas. That is being 
charitable to them. ‘ Some of them are deliberately trying 
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they 
are honest, but if so, vihy go to the,trouble of being so 
plausible in disguising their- motives that even sane, 
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? tThy 
not say, what I*ve heard them say privately? ’Labor should 
run the Government* said onej 'better for all industry if 
it were run by the .Government' .contributes another; and 
ever and always ’dovm with the profit motive’." 

"Vflaen the so-called 'purge' took place I’ll admit I 
was stunned by its suddenness, but if GHfiSTER DAVIS had 
not acted then, well, he would not have been the CHESTER 
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through ny 
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a 
mere mortal, could have knovm all the behind-the scenes 
stuff. No one can work with an organization and betray 
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working 
vdth JEROME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those 
in whom he placed most confidence -• misguidedly. So, 
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what 
actually happened. However, the day after the purge, 

JEROiffi FRANK'S lieutenants acted according to their 
- temperaments .- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced T,irith 
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing 
statement that he 'had been one of JEROME'S severest 
critics'- and therefore should be retained. HISS, more 
suave, who was in reality a more dangerous person than 
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed 
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most 
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he 
is serving- on is a tribute to the young man's amazing 
. energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve." 

"Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER 
HISS, ^'or months during 1934 he- served vriLth the Munitions 
investigation Committee - detailed from A-AA, Reworked 
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side 
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some 
of the work of the Munitions Cq^mmittee found its 7ia.y 
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged ~ 

in assisting, at a time v/hen we were short of help. 

In the fall of 1934 he vias very busy, all over the placej 
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long 
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of 
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates. 

HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman NYE - hence his 
selection for that work. Few people knew hov; close he 
ivas to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knoT.ving 
that JEROME FRANK had never signed an opinion without 
ALGER*s O.Ko and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions 
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER's 
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand 
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mighty, 

I'm willing to give the young man credit for anything, in¬ 
cluding hypnotic powers." 

"ALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year 
to prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share¬ 
croppers, and as one agriculturist in a southern State 
commented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there 
are being included more and more^ provisions designed to 
overthrow the land tenure system of the South'. The share¬ 
cropper difficulties-were publicized through the medium 
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnightj 
Leagues for this and thatj but the real orevr worked right 
in our office. Lawyers who never came closer to a farm 
than the campUs of Harvard, and Columbia, were-all wrought 
up over matters in Arkansas." 

T-:5^ v/ho was in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that 
Mr. HISS vfas not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in the "purge" of 1935. This informant stated that 
he had no doubt whatever that some members of the staff were "extreme left*- 
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wingers'*, and stated that he always felt like G&RjDNER JACKSON might even carry 
a Communist Party card;. He.stated, 'however, that he had never considered 
ALGER HISS in the same, light and had no doubt .at that time.as to his loyalty. 
He’stated that lir. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt 
officials of. the Agricultural Adjustment Administration no longer had the 
confidence .in him, which so far as. the informant was .concerned, was not the 
case. ' ■ ■ • • . ’ • ' ' . 

T-5 "recalled that one of the chief diffioulties that arose 
in the' Agricultural Adjustment Administration was the attempt of the Legal 
Division to interpret the Act, not'according to the intent of Congress, but in 
accordance with their oto views. In this connection, informant stated that he 
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact ’and HISS stated the law might be subject 
to more than one interpretation.' ' " 

• • T-6, who professed to. Have been at one time a member of. 

the.Communist Party, advised that he was not acquainted with ALGER HISS dur¬ 
ing the time of the infbrmant *s'membership in the Party. ■ He stated he under¬ 
stood certain New York Communists, had a connection at the Sta.te Department, 
through whom certain considerations could be receive'd,' but was unable to s'ta.te 
the source of his. information. 

T-7, who maintains files concerning subversive activities 
in, the District of Columbia, advised that his files containedno information 
concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name, as employee of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration at the 'time of• the "purge”. 

. On«>February 14v 1942, Mr. -HISS, after being duly sworn,, 
made the following voluntary Statemen't', the original of which -was retained 
in the files of this office. He declined to return to this office to sign 
the .statement stating that he sa'w.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch" as he 
felt-certain the .statement would be typed as he had dicta.ted it* 



“Washington, D. C. 

February 14, 1942 

“Statement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of 

Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr.,, and Stenographer ZONA McARTHUR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. . Questions are by Mr. KING. 

“Q. Are you Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an Assistant 

to the' Advisor on Political Relations of the 
Deparlsnent of State? 

"A. I am, 

“Q. Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 

been empowered by the 77th Congress of the United 
States' under Public' Law No, 135 to investigate the 
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged 
members of the subversive organizations or who 
advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and 
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose 
of this interview, today is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer questions regarding information which has 
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions 
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so desire, 
and you will be given an opporttanity to include .any 
statement.which you feel is necessary to fairly 
present your side of this inquiry, A copy of the report 
of this investigation will be furnished to thevagency 
which employs you. In' order that the statement may 
have particular' credence, you Tidll be placed under 
oath. Do you have any objections to that? 

“A. Not at' all. 

“Q, Will you s'band please and raise your right hand? Do 

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 
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“A. 

»Qo 


“A, 

«Q. 


■»A. 

»Q» 


»»A. 



"A. 

«Qo 



I do. 

J 

Mr. HISS, what is your present hom6 address, 
please sir? 

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C. . 

And would you tell us please how long you have 
been employed by the Department of State? 

About five and one-half years, I thinks ■ 

Mr. HISS', are you now-or have you ever been a 
member of the Washington Committee 'for Democratic 
Action? 

I have not. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that, 
organization or received any of its literature 
to your recollection? 

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I 
have, no recollection of receiving any of its 
literature. 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Commionist Party? 

I am not and never have.been. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Xoung Communist league? 


'*A. I have hot and never have been.' 

Have you ever attended any meetings or received any 
literature to your recollection of these tv^. 
organizations? ' 
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'•A. Not to my recollection have I received any 

literature, and I know I have never attended 
any meetings. 

Iiir. HISS, do you now or have you ever advocated 
the overthrow of the present form of Government 
which we enjoy, in the United States? 

”A. I certainly have not. There is .only one Govern¬ 

ment that 1 want to overthror^ and that is HITLEE's. 

**Q. Mr, HISS, have you ever advocated disloyalty 

to our- present form of Government? 

•*A, I have not-, ' 

At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity 
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this 
• incjuiry you so desire. 

”A. ViTell, that is a big order, I think the best state¬ 

ment I can make is really a question. This all 
comes as a 'great surprise to me, and I’d like to 
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to 
ask. I have-always been-a staunch supporter of the 
ROOSEVEILT administration ever since it came in. ■ 

’’Q. As I informed yoU at the beginning -r- possibly then 

you.didn't, quite grasp, not knowing what was coming 
.later —..that under Public law No. 135 which -vjas 
passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation -was empo-wered by that Congress under that 
Law to investigate the employees of -the Federal 
Government who'are alleged members of.subversive 
organizations. 

"A. It was the word alleged that I -was addressing myself 

to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it 
was hews to me. I think the purpose of the resolution 
is laudable. 
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I am not at liberty to furnish you the information 
from the files. 

But if you could give me some indication of vrhat 
it was you had in mind, I would knav v/hat to address 
my statement to. 

I couldn’t give you any indication. The only indica¬ 
tion is by the questions I have already asked you 
as to what the allegation 6ould possibly be. That is 
all I am at liberty to furnish you. 

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the 
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I 

, don’t know what particular kind of statement would be 
helpful, Idy background and record, 1 assume, are 
available to you anyway. I am a lawyer-by training, 

I have been employed by the Federal Government half 
of the time since I' graduated from law school, and 
the rest of the time I was employed in a private 
law firm in Boston and Nevf lork. I came down here in 
1933 at the behest of the Government. I remained 
according to ity statement at the behest.of the Govern¬ 
ment, I think I'could have made a good deal more money 
if I had'Stayed.in the private, practice of law in 
New York. 5^ reason for coming to Washington -was 
not to make money, but to be helpful .to the country. 

As a lawyer, I don't ascribe any significance to 
self-serving statements, but 'without knowing what 
specific kind of things you have in your files, which 
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don't 
know what to say that would be helpful to you in 
the way of a statement. 

'ISell, this is not a hearing. This is purely a 
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a 
part of the investigative report in our file. Is 
there anything further you wish to say? 
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'•A. I’d like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform 

■my immediate superior of the Department of State 
of the fact that you called me in hereo 

”Q. That is entirely up to you!} 

' > , / 

At the time the above information was developed, HISS 
resided at 3415 Volta place,. N. ¥., Washington, D» C., and was Assistant to 
the Advisor on Political Relations of .the Department of State. 

On May 4> 1945‘> the Bureau furnished this office with 
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. A, BERLE, former Undersecretaiy 
of State, U. S. State Department, who received the information from one 
TIHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an 
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937j and at one time 
•was Editor of the ’’Daily Worker” and subsequent-ly was Editor of "New Masses”. 
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time v/as interested 
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D. C,, and 
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROLD WARE. 

The following is set out from the original notes; 

’ Ui.ondon Underground Espionage Agent 

(1) PHILIP.ROSENBLIETT - Formerly of C41st St, & B’way, WE) 

Dr. GREENBERG - MD (West 70th'NT ‘ 

Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground C, 

Head in America Mack 'Moren (alias Philipovitch 
- allegedly Yugoslav) - 
real name - ? 

ROSENBLIETT ^ in U.S. ' ' 

connected -with Dr, ISADOR MILLER - Chemist’s Club - 41st St, 
Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J. 
was =’front’ behind MACK MORM exis-ted - in 
MILLER’S employ ■ 

Hiew PRESSMAN - his alias'-was ’COLE PHILIPS’ - 
Introduced him to MACK MOREN, buying arras 
for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov’ts - . ■ 
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PRESSMAN - as counsel - helped MORM - made 
a flight to Mexico vrf.th himj forced down 
at Brownsville,.Tex. in late'*36 or early 
*37 - probably fall of *36. 


PRESSMAN • 

Underground organized ■ by the. late HAROLD WARE; PRESSMAN 
was in his group - (1932-37?) PRESSMAN then in the 
A .A .A. — 

NATHAN iriTT - Secretary of the NLRB - head of the 
. underground group.after HAROLD WARE r- 

JOHN ABT - followed ISITT in that group - 
. . Tax Div'n'- Dep*t of Justice & now 

in CIO (M. WARE*.s widow ^ JESSICA. SMITH 
Ed. Soviet Russia), 

Mr. AB.T - Sister; MARION BAGHARACH - Secretary 
- Communist from-Minnesota. 

(JESSICA .SMITH? With Ranters in 1926- - 
, friend.of LOUIS FISCHER) 

Meeting place? JOHN ABT's house 15th St. 

CHARLES KRIVITSKY aliag CHARLES KRAMER - (C.I.O.) 
worked. in. La • F.ollette. Committee - . ; 

Physicist.. . 

VINCENT RENO - Not/ at Aberdeen Proving Grounds •>- 
Formerly GF Computer - Math. Assist, to G61. ZORNIG 
organizer mder(Aerial bomb sight Detectors) 
alias *LANCE CLARK. * . • . 

PHILIP RENO -■ in Social Security (??).- 

was head , of Underground Trade Union Group 
Political leader 

ELINOR NELSON , treasurer of Fed. Snployees* Union ^ 

(Fed. Workers' Union,. C.I.O. - headed by 
JAKE BAKER) . 
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RENO connected with Baltimore Party 

organizer.- BEMJAMIN (BUNDEY) FRIEDlttN 
alias EIEUD - then California - then Russia 
- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of Above-Ground Party - Underground connections - 


Sta te 

Post - Editorship, Foreign Servic.e Journal 
was in Alexandria Unit of GP - in 
•Underground Appajratus’ - 
DUGGAN - LAURENCE - (Member .CP ??)’ 

? . ■ • 

(WADLEIGH) TiADLET - Trade Agreement Section 
LOVELL - ” '* '• 

Communist Shop Group 

ELINOR NELSON - UURENCE DUGGAN - ■ JULIEN WADLEICH - 
West European Div^n - FIELD - still in 

(LEVINE says he is out went into I.E.O, 

Then in Committee for Repatriation 
His leader was HEDDA GQMPERTZ 

LAUfflILIN CURRIEt Yifas a .‘Fellow Traveler' - 

helped various Communists never went the 
whole way. - . 


3 »E .C . — 

PHILIP RENO - used to be 

Treasury , » . • 

SCHLOMER ADLER (S.OL ADLER?) 

Counsel's Office 

Sends weekly reports to C.P. (Gen.' Counsel’s Office) 
FRANK COE - Now teacher at McGill. 

There are two s brother - -One of them 
in CP’s ‘Foreign Byireau' -. BOB COE 
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Known, from PETERS - formerly in Bela Kvin 

Govt. Agricultural' Commissariat - called GandoszC?) 
Then to. Russia - then here,, in Business Office of 
Communist paper |Uj Elori* - then, after 1929 - 
head of CP .'.Underground, lived in Hamilton'Apt ts. 
Wbodside, L. I. - under alias 'SILVER’ ' 

• lectured in Communist camps - 
Friend;' 'BLAKE* of.'Freiheit' - Real name - 
WEINER - American; Polish Jew. - 

PETERS was responsible for Washington Sector 
Yfent- to Moscow -' where is he now? - 
Wife - a' Comintern covirier. - • 

• West Coast - Head; 'The Old Man' - VOLKOV is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier. He knows the West Coast' 
underground - Residence; S.an Francisco 
or Oakland - 


' ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Politburo - 

member of the Exec.. Committee 
Head of GPU in U.S. 

Works with PETERS 

Plans for two Super-battleships - 
secured in 1937 r-' who gave - . . 

KARP - bro'ther-in-iaw of MOLOTOV - working 
with SCOTT FERRIS, got this released - 


Now;■ 


Naval Architect working on it, why?? 

. FIELD was original coiitact 

He introduced DUGGAN to GOI^ERTZ (HEDDA) 
'DUGGAN'S relationship 'vras casual -; 

• . Shall excuse? - Where is HEDDA 
GOMPERTZ? • ; 


DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have 
been both.members of party. - 
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DONALD HISS 


(Philippine Adviser) 

.Member of C.P. with PRESSMAN & WITT - 
Labor Dep’t. - Asst, to PRANCES PERKINS. - , 
Party wanted him there - to .send him 
■ as arbitrator in BRIDGES 'trial -■ 

Brought along by brotheh - • 


ALGER hiss' 

Ass't to SAYRE - CP - 1937 
Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
Baltimore boys - 

Wife r PRISCILU HISS- Socialist - ■ 
Early days of .New,Deal 


Note - When LOT HENDERSON interviewed Mrs. RUBENS his report immediately 
went back, to Moscow. V/ho sent it? - Such came from-Washingtono” 

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS , was interviewed on May 10, 1945, by 
agents of the New Tdrk Office in -his offices in' the Time and Life Building, 
Rockefeller .Center, New York City. During the course of this .interview, 
CHAMBERS stated that after a term .of .service as Editor of the '‘New Masses'* 
he was brought in contact with a man'whom he 'Imew simpljr as ARTHUR. ARTHUR 
introduced CHAMBERS to a man 'whom he recognized as' a former Treasurer of 
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had .also published numerous articles on 
Commuriism under the name of J.* .PETERS. 'ARTHUR intr.oduced this man as PETER. 

The latter 'told CHAMBERS that CHAMBERS would act as' a courier between himself 
and ARTHUR until further notice.'. During the course of this interview,' 

CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning 
the operations of the Soviet intelligenc.e service with.which he believed 
ARTHUR to be associated* In. approximately 1935 his courier activities be'fcween 
ARTHUR and PETER'-.ceased. . At that time-he was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD 'WARE in 'Washing'ton,' D. .C.,- and .was tpld that he .would act, as a connect¬ 
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washington and PETER in New" York City, 
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' In approximately 1935. Ue was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C. and was told he would be the connecting link 
between VfARE and PETER in New York Gity, and that in addition, to these activities 
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks“and 
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS ex¬ 
plained that WARE was the. leader of a group of men composed of. government 
employees in high salaried positions who were Communist members, but vfhose 
activities with' the Party as such had ceased when they were' transferred to the 
Underground of the Conimunist Party. He stated further 'that there were several 
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten 
individuals who did not know of the existence or members of any of the other 
units but who maintained liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him¬ 
self, was the liaison between the. particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and 
PETER, and that he did not know of any of .the operations of the other liaison 
men between PETER and underground units in Washington, 'D. C. He stated that 
the organization headed by WARE was composed of approximately eight Individuals, 
and'that almost everyone .of these, was himself a leader of another underground unit 
operating in Yfashington and consisting of six to eight members.' 

* 

CHAMBERS stated he identified the follov/ing individuals as 
'having been mmbers of the particular Underground unit in which he was interested? 

• • JOHN ABT 
LEON PRESSMAN 
HENRY COLLINS 
NATHAN PERLOW. 

■ • .He stafed there were two other unidentified individuals, 
one of whom had the last name of POST. ' • • 

. According to GHAMB'ERS, this group had as its meeting place 
the violin studio belonging to HELEN Y^ARE, the sister of HAROLD 'WARE, which was 
located above a florist shop on.’Connecticut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also 
met in the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the 
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, Restated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT‘s 
house on 15th Streetj the apartment of HMRY COLLINS on St. Matthews Court over 
a garage, which was the' principal meeting place of the group, and that one night 
they met at the home of KRAMER.- 
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CHARLES KRAMER 
ALGER HISS 
DONALD HISS 
NATHAN WITT, 





In connection with ALGER HISS^ CHAMBERS recalled that while 
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several 
occasions with HAROLD WARE'S group, and that he had usually attended when the 
group meetings were held at HEMY COLLINS' house. He added that when HISS 
went into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated 
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet 
socially with a- lot of them and Tvas particularly close to JOHN ABT's sister, 
MARION BACHRACHo . - * 

When CHAMBERS was asked whether of not he believed that 
HISS might teve broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe 
he may have dropped out, and as a reason for this belief explained that after 
he had broken with the Party he had luade a special trip to HISS’ home in 
Georgetown,. Washington,- D. C., with the purpose of talking.HISS into breaking 
away from the -Party. CHAMBERS explained that when he arrived PRISCILLA HKS 
was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go 
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone 
obviously, to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned « 
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGER HISS. 

IHIhen HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and 
then CHAMBERS talked with. HISS all- night long in .an effort to' persuade H3SS 
to leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face 
HISS had refused to break with the Communists and had-.given as a reason for 
not breaking his loyalty to his. friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his 
reason in going to- HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist 
Party was ^ that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him 
an intelligent and decent yoting man whose Better jud^ent should have led him 
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion 
one of the strongest reasons -for HISS' inaintaining contact with the Communist 
Party ..was the fanatical loyalty-to the Communist Party on the part of HISS* 
wife. 

.In November 1945, T-8, a confessed Soviet espionage agent 
and courier, furnished considerable information concerning the operations of a 
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant-alleged 
that HAROLD GLASSER, an CTployee of the-U.*’ S. Treasury Department, had been 
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a member of the ring, and-stated that GiftSSER had been -working in Europe for 
the Treasury Department and had dropped-put pf the so-called PERLO group in 
Washington, D. C., which group the informant had named as one phase of the 
espionage conspiracy. ' The informant s-bated that VICTOR FERLO, alleged head of 
this group, had--bold her that GIiASSER had asked him if he, GLASSER, would be 
•able to re-burn to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left 
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or -bwo others had been 
taken some time before by an American in- a go-vernment agency in Washington, 

D, C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant 
that he did not know the identi-ty'of this American, and that CHARLES KRAMER, 
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was 
the only person -stip had possession of this information. While talking with 
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, -bhe informant brought this matter up 
and KRAMER stated that the person who had -originally taken GLASSER anvay from 
the PERLO group -ms named HISS and that he was employed by the U. S. State 
Department-. • , 

' \ 

The informant-stated tha-b ”JACK'^, a Russian con-bact, advised 
of the. information rela.ti-7“e to'GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant 
obtained an article concerning the S-bate Department from the newspaper '*PM’* 
in -which HISS was mentioned. At that time I’JACK'* s-bated-to the informant that 
he had learned the id entity,.of HISS. 

The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY 
SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the 
informant that VICTOR PERLO "was upsetting existing arrangements among the 
members of his group in Washington and asked if the informant cpirld do some¬ 
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told ••BILL”, a Russian con-bact, 
about the SILVERMASTER complaint' and he stated that .he knew a person iiamed 
’’GENE*', who could “lay down the law to those boys and straighten them out”. 

The informant s-bated that.it Tjas his impression he -was referring to HISS who 
had been mentioned in the “PM” article and who Tjas stated to be an advisor to 
DEAN ACHESON in- the State Department. ' 

. As a result of the allegations of T-8, an investigation was 
instituted.by this office, late in November 1945, in the course of which the 
following information -was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this 
information was furnished by T-9, a s.ource close to ALGER HISS and Ms -wife. 
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PRISCILLA, HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern¬ 
ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is considered to be completely reliable 
by this office. 

It was determined that HISS, with- his wife and one child 
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.j that he was employed at the Department of 
State in the Office of Special Political Affairs. 

Physical surveillances condxxcted from November 26 to 30, 
1945, reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the 
State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this 
period. 

On the evening of November 27, 1945, an unidentified man 
was observed leaving the HISS heme. He proceeded to 1320 - 31s% Street, N. Y/. 
He was subsequently identified as JAMBS DONNELL TILGHMAN of that address. 

T-9 advised that TILGHMAJI, who. by that time was a resident , of Baltimore, •was a 
visitor at the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was detemined thereafter . 
to have .been, in, fairly frequent contact-with ALGER HISS. Investigation re¬ 
flected that TILGHMAN 'was .a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the 
Federal government with the Federal Writers* Project, the A.A.A, and finally 
the Department of State. • • 

On the evening of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently 
identified as HAROLD W. STEIN and LORIN S. STEIN, visited the HISS home. 
According to T-9, the HISSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period¬ 
ically in 1946. Investigation reflected that STEIN had been born in New York 
City and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before 
joining the Government service in 1934 with the F.S.R.C, li'om December 1935 
■to. May 1939 he •was with the Works Projects. Admiinis'bration with a brief period 
in. 1938 as Trial Examiner with the National labor Relations Board. !From 1939 
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of. the Hearings Branch of the Wage and 
Hoxu? Division of the Department of labor. In November 1941 he joined the 
War Production Board in the Office for Emergency Management-. 

An investigation of STEIN was conducted at that time and 
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in "the govern- 
ment service described STEIN as "pinkish”, “definitely leftist and otherwise 
Communistically inclined**, ' 
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One RALPH DeSOLO of Brooklyn, Nev^ York, a former member 
of the Communist Party, and one EDWIN BANTA of New York, also a former 
number of the Conmunist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdown 
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York City, 

The indices of the House.Committee on Un-American Activities list STEIN 
as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs, 

STEIN as. a member of the Washington Bookshop Association, Both of these 
organizations were cited by the Attorney General of the United States as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835, 

'“Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS' 
associates at the Department of State were 3SAAC N, P. STOKES, IIj 
GORDON B. STRONG and ELWOOD N. THaiPSON, T-9 reported that THOMPSON and 
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship 
appeared to carry over into the social field, . The files of this office 
contained no information concerning'these individuals. 

On December 1, 1945, HISS and his family visited his 
brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 Q Street, N, W,, Washington, D, G, On December 
2, 1945, the HISS family drove to Baltimore and visited HISS' mother, Mrs, 
CHARLES A. HISS-and his sisters, LUCY and MARY C, HISS, That evening ISr, 
and 3^s, HISS visited the home of LEONARD OUTHvYAITE, 1708 - 21st Street, 

N, ¥,, Washington, D, C,, and the home of his brother, .DONALD HISS at 3030 
Q Street, N, W, Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HISS on 
the evening of December 4, 1945. OUTHWAITE was' identified as a former 
employee of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning 
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a 
Lecturer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology, 

^ . On the morning of December. 4, 1945, 3 couple subsequently 

identified as-Mr. and Mrs,. BHY T. MOORE, of 3101 P Street, N. W,, Washington, 
D, C,, were observed being driven dovmtpwn by Mr. and Mrs, HISS in the HISS 
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November 
1945» BEN MOORE visited the HISS home for dinner on September 21, 1946, 
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with 
each other, . Investigation reflected -that MOORE had been born New Jersey 
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served' as a 
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935. 

From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production 
and Management and the War ■‘Production Board. He entered military duty in the 
Summer of 1943. His wife was anployed by the War Department in 1944, accord¬ 
ing to a credit report. 

On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr, and Ifrs. HISS visited 
the Metropolitan Club and lat-er-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COY 
, GREM, 10 Quincy .Street, Chevy Chase,'Maryland. ICr. CEEEN was identified as an 
employee of the Department of State. 

On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr. and lirs. HISSv/ere 
the guests of LATSfRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSON SMITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. W., 
Washington, D. Ci SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had 
previbusly been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency 
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission, 
the National Recovery A dm i nis tration and the Reconstruction Finance Oorporation 
since 1933. Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Vfashington Committee 
-for Democratic Action,' mentioned hereinbefore. 

At approximately this time, T~10, a completely reliable 
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, 
advised that PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London 
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This infomant also reported that both Mr. and 
•Mrs. ALGER-HISS had been spending a lot of time on the problem of Atomic Energy 
which ■was related to his work on the United Nations. HISS ■was reported to be 
working actively on this and Mrs, HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings 
on the subject. Together they had been attempting to read and understand the 
SMYTH Report, On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading 
HENRY D, SMYTH'S book “Atomic Energy for Military Purposes”. 

On DecQEber 18, 1945, 1?-9 learned that PRISCILLA HISS had 
been in' contact with an .individual kno'wn to the informant only as LOLA, 

On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Toto Hall program of January 17, 1946, 
the topic of which was “What Does the Returning G.I. Expect at Home?” During 
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the andience as the Jxinior Chamber of 
Conanerce and stated they had nevertheless given terrific applause to the very 
progressive remarks of BILL MAULDIN, the Cartoonist and another individual. 
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The individxjal knovm as LOLA stated she had liked the stat^ent in vjhich the 
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American 
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after 
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage 
earnerso Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there 
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow. 
This individual was subsequently identified-as Mrs. ROBERT 'iTMAlT HORTON, also 
knovjn as LOLA G. HORTON. She was a member of the Vfashington Committee for 
Democratic Action. 


Confidential Informants reported that she -was generally 
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of 
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in 
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia,, was a member of the League 
of vYomen Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a 
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women.i^hoppers. Her 
husband, ROBERT WIMAN HORTON, entered the government service as Director 
of Information in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941. 
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• On December 22, 19453, HISS advised t-9 that he was going to 
Baltimore ‘bha*b afternoon to yisit hie mothero 


On December. 25, 1945? this informant learned that ALGER HISS 
had notified his brother, DONALD, .that he was leaving for London in a few 
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be tield in London# ^ 

This informant also reported that during the last half of 
December, HlSS was engaged primarily in arrangements for tMs conference# 
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on 
December 19, 1945 <» ■ ’ 

He departed for New lork'City on December 29, 1945, and 
sailed, from New York City for England aboard the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on 
December 31, 1945# 

, HISS was absent from the United States from December 31, 
1945 until February 20 , 1946 , on which- date T-9 reported that he had re¬ 
turned to his home in Washington, D# C#, having flown back from England# 


On December 30, 1945, T-9 reported that Mrs# HISS appeared 
to be, friendly with one DOROTPA BLAISDELL# Her .name was reported tp. 
appear bn the member ship. list, of the Vfashington Committee for Aid to 
China, which informants of, this'office have reported as having been or¬ 
ganized as a Communist front group# Her husband, DONALD CHRISTY BLAIS- 
DEIiL, was reported to have been in contact with. Mrs# PSS during June 
19460 ■ • . ■ ■ ■ - , 

• Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that, he had been con¬ 
nected with the, Carnegie Endowment for .International. Peace in 1935 and 
had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of 
States His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the VJashing- 
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com¬ 
mittee bn Un-American Activities# BLAISDELL desaied membership in this 
organization in a signed statement furnished in Mardi 1942o 

■ On Februaiy' 4 , I 946 , T-9 reported that. Mrs# HISS was en¬ 
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed 
at raising $1200.#00# This informant, stated that at this time a woman 
was in contact wi.th Mrs.# HISS. and advised that she had heard from W.TIDER 
and that he was ■•e3cpected home-.sometime between the 12th and the 20th of 
December.o This informant subsequently ascertained that WiLEEK'and MARCIA 
.FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family and.that there 
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appeared to be considerable association between the two families» The 
informant learned further that FOOT had apparently been at the UN Con¬ 
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a 
home in Larchmontj New York in the spring of 1946* 

On February 6? 1946> MrSo HISS was requested by one ALICE 
STRONG to assist in raising money for the National Conference of Chris¬ 
tians and Jewso Mrs* HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls 
and take any other action desired iu assisting this projecto 

The informant learned on February 9# 1946, that HISS’s 
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of 
Mro COHEN (possibly BEN CQHEN() and Mro VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR Ho 
VAITOENBERG), , 

Mrso HISS advis’ed T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and 
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference 
and added that he v/as to make a Speaking trip to Boston sometime during 
Marcho It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom¬ 
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele¬ 
gation. there became Icnowno 

On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in¬ 
dividual laiovfn to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrso HISS 
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get in touch 
with her and her husband® (It is believed that this individual may 
have been HENRY fCELL COLLINS, Jr®, .whom other sources had reported as 
recently returned from overseas®) 

On-February 28,, 1946, this informant learned that HISS 
would speak on the radio on March 2, 1946, on the Foreign Folicy Asso¬ 
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on 
March'10, 1946® 

On March 13, 1946, .Mrs® HISS told the informant that her 
husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day 
and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later 
that month in New York City® On the following .day Mrs® HISS advised 
this source that HISS was to be in Bostpn, Massachusetts from March 18 
to 20, 1946 , but did not reveal the purpose of this trip® 
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On March 20j 1946^ Mrs. HISS told the informant that AI/jB!R 
HISS had left for Boston March 17 j 1946? and would probably go to New 
York on March 24? 1946© On the same day the informant learned that Mrso 
HISS was going to lunch with Mrso TRYGVE LIE, wife of the Secretary Gen^ 
eral of ihe UN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs* LIE 
to meet Mrso GONNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM GONNALLY of 
Texas)o ' 


MrSo HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS 
was going to New York and would be gone about a weeko However, the in¬ 
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25, 1946, 
since the informant was personally in touch with him at that time.. HISS 
apparently returned to New York again since Mrso HISS advised the in¬ 
formant on March 29, 1946, that her husband was at the Hotel* Pennsyl¬ 
vania at New York Cityo. Later on that date the informant learned at 
the .Department of State that HISS would arrive iii Washington the fol- 
loT?ri.ng morning March 30, 1946o HISS contacted the informant on the 
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and 
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York 
City. 

The informant was perso3aally in contact 'ivith HISS during,' 
April 1946 , only on the l6th and 19th of that month. Mrs. HISS indi¬ 
cated to the ii^ormaiit that her husband was going to New York City a 
great deal, apparently in connection with UN business. 

■ This informant reported that on April 5, 1946, an uniden¬ 
tified woman contacted Mrs. HISS and requested that she join the mass 
parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA. Mrs. 
HISS indicated that she was unable to get away from the house as she had 
no one to stay with her son., 

' On April 12, 1946, Mrs. HISS arranged for some' one to sit 

with her son on April I 4 , 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at 
the Pan American on April 15 before noon. The informant was not aware 
of the nature of Mrs. HISS*s business at the Pan American Union on that 
date. 

Mrs. HESS told the informant on April 16, 1946, that she 
and her son, TONY, would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly 
the whole summer. The informant also learned that the HISS family ex¬ 
pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual named DORIS who 
was not otherwise identified.. 
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The informant also learned on April 19? 1946? that ALGER 
HISS had had a speald.ng engagement in Baltimore earlier that weeko At 
this time HISS advised the informant that he yias at that time Director 
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Department of State* 

The informant learned from Mrs* HISS on April 22? 1946, 
that AKJER HISS vfas going to take a vacation in July and that arrange¬ 
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS SHiVELL* 


The informant learned on April 26, 1946? that ALGER and 
PRISCILLA HISS had been invited to attend a large dinner party at the 
home of HAROLD and LORIN STEIN in Chevy Chase.that evening* 

HISS was ill during the latter part of I.iay 1946 and re- 
mained at home from his office* T-9 was present on May 23? 1946? during 
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACK ROSS? another employee of the 
State Department? at which ‘time they discussed State Department affairs* 
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk with "DON" and JACK TH0M.PS0N 
about getting a certain atomic energy man* The informant stated that 
the conversation v/as largely concerned irith plans for a coordinating 
center regarding atomic energy* HISS at this time indicated that there 
were some- papers on his desk at the office relating to the atomic energy 
matter as well as a draft of a speech for BARUCH* 

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this 
matter again on May 24? 1946? vdth specific reference to personnel* 

They referred to one SOKOLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy 
business* They indicated that from the history of treatment by the 
Military 3ta.ff Committee? they were- uncertain as to just hov/ much the 
Atomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do* 


In the further course of d3.scussion? HISS stated that he 
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural 
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the 
substance* He stated he felt it v/as necessary to get somebody who 
knevT something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of 
the general disarmament picture* 


On May 26? 1946? a person known to the informant only 
as PORTER contacted HISS? advising that he thought HESS should check 
up on a story by SCOTTY RASSMUS3EN in the Nev* York Times for May 26? 
19460 PORTER advised that representatives of various nev/s services 
and nevfspapers had been chasing him about the story* HISS stated 
that ^he"? apparently referring to RASSMSSEN could not hava-vbeen 


'■•“ 28 — 


Kisseloff-12040 









V/FO - 74“94 




righter had he been inside the department-, But HISS did not see that 
that meant that “we'*, apparently referring to the State Department, 
could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not 
Icnow where "ixe" got ito 

BEN MOORE who has been previously identified in this re¬ 
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May SB, 1946, 
according to this sourceo 

On June 1, 1946? the informant learned that HISS was 
still ill but expected to return to- his duties in the State Department 
on June 3o HISS planned to take off the entire month of July, however, 
on June 3? the in??ormaat advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors 
Hospital for three days to take penicillin treatmento 

DOROTHEA BIAISDEU. contacted HISS on Jime 7 and told liim 
that her husband, DON BLAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had 
been going over the Chicago Roundtable Discussion programc. 

On the follordng day, HISS and an individual believed by 
the informant to be JACK ROSS of the State Department, were in discus¬ 
sion and ROSS told HISS that HERSCHEL JOHNSON was coming to the State 
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on 
the Spanish questioiio The informant gathered that there was a vrlde 
division of opinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHEN, and DEAN ACHE30N and 
that ROSS indicated that, JOMSON was a Loyalists 

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10, 
19460 The informant learned that on June 15, 1946, HISS and DEAN 
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the HN 
on wliich HISS was working o 

PRISCILLA HISS told the informant on June IS that the 
HISS family was leaving on June 2S, 1946, for an all-summer vacationo 
The informant vras present on June 24, 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked 
HISS if the latter ^Yas having a meeting with DEAN AGH2S0N and if so, 
JOHNSON wanted to have ALGER mention confidentially to ACHESON but 
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedure and also the 
present policy bn the veto in the Atomic Commissiono HISS replied 
that he v/ould take this up with ACHESON and informed JOHNSON that 
he would immediately give him ACHESON^s views on these points<' JOHN¬ 
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow out 
exactly what ACHESON wanted 0 
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On the same date PRISCILLA HISS told the informant that 
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29j 1946 at the home - 
of their friends the FOOTES at Scarsdalcj New Yofkj and that PRISCILLA , 
HISS Yfas contemplating a teacher’s job at Potomac School on her return 
in the fallo ^ ■> 

The informant learned on June 27}, 1946 s from PRISCILLA 
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the follovdng day for KELLOGG SMITH’S 
hotel in Chestsrtownj, Maryland^ and that they planned on leaving for Ver¬ 
mont on July Ig 19460 

HISS and his family were absent from lashington, Do Co 
from June 28.0 1946 until July 31# 1946 o 

On August 7# 1946 # the informant reported that Mrso HISS 
had been contacted by Mrs, HELEN PROVINSE of 315 Spring Streetg Chevy 
Chase, who had inquired if MrSo HISS belonged to the League of ^fomen 
Voters o MrSo HISS stated that she did not but that she always had been ■ 
a well-wishero Mrso PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman 
of the minority group that fall and that she Y/anted MrSo HISS to work 
on this committee this yearo MrSo HISS agreed to do this if she had time 
but replied that she had a part-time job at the Potomac School Yfhere her 
'son, TONI, would be enrolledo Mrs# PROVINSE mentioned that she was par- 
ticu3.arly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about 
eight peopleo 


T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled 
TONI HISS ai;. the Marjorie Webster Junior College at l 6 th Street and 
Columbia Road, No V/o 

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din¬ 
ner on August 12, 1946 , by PRISCILLA HISS„ Mro and Mrs, BEN'T, MOORE 
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August I 4 , 1946 0 

This informant advised that on August 15, 1946, ALGER 
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr, ADLAI STEVENSON (it is believed 
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of 
the State of Illinois), 

On August 17, 1946 , an individual believed to have been 
HEimi HELL COLLINS, Jr,, invited the HISS family to the COLLINS* home ’ 
for the following day. In this connection attention is directed to in¬ 
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged 
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participation of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jro in a Commmiist underground group 
as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAIffiERSo It is noted further that investigation 
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant 
relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in 
Washington, Do reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH Bo 
GREGG and of BEIA and SONIA GOLD who were described by T-8 as members' of 
this Soviet espionage ringo 


Confidential Informant T~9 was present on August 24s 194651 
during a discussion between HERSCHEL JOHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time 
they discussed a- Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that 'it looked favor¬ 
able o According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former 
thought the Russians were more realistic than they’are credited ^'dth be¬ 
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain¬ 
ing their own political endSo JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece 
and thought the Greeks had undergone cruel injustices 0 HISS agreedo 

The HISS family vfas absent from their home August 28 to 
30 , 1946 , according to this sourcso 


No pertinent information -was developed in this case until 
S-epteraber 24® 1946, at which time T-9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis¬ 
cussion with an individual knovm to the informant only as "BESS", mentioned 
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at 'the co¬ 
operative school© The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives 
the school bus on Virhich her children traveled v;as a Fascist and a few 
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children 
had survived him and she considered that the children were above hime© 

Mrs© HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to 
vfhich BESS replied that she did not know if he v/as a Sy/iss or not, but 
that she had tallced to him a little bit and did not like his attitude 
toward any minor races© • 


HAROLD STEIN was in contact with AI/}ER HISS on August 
4, 1946 , according to the informant, concei'ning some matter having to do 
with the UN meetings in New York City© 

On the following day the informant learned that the 
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEJI MOORE and his wife sometime 
over the fo3.1owing week-end© This informant stated that on October 11, 
1946 , MAIRI F0REI\IAN, the '^Tife of Dr© CLARK FORSIAN, who at that time v^as a 
leading figure in the Southern,Conference for Human welfare, discussed 
arrangements 7d.th PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art class in 
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which one of the student? was a negro girlj whose father was a dentist in 
Puerto RicOj adding that, she had met the girl*s family through the Sou¬ 
thern Conferenceo She also mentioned that she and her husband were Tdth 
the negroes the night that they were refused admittance to lasner Audi¬ 
torium;, adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard Uni¬ 
versity and had planned on seeing the balleto She stated that there 
were a hundred of .them and that they were turned awayj, but that most of 
them had expected it but had attempted it to see if they would be ad¬ 
mitted <. She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this 
matter o '' 


On October 17j, 1946y ALGER HISS accepted an invitation 
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of 
the United Nations. Association in Baltimorey Ma3?yland on the evening of 
October 25 c, 1946o 

Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the . 
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nationso T-9 reported 
that on November 9y 1946y ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have 
been FRANCIS Bo SAIRE, at that time diplomatic advisor to UHRRA, discussed 
UN matters. generally as well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a ^ob on 
the Trusteeship Councilo They also discussed technical difficulties 
facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreementso 

This informant was also present on November 16, 1946, 
during a discussion by DURWAKD Bo SANDIFER of the State Department and- 
ALGER HISSo SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In¬ 
ternational Organization Affairs in the Office of Special Political 
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments 
of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to worko The trouble seemed 
to center' around JOE PANUCH who may be in the Security Inves'tigations 
Departmento SANDIFER then cited the names of two indi'viduals whom he 
would not be able to obtain, but the infojjmant was uncertain as to 
their names© SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that 
PANUCH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy- attitude© 


- .One of the indi'viduals v/hom SANDIFER had tried to get 

into the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the 
latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER®s unit© HISS agreed 
that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS 
that he might find it interesting to talk to another unidentified in¬ 
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH© 
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In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in 
the spi'ing of 1946j T-11 ad'^sed that there was an enormous espionage 
ring operating in Wasliington, Do Co which had as its ultimate objective 
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energy, its'spe^ 
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspects thereof in 
peacetime 0 Its purpose was to make such information available to the 
Soviet Uniono ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-U as involved 
in furnisliing the Soviet Union vdth available information regarding 
atomic energyo This informant added that ALGM HISS was one of those 
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings o 

T~9 learned on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had 
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago, 
Illinois the previous week,, On the same date, this infox’mant was also 
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON, HISS*s Special 
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of 
vfhich they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council 
of UN concerning technical-niilitary missionso The informant stated that 
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home ’'all these secret and 
sundry papers" because "we" might need themo 

, . On December 9, 1946,.T-9 learned that ALGER HESS had 

been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peacso 
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added 
that HISS succeeded Dfo NICHOLAS MURRAY ■ BUTLER of Columbia University 
who had resigned in December 1945« JOHN FOSTER DUIiES was described as 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment» The article 
stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provd.de for a 
Chairman of the Board and a full-time President who would be the exe¬ 
cutive officer^ HISS was expected to .take over his new duties as soon 
as possible after January 1, 1947, following his resignation from 
government serviceo 

On December 25, 1946? Mro and MrSo HISS visited the 
home ,Df BENJAMIN To MOORE, according to T-9 and' on December 31? 1946? 
according to this source, they were to be. the guests of CHARLES Ao 
HORSICI, an attorney in Yiashington, Do C, 

This informant also reported that on December 25? 1946? 
PRISCILLA HESS' and one A.NN TAYLOR discussed a series of meetings which 
were to be held during February and March 1947 at .vhich prominent in- 
dividua3.s were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union rdth 
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respect to the political and economic phases of that countiy<, Mrso HISS 
indicated that she vdshed she could be more enthusiastic about this matter 
but thought that it -sras a stale ideao She indicated that she would talk 
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings o 

V 

On Decembex' 30g 1946^ Special Agents GOURTLAI-D Jo JOIIES 
and WLUZm. Ro CORNELISON observed ROBERT To IJILLERj III? enter Room I 64 
at the State Department at 3 £34 Po M® This room was the office of ALGER 
HTSSo MILLER was observed leaving at 4^03 

ROBERT To MILLER, III, has been described by T~8 as a 
member of the Soviet espionage ripg in Washington, Do Co for which he 
acted as couriero 


It is noted that T“-i3 who is considered to be completely 
reliable, advised that ROBERT To MILLER tlianlced ALGER HISS on March 7, ■ 
1947 , for having placed MILLER, in contact with one DMITOTT (phonetic) ■ 
i-U Nevr York City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS* nameo From the 
e.nsuing conversation, this informant gathered that MILLER was to see 
DENNETT about a job with a new organisation v/hich HISS described as 
having, to do with the distilbutidn of documentary and informational 
material on the United Nations and. on the United States foreign policy 
in generalo 

On January 8, 1947, Confidential Informant T«9 re¬ 
ported that ALGER HISS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed effox'ts to make 
contacts in oi*der to get Jobs for an unidentified individual known only 
as AL who v/as interested in the position of General Counsel for the 
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as Secretary to the Far 
Eastern Commission? 

The informant learned on January 18, 1947, that HESS 
would have temporary offices at 522 Fifth- Avenue, New York City, after 
February 1, 1947o KISS vfas expected to stay temporarily with one flANK 
INGRAM until he- found a permanent place to live in New York* INGRAM was 
described as one of BARUCH®s boySo 

On Januax’y 25, 1947, this informant stated that HESS 
was very much interested in the appointment of JACK PEURIFOY in the 
Department of State and HESS in this connection verified that PANUCH 
I'esigned the day of PEURIFOY* s acceptanceo 
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On’January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS, had 
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his 
office ^vith the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Placej No Wo, Washington 
Do Co HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech a^fc Baltimore 
and was then going on to Des Moines, loirao 

On January 31j T"’9 reported that PIENRY Ho COLLINS, Jro, 
had attempted to contact Mro and MrSo HISSo Neither had been ino 

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In¬ 
formant T~12 who is considered to be reliable, advised on February 2, 1947, 
that PRISCILLA.-KISS had visited HENRY IL COLLINS, Ji-o, at his residencso , 

ALGER HISS resigned from the’ Department of State on Janu¬ 
ary 15, 1947o After February 1, 1947, he was not regularly in Washington, 
Do Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab¬ 
sences from Tiashington, Do Co ’ . ’ ■ , ' 

T-9 learned from Mrso ILESS pn February 1, 1947, that HISS® 
New York’o.ffice v^as in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going tO' 
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947o This informant sub¬ 
sequently learned that in the first half of Februarj'’ HISS spent some time 
in. the homes of HATHAWAY WATSON and POLLY ^HACKLETON in New York Cityo 

PRISCILLA. HISS told T~9 on March 8, 1947, that she and ♦ 
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York City the follow¬ 
ing Tfeeko 

On March 9, 1947,- HENRY HILL COLLINS., Jro, was observed 
entering the HISS residence carrying a brown leather briefcase, 

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he 
and his family had. been in New York City and had also visited Chappaqua, 
New iovko T-9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr,, 
at the HISS home in Viashington, D-, C,, on that date and that COLLINS \7as 
still there on the'morning of March 27, 1947o 

T-9 learned on March 28,. 1947, from Mrs, HISS that 
ALGER HISS vras to preside' as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April 
7, 1949, hy the Bryn Mawr College Endoment on the subject, "How Russia 
Does Business" o It was learned that the speakers were to be RAY ELLIS 
of the Raytheon. Manufacturing Company, HAIIS HEYIvlAN, a German refugee and 
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inst-yucbor sX Sampson College in New York and author of a book entxtledj , 
"You Can Do Business with Russia" p and EEINEST Go ROPES of the Department 
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON EARTLEYp head of the Council for Atomic Re- 
searcho It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on 
April 7p 3.947p at the Wardman Park Hotel and that KISS acted as Chair¬ 
man of the meetingo He explained that it was a sdries being held to 
raise money .to increase the salaides of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col¬ 
lege o Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had 
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions 
from the audie.nce and to submit these to the speakers and panel members 
•for answero 


T-9 learned on April 4$. 1947? that the HISS family^vfas 
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in 
September 1947 they virere going to move to Nevf Yorko 

ALGER HISS confirmed the .fact that he and his family were 
going to Vermont in Jvme to T"'9 on May 18 p 1947o 

On May 3ip 1947., this informant was present when WALTER 
LIPPMNNp a well loiown newspaper' columnist'^ and ALGER HISS discussed the 
HOOVER movement toward a separate peace with former European belligerents* 
LIPH'iAl®! commented that such action-yrould be a mortal blow to UN to which 
HISS agreed* LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons- of importance so 
that the proper action might be taken and it was finally agreed that HISo 
might spealc to JARUSS BYRNES and DEAN' ACHESON* HISS agreed to get to work 
on this matter and indicated that he would let LIPHvlANN know of his sue- 

C63S.O 


On June 2, 1947? ALGER HISS was inteivie?/ed by Special 
Agents CHARLES’ CLEVELAND and EDWARD L* GRAJjlPP at his place of employment, 
700 Jackson Place, N* W*, .Washington-, D* C*, between the hours of 2t50 
P. M„ and 5sl5 P* M*. At that time HISS furnished the following informa¬ 
tions 


HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to 
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) he became associated with a small group 
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical 
Association* When HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur¬ 
pose the X-Jublication of discussions on labor law principally* HISS does 
. not recall his official capacity, but does know that he was one of the 
editors of the association’s journal* At the time he became, a member of 
this group, according to his recollection, the following individuals con¬ 
tributed to the publication of the associationj JEROME HELLERSTEIN, 

■ NATHAN WITT', LEE PRESSRIAN and ISADORE' POLIMl, whose vdfe was JUSTII® ?;iSE. 
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HISS advised that he was not coxmeeted in any way vdth the 
organizational setup of the Juridical Association, but his contact was 
mainly that of y/riting editorials o It was pointed out by HISS that the 
group was very loosely knito He stated that to his knowledge this group 
was not connected vfith the Intex'national Labor Defense, the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guildo He fur*” 
ther stated that he was not personally acquainted with EABL BROWDER and 
he had no Icnowledge that the mailing list of the Juridical Association 
vfas used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "Nevr Masses"« 

He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza¬ 
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLERSTEIN and he 
7/ould be the one who would be in possession of the mailing listso He 
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the 
Juri^cal Association were or are members of the Communist Party, hovf- 
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as¬ 
sociation vdth the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHA1\’ WITT were 
Communistso He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a 
Communists He further denied that the International Juridical Associa¬ 
tion, while he vras connected with it, followed the Communist prograffio 
HISS left this organisation when he came to Washington, Ds Co in 1933» 


Volta Place, N<, Wo, Washington 


HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415 


however, he denied that he has 


ever been a member of the ¥/ashington Comnd-ttee for Democratic Actiono 
He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been 
at one time on the mailing list of this orgaidzationo He further deided 
membership and affiliation vdth the Young Communist League» ' He said he 
has never been, nor vms he now a member of the Communist Partyo In addi¬ 
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with 
any members of the Communist Party* 


HISS stated the belief that his vdfe, PRISCILLA, was 
never a member of the V/ashington Committee for Democratic Action, or 
the Communist Party* He did state, however, that she may have attended 
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from 
that Party* He denied that his brother, DONALD HISS, a local attorney, 
had ever worked for HARRY BADGES and to the best of his knowledge 
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES* 
He stated he v/as sure that his brother v/as not and is not now a member 
of the Communist Party* 


In connection with the allegation that WHH'TAm CfiBlBERS 
furnished the State Department in 1939 that ALGER HISS was an assistant 
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could 
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recall oxilj'' two individuals by the name of SAYREc These are FRMCIS Bo 
SA.IRE with v/hom he was asspciated in the State Department and DAN SAIRS 
Tfho was formerly with the CAB and is novf teaching at Princeton UniYer«“ 
sityo HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists o 

HISS stated that he vfas not acquainted mth an individual 
by the name of MilTTAKER CKASIBERSo He said at least he could recall no 
one by that name as being one of his acquaintances o He further stated 
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited 
his home on any occasion* 

He stated that he became acquainted tdth HAROLD Y/ARE 
v/hile hCj, ALGIKj, was working' in the Department of Agriculture* He fur^ 
ther remarked that he was acquainted vfith CHARLIB KRIVISKYp who nov? goes 
by the name of CHARLES KRAiffiR, having met him while both were employed 
at the United States Department of Agriculture* He stated that he has 
not seen KRAKER for quite some time* He remarked that he and LEE PRESSMAN 
have knom each other since his attendance at HaaTard Law School* He and 
PRESSMAN were associated on the Harvard Law Reviewp at which time HISS 
-iTTote an article for the Law Review on the subjecta "Yellow Dog Contracts"* 
He further related that he has Icnown KEtJRY GOILINS since childhood^ they 
having attended boys* summer camps togetherj and he considers COLLINS a 
close personal friend* ALGER' remarked that he is interested in birds and 
that COLLINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of 
ornithology* COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and 
HISS has often advised him of these problems* 

HISS could not recall any person by the name of NATHAN 
EERLOW* He has known ALICE KIENDHAjM since about 1933 or 1934? when she 
vms rxinning a children's school* Her husband's last name was PONELL^ • 
but he could not recall his first name* In connection with the above 
nsimed individuals^ HISS could recall no one with the naine of POST* 
Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGORY SILVERI/IASTER. 

He denied having met at any time with any group at the 
home of HENRY COLLINS j, or any other placej where government information 
was discussed when those present had ho right to the information* Nor 
did HISS, know of any group of individuals which met together for the 
purpose of making government information available^ oral or written, for 
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government* He denied 
having ever met as a group with the above mentioned individuals for the 
purpose of making available government information to an unauthorized 
source* 
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HISS is acquainted ■Ritli JOHK ABT, having first met him at 
the United States Department of Agriculture in an official capacityo He 
has also been acquainted with MARIAN BACHRACK^ who is ABT’s sister^ having 
met her for the first, time at the Department of Agriculture through her • 
husbando 

/ 

HISS has never been known^ to his knowledge^ by the name 
of "GENE” or "EUGENE” o He further knows of no individual by the name of 
GENE or EUGENE HISS having ever been employed' at the State Departmento 

HISS adm3.tted that he met VICTOR PERLO in 1934j, .but he 
could not recall him too wello Since his original contact vath PERLO he 
has had .no further contact with him and does not know of his present where^ 
aboutso He met HAROLD GLASSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an 
official of the Treasury Departmento He denied that he had ever placed 
GLAoSER touch with a representative o.f the Russian Government in order 
that he^ GLASSER^ might furnish government infoi'mation to this unauthor-* 
ised individual® 


KESS repeatedly denied that he had any information that 
any individual in or out of the' Government has ever attempted to or fur~ 
ri-shed any government information to an unauthorized person® 

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HISS 
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25 j 19463 he furnished the follow¬ 
ing background: He stated that shortly after his return from Londonj 
where he represented the United States in United Nations matters 5 , in March 
1946 ® he was called to the office of the then Secretary of State, JAMES 
BIRNESo To the best of his. knowledge BIRNES advised him that certain in¬ 
dividuals on the "Hill" had furnished BYRl'iES ^ith information■ showing that’ 
HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists« HISS can recall only one 
individual on the "Hill" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre¬ 
sentative CQK of Georgia® HISS remarked that he denied to BYRNES that he 
was a member, of the Communist Party or vd.th any group which had Communist 
tendencies® ' BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney 
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter® After dis¬ 
cussion with BYBNSS on this matter, it was agreed between them that HISS 
should appear at the Bureau voluntarily in an e.ffort to clear the allega¬ 
tions which BYRNES had presented to HISS® HISS stated thereupon he did 
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Director lADD on the matter® 
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Foliovrilng the foregoing interview with HISSj a signed 
statement was received from him and is being set out as follows? 

’•Washingtonj D., C„ 

June 2p 1947o 

“ 15 Alger HisSp make the following statement to Charles 
Cleveland and Edward Lo Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises of any kind have 
been made to me to induce me to make this statemento I have been advised 
that I lieed not make this statement and I know that it can be used against 
me in a court of lawo 

"V/hen I first went to New York City to. practice lav/ I be-- 
came associated with the International Juridical Associationo When I be-« 
came associated this association was a small group which publj.shed .a 
pamphlet on labor law mainly © I was one o.f the editors of the Association’s 
journalo The follov/ing men, according to my recollectionj contributed to 
this publication? Jerome Hellerstein^ Nathan Witt, Lee Pressman and Isa" 
dore Polier, whose wife was Justine ?/ise (ph„)o This group vras not con- 
nected with the International Labor Defense, the National Federation for 
Constitutional liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge. To my 
belief Earl Browder did not use the International Juridical Association 
to advertise the "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical 
Association to increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses", I left 
this association when I came to Washington, D- C, I do not believe that 
any of the individuals in the Juridical Association were or are Communists 
but have heard a numbei? of individuals state the belief, since my associ"- 
ation v/ith them, that Lee Pressman and Nathan Witt were Communists, I 
have also heard allegations that Po3i.er was a. Communist, 

"I have never been a member of or associated with the 
Committee for Democratic Action or the Yoimg Communist League, I have 
never been nor am I now a member of the .Communist Party, Neither -am I 
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my 
knowledge, . . 

"I can recall only two individuals by the name of Sayre - 
Francis B, Sayre with vfhom I was associated in the State Department and 
Dan Sayre who was formerly with the C, A, B, and is now teaching at 
Princeton Univei’sity, To my knowledge neither of these individuals were 
Communists,. 
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^ ”%■ brother Donald Kiss, a local lawyer, never vforked for 

Harry Bridges and to my knov/ledge v/as never considered for employment foi' 
or on behalf of Bridges o I am sure my brother was riot and is not now a 
member of the- Communist Party, 

Hot acquainted with an individual -by the name of 
.'hiittaker Chambers, No individual by that name has ever visited my home 
on any occasion so far as I can recall, 

_ became acquainted with Harold v^are while 1 yras in the 

• Department of Agriculture, Also I am acquainted Tdth Charles Krivislqy who 
is noT/ known legally as Charles Kramer, having met him vihile he was em~ 
ployed at the Dept, of Agriculture, Lee Pressman and I have knovm each 
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School, Pressman and I were as¬ 
sociated on the Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note” for the 
law re-^ew on'the subject, as well as I can remember, of "Yellow Dog Con¬ 
tracts", I have ImoY/n Henry Col31ns since childJhood and consider him a 
close personal friend, I cannot recall any person by the name of Nathon 
-i-erlow,^ I loiew Alice Mendham quite well when-she was running a children's 
school in 1933 or 1934® Her husband’s last name was PoweLl, but I can't . 
recall his first name, • I toiow no one by the name of Post, in connection 
wioh the above individuals,-neither do I know Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 

• /'I Have never met Tdth any group at the home of Henry' 

Collins or any other place -where government information was discussed when 
people T/ho had no right to the information were present. Nor do I know of 
any group^ of individuals which met -together rd-bhout authority to make 
government information available, orally or written, for the' use o-^ the 
boViet Government,- ' ' 


fi 2 ?st met John Abt at the Agriculture Depar-tment in 
an official capacity, I have never'attended any meeting of the foregoing 
type where John Abt was present, neither have I visited at Ids apartment, 
I also met Marian Bachrack at the Department of Agriculture through her 
husband, ‘ 


, "I Have never been known to my knowledge by the name of 

Gene" or ^‘Eugene'', I Icnow of no. individual ly the name of "Gene" or 
* jliUgene * IUss having been employed by the State Departmento 

, . . "I with Victor Perlo back in 1934 but I can't recall 

him too well, I have had no further contact vdth him since approxindely 
that time and do not know of his. whereabouts at this time. 
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“I met Harold Glasser in an official capacity as an offi¬ 
cial of the Treasury Departraenfo I have never placed Glasser in touch 
with'a Russian representative in order that he might furnish government 
information to this individualo 


•'The foregoing represents summaries prepared by Messrs« 
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions 
asked orally by them in a call at my office made at their request on June 
Zp 1947o I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my 
knowledge they are true and correct» I was asked by Igents Grampp and 
Cleveland if I’ v/ould give them a signed statement on the information I 
had given them orally« 

ALGER HISS 

Witnesses; ' ' , / 

EDWARD Lo (BAMPP, F. B, I, ‘ - 

CHARLES Go CLETELAJID, Fo Bo lo" 


On the, afternoon of June 2, 19475 Mrso roiSCILLA HESS 
was interyiev^ed at her home, 3210 P Street, No Wn, by Special Agents 
COURTLAND Jo JONES and WILLIAM Ho MARRo The interview began at approxi¬ 
mately 4^35 Po Mo and was concluded at 5:00 Po Mo The. interviev/ was 
initiated by informing Mrs« HISS that it v/as being conducted upon in¬ 
structions from the Attorney General and she was also infoimed that she 
had the'right to refuse to answer any questions and make any statements 
concerning any allegations whi<^. would be brought to her attentiono, 

MrSo HISS was informed that the Bureau had information 
to the effect that her husbandj AIOIR HESS, had, while employed by the 
Federal Government, collected and secured information from the files of 
the-govei-nnient agency and turned this information over to a third party 
who was not authorized to receive same© She v/as also informed that her 
husband was allegedly a. member of a ring which was.' formed for •the purpose 
of securing information from Government files and other sources and.de-. 
livering such information through appropriate channels to the So'viet 
' Union© . . ■ ' . ■ . • . . 

liirs 0 HISS immediately commented that the afcrementioned 
allegation was "absolutely false" and requested that she be furnished' 
more information conceraaing the specific allegation. She-waa ad'vised ' 
that 'this phase of the inteanp-ew would he resumed at a later time and 
that it was. now desired that she answer questions concerning her know- ' 
ledge or acquaintance wi'th various personalities© 












In answer to questions put to her^, she stated that she is 
acquainted with CHMILES KRAf4ERj that she has Imown him for a long timey 
having met.him 't'diile he and her husband, ALGER, y/ere employed by the De“> 
partment of Agriculture, She added, however,, that she has not seen KRAMER 
for a number of years. She stated that she is acquainted with HAROLD 
GLASSER in a social nature, that she has known JOM AKT since the latter 
was employed by the Agri.culture Department,- and has known LEE PRESSfAAM 
since the latter was employed as.Assistant General Counsel for the Depart- 
meat of Agriculture under JEROME FRAIHC, 



• In regard to HENRY COLLINS and his v/ife, SUSAN B, AlWHONY II, 
Mrs„ HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HES’S, that they 
know him vex^ well, bvtt that she is only slightly acquainted with SUSAN B, . 
ANTHONY IIo Mrs, HISS also described NATHAN NITT as another old. employee 
of the Department of Agriculture whom she and her husband had knoTni many 
yearso . ' 

Mrso JESS specifically denied knowing VICTOR EERLO, stat¬ 
ing that she had never heax’d of him. She likev/ise denied being acquainted 
Yifith HAROLD WARE, saj^ng that she had never heard of him, 

Mr.So -ESS was questioned at length concerning WHITTAICER . 
CHAMBERS o She immediately- denied ever hearing of the name and elaborated 
by saying, that she "knows no such person," It was pointed out to her that 
CHALlSMtS was a former member of the Communist Party who announced" his af¬ 
filiation and subsequently entered "the newspaper, .field and that CHAMBEEIS 
■was vfell known. It was also mentioned that CHAMBERS allegedly knew Mr, 
and Mrs, ESS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the, ESS home, 

Mrs, HISS steadfastly denied being acquainted mth him or Icnowing his 
identity,, ’ - 

PRISCILLA ESS was asked if she ware acquainted Tjith an 
. indi"vidual whose surname v/as SAYRE, who is reported to reside in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, She" denied being acquainted with any indi"vidual by-this 
name other than FRANCIS B, SAYRE, formerly with the Department of State, 
and a Professor at Prince.tbn University also named -SAYRE, She was asked 
if she Y/ere acquainted with NATHAN (HIEGOE SILVERI^ASTER and his wife, 

HELEN SILVERIilASTER, and she repHed in the negative, 

Airs, ESS..was questioned concerning whether or not she had 
ever been a .member bf the V/ashington Committee for Democrati.c Action and 
the National League of Women Shoppers, She denied membership in the Wash¬ 
ington Committee for Democratic Action and stated that shehad attended 
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but did not consider 
that she had ever been a member'and did not feel that the organization 
considered her" a member. 
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PRISCILLA HISS v/as asked if she, of her own loiowledge, knew, 
or had reason to believe, that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in¬ 
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor¬ 
ized person'o She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done 
, such a thing and added that she feels this is a "malicious" chargeo It was 
again related to MrSo HISS that the Bureau has reliable information that 
her husband was definitely connected with, and v/as active in, a ring which 
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting infox’mation from 
Government files. Mrs. PUSS immediately branded this allegation as "a 
wild, malicious, impossible thing." 

/ PRISQILLA HISS v/as asked if she is, or ever has been, a, 

member pf the Communist Party and whether or not she has ever attended any 
Communist Party meetings or any Comm>anist Party sponsored meetings. She 
replied emphatically that she is not a member of the Communist Party, never 
has been, and never expects to bej that' she has never attended Communist 
Party meetings and, to her knowledge, has not attended any Commurlist Party 
sponsored meetings. She was then asked? "If you are, or ever have been, 
a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it?" Mrs. HISS registered 
unmistakable antagonism to this question and branded it an unfair (question. 
She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and finally was told that' 
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that 
she. intended to answer the question in the negative. After’ considerably 
more hesitation and finally v/ith obvious reluctance and a display of bad 
grace and hbstility, she replied by saying that .her answer to the ques¬ 
tion would be "yes". She insisted, however, that she definitely considered 
the question of an unfair nature. / 

It- was next pointed out to Mrs. HISS that since the inter¬ 
view had reached, ■this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a 
statement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com¬ 
munism and Communist ideologies. She replied by stating that she had al¬ 
ready informed_ Agents that she is not a Communist, haS never been a Com-- 
munist, and does not -esqject to become a Communist. She continued by saying 
she feels that Communism "is not for us"| that she felt we should not be 
anti—Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international 
cooperationi and that we should not hold prejudices and should work to¬ 
gether through the United Nations. 

Just prior-to the conclusion of the interview, Mrs. HISS 
7/as asked if she had 'any further comments to make concerning the allega¬ 
tions. She replied that in her- opinion the allegations were "just abso¬ 
lutely screwy". She continued by stating that she felt the interview 
might be inspired as part of .an anti«RGOSEVELT prdgram, and that she 
could think of no sensible motive for such "impossible" questions. 
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On June 83 194Vs T-9 learned that the HISS family expected 
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July 
19479 io. Vermont and Hew Hampshire o HISS indicated that he expected to at¬ 
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in Augusto He had also made ten¬ 
tative arrangements to give a ta3Jc at the King^Smith School in Washington, 
Do Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individxxals can pro¬ 
mote better interpretation of international questions and help or influ¬ 
ence foreign policyo 

The HISS family actually left Washington, D„ G„ on June 
18, 1947, and was absent from Viashington, Do Co-through July 1947o 

T—9 was unable to furnish any pertinent information until 
September 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HISS 
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household 
effects to Hew York City during the middle of September 1947o MrSo HISS 
told the informant that they had obtained an apar-bment in New York City 
two blocks north of Yifashington Square just off Fifth Avenue o She indi¬ 
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetowno She 
also indicated to the informant that she expected to.be an Assistant In¬ 
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York Cityo 

This informant learned on September 12, 1947, that 
ISHBELL LEE, the wife of DUNCAN LEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA HISS' 
duties at the Potomac School in Tfashington, Do Co and that MrSo LEE and 
Mrso HISS had discussed this matter togethero 

It is .to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T-^, was 
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, Do Co 
which that source had describedo 

T-9 reported on September 13, 1947, that ALGER HISS and 
his wife left Washington, D„ Co for New York City by automobile on that 
dateo 
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With • reference to the allegations of T-8', HAROLD CHiASSER 
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as follows? 

"I first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit¬ 
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938o I do not 
kno\T ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at 
any time© I amj, however, much better acquainted with his brother, DONALD 
HISS, who for some time at the State Department handled International 
Loans and Affairs, which prompted him to have numerous Contacts wilii mo 
at the Treasuiy Department© As a matter of fact I have never been so=> 
cially acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISS, I do recall meet¬ 
ing ALGER HISS on a streetcar in 1945? and on another occasion I met 
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canal© I last saw 
him at the Wardnian Park Hotel in September, 1946© 

"I would never have been in a position to furnish AIDER 
HISS or DONALD PUSS any official information with regard to Treasury De¬ 
partment international loans inasmuch as al3. of the internatio3aal policy 
actually emanated from the Department of State itself© As a matter of 
fact, DONALD BISS through his official capacity would be in a position 
. to obtain first hand Icnowledge of any information that I might develop 
through my official capacity in the Treasury Department regarding in¬ 
ternational loans©" 

During the course of the investigation of AIDER HISS 
based on’ the allegations of T-S, the following information was also 
developeds ' • 

It was ascertained that from August 4? 1945, through 
August 31? 1945? five telephone calls had been made to the HISS resi¬ 
dence in Washington, D, C© from telephone number 767 at Croton, New 
York© The New York Division ascertained that this number was listed 
to Dr© DANIEL E-© SCMEIDER, Mt© Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was 
discontinued on September 26, 1945© That officq advised further that 
it had been learned through confidential sources that the above tele¬ 
phone calls vfere collect calls made by Dr© DANIEL SCHNEIDER to AIDER 
■ HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D© C© The latter number Yfas as¬ 
certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISS© 

A mail Cover placed on the residence'address of 
ALGER HISS in Washington, D© C©, 3120 P Street, N« W,, disclosed that, 
during May 1946? ALGER ECSS received mail bearing the return address 
of DANIEL Eo SCHNEIDER, M© D©, 110 East 87th Street, New York, N© Y© 
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Investigatrion conducted by- the New York Office in 1946s 
reflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from 
fflCHBLE CII5BAL0 of Mto Airy Road, Croton, Now York, since May 18, 1946o 
SCHNEIDER* s Ne-w York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New 
York Gityo The New York Office advised that a nei^borhood investigation 
was not advisable at SCHNEIDER® s summer address since that neighborhood 
is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of the \7estcKester 
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairso 

Further investigation reflected that DANIEL EDWARD 
SCHNEIDER had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsychiatrist 
and psychoanaGLyst by profession© It was ascertained that from 1935 to 
1939, -he had been an Assistant Alienist at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City© According to New York files, he was a member of a group of the 
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet en- 
titled, "Z“Ray Among the Psychiatry Staff”, up to about June 1939o This 
pamphlet urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the 
“Daily V/orker”© The ^.ellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported 
to be knovm as a center of' Communist activities and’ that the Z“Ray Maga¬ 
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party© 

It is to be noted that T-^ had alleged that one CEDRIC 
BELFRAGE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring 
’with information© During the course of the investigation of BUjFRAGE^ 
by the New York Office, it was ascertained on February 11, 1946, that 
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JOSEPH NORTH and that on February 4, 
1946 , he had been in touch with one ISADORE SCHNEIDER© Both of these 
individuals were described as editors of the magazine "New Masses”, 
and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt© Airy Road, Croton-on- 
Hudson, New York, and had long been active in.Communist Party circles© 

In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that 
•BELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER discussed a new book being va*itten by ALBERT 
KARIN© It was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER® s wife was HELEN 
BERLIN SCHNEIDER and that she had been employed in the office of - 
"Amerasia" at the time that that publication had been involved in an 
alleged So'viet espionage, conspiracy© 

The files of the Washington Field Office do not re¬ 
flect whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E© SCHNEIDER© 

It is noted further that daring the course of the 
investigation being conducted in Washington, D© C© on the basis of 
the allegations of T-8, it was determined that DAVID WAHL at that 
time a resident of Washington, D© C© was a contact of mary of the 
individuals allegedly involved in. the So'viet espionage ring© 
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In connection with. V/AHLy it is interesting to note that 
T»"14, a former member of the Communist Party in Washington, Do C, who has 
furnished considerable reliable information in connection rdth Communist 
Party matters, stated that the informant kne\7 DAVID WAHL to have been a 
member of the Communist Party in VJashington, Do Co in the late 30s and 
that VifAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why 
he had been sent to Vifashington, Do Co by his Party superiorso This in¬ 
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between New York City and 
V.'ashington, Do Co at bi-weekly inteivals at that time® 

T~10, a completely reliable source, advised at the end 
of April 1947 that he had learned from MARY JMIE KEMEY, another indivi¬ 
dual who \Tas identified as a contact of many of the members of the alleged 
Soviet espionage ring in Washington, D.® Go, as reported by T-S, that a 
DAN and HELEN SOHtlEIDER were guests at the home of DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington 
Street, Kensington, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25, 1947o MARY JANE 
I^EENEY had seen the SCHNEIDERS there at which time they had discussed an 
intervi-ev^ by FBI agents with NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER and his wife® 
Accor(^.ng to T-S, SILVERI«ASTER was a ring leader in the Soviet espionage 
conspiracy described by hero 

MARY JANE KEENEY stated that DAN SCHNEIDER had told her 
that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months 
concerxiing the FBI in wMch no holds were barred® It is believed that 
SCHNEIDER referred to a book subsequently published by ALBERT ICAffil® 

T-15 confirmed that DAN and PJETEN SCHNEIDER were guests 
at the WAHL home during the period in question and advised further that 
SCHNEIDER had sent a telegram to 461 East 82nd Street, New York City in 
which he stated that the telephone servi.ce was bad and requested that .he 
received a wire every morningo 

T'--’l6 believed to be a completely reliable source, ad¬ 
vised that MARY JANE KEENEY on April .27, 1940<. had attended a dinner at 
the residence of JACK MARSALKA at which DAN and HELEN SCIS^EIDER of Hew' 
York City were also in attendance® MARSALKA was ascertained by this 
office to have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by 
T-8 to be involved in Soviet espionage activities in Washington, Do G o 

Washington Field Office files reflect further that at 
lls05 P® M® on the evening of April 8, 1947p DAVID WAHL and hn individual, 
subsequently identified as Dr® DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East 87th 
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Street^ and after walking around in the neighborhood until 12:10 A. Ko^ 
April 9<; 1947-) they re-^-entered 110 East 87th Street, New York City® It 
was observed at that tiwe they v/ere making notes in a notebooko 

Subsequent contacts between WAHL and DANIEL SCHflEIDER 
are known to have occuiredo 

Washington Field Office files also reflect that 
THURMAN SCRUGGS WILKINS who in 1940 was recruited for Soviet espionage 
in the Orient by IGNACY SAMUEL WITCZAK, advised in July 1947 that 
WITCZ&K had spoken of a ''Dr<, Boss” who was interested in international 
relationso WILKINS stated that "Boss” might have been'approached by 
Y/ITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission-. "Dro Boss" was to be~ 
lieved to be identical ^lith CLAUDE ALBERT BUSS whom VJITCZAK allegedly 
•visited when SUSS -was Director of Olfl in San Francisco in June 1945<> 

It was 'determined that BUSS had previously been Executive Assistant 
J;o the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of 
ALGER HISS,, 


Investigation conducted in Washington, Do C, reflected 
that the files of the Department of State contained the following mes- 
sages 8 


•Radio communications between the Department of State 
and the. High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands reflect that on 
December 31^ 1940s the following message was sent to the High CoinmiS“ 
sioners 

"Message 6460 Further reference your 916, September 1 

"Mro CLAUDE Ac BUSS now on faculty of University of 
Southern Ca3.ifornia, Los Angeles, is available to come to Manila 
immediately as Executive Assistant# BUSS is about thirty-six 
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec¬ 
tively# He .is former Foreign Ser'vice Officer who has served in 
the Far East# As a University teacher has specialized in our 
Far Eastern relations# He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind, 
ap& pleasing personality# Should be excellent at. meeting mem- 
. 'bers of business community and in relations with Pliilippine. and 
other officials as had little administrative experience and has 
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting# However, 
he assured me when in Washington ls.st v^eek he believed he could 
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and 
that he was prepared for a good deal of routine administrative 
correspondence and other work© He made an excellent impression 
on me and I consider that he would be satisfactory^ and in dis¬ 
cussing salary I think you should offer him §75p0o He is well 
thought of by those in the Department who know himo Suggest you 
consult SALISBURYo Have as yet had no response from the De<“* 
partment of Commerceo AIDER HISS"o 

Under date of Januarj'- 3p 1941.^ Radiogram #7 from the High 
Commissioner from the Philippines was as follows? ”For AIDER HISS, your 
6460 Appreciate your finding BUSSc Very favorably inclined toward offer¬ 
ing him positiono Before doing so I should be very much interested in 
knor/ing your opinion as between BUSS and EOEL FIELD vdio is the better man 
for the jobo Also is BUSS better than BERGELIK, if he is available? Have 
you met BUSS's rd-fe, and if so v/hat,is she like? Would also appreciate 
ELDON JOKES’ opinion of BUSS., Have you yet heard from Department of Com¬ 
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more favorably than BUSS 
and if I receive from you favorable repines to these inquiries, I shall 
expect'to send radiogram to BUSS offering to recommend himo I am anxious 
to lose no time in the matter o” 

On January Lip 1941-p Radiogram #17 was sent to the High 
Commissioner to the Philippines as follows? "From AI/IER HISS, your #7 
of January 3o It is my impression that the most competent persons in the 
Department of State consider that BUSS is under all circumstances better 
qualified than FIELD ^ Do not consider I am personally familiar enough 
with characteristics and personalities of two men to make definite choibe* 
BUSS ViTOUld unquestionably be able to reach Manila sooner <, Have not met 
BUSS’ v/ife, but under-stand from colleagues of BUSS’ that she is attrac¬ 
tive and intelligento VffiLDOK JOKBS has not met BUSS who is now in Cali— 
forniao His address is UCLA© JOKES thinks highly of LEE who is mentioned 
in your #945 December 28© I personally should think that BUSS’ ezperi- 
rnce in our Foreign. Service would make him better qualified than LEE© 
WELDOK JOKES has been unaMe as yet to locate LEE©" 

The file reflects a cojy of a night letter directed to . 
subject on January 15, 1941, offering him the position as Executive As¬ 
sistant to the lU-gh Commissioner of the Philippine Islands© 

It is observed that 5.n 1940 1941 ALGER HISS was 

employed as a Special Assistant tc an Assistant Secretary of State© 


-PENDING- 
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WASfllNGTON FIELD OFFICE 
At Washiaetog. D,; Do . 

. Will continue to develop information pertinent to tliis 
invest5.gation and conclude the investigation requested in Bureau letter 
to WeTf York dated January 1949o 
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BIFQRMKT PAGE 



T*->lo A confidential source of the Washington Field 
Office froE rfhom the active indices of the 
Washington Coaiaittee for Democratic Action were • 
obtainedo • . 




T-3. I I 

T'-4o MrSo LEORA FULLER^ 2800 Woodley Roadj .Washing- 
toa^ D,. Co 


T 


T<--7o Subversive files., Metropolitan Police Depax’tmento 

(?iith reference to informants T -lj 3 ? 4 s 5 s 6 ^ and 7.s 
the information wMch they furnished appears in the file entitled "ALGER 
HISSp Assistant to Advisor on Political Relations 5 Department of Statej 
INTEMAL SECURITY^ HATCH ACT<.” All these sources have been recontacted 
in connection with the current investigation with the exception of T-’A? 
MrSo lEGRA FOLLER^ 2800 Woodley Roadj, Waahin^onj Do who is deceasedo 

V 

, T‘- 8 o Confidential. Informant GREGORYo 



T^9o 














Agents GOITR.’PT.flKTV 
Office_ 



T<=l6o A highly confidential source known to Special 
■ Z’ l i JQNIiiS and JEROME M^. GARIAI'ID of tba Wfl shlnfTtnn Field' 
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